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Mr. oſeph Benſon 

1 FARTHER DEFENCE 
| in 41 
| THE METHODISTS, ; 
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Some indeed preach Chriſt of Envy and Strife, and ſome of if 
good Will. PriuiPe. i. 15. | i 
Follow Peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pare Liu A 
Fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid. 11. TIM. ii, 22, 23. | 
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1 SHALL begin this my 8 Ad. 
dreſs to you, with a few ſententious Remarks from the 
Writings of Solomon: not that I can poſſibly ſuppoſe You 
unacquainted with them, but becauſe I think them par- 


ticularly applicable to the Manner in Thich our Controverſy 


has been carried on; and containing ſuch Inſtructions, as, 


if duh regarded, may be of Service to beth of Us; for 1 


truſt that Neither of Us is ſo hardened in Folly as to 
come under the Character of thoſe who are ſaid to © deſpiſe 


Inſtruction. Prov. i. 5. Such, at leaſt, is the Opinion | 
. | Thaveof myſelf; ; though it is not improbable but you may 
; think me one af thoſe, who © harden their Necks againſt 


« Reproof:” However, Sir, I hope to convince you of my 
firm Belief that © Reproofs of Inflruftion are the Way of 
« Life ;” and that © Faithful are the Younds of a Friend but 
« the Kiſſes of an Enemy are deceitful,” The fr/t and laſt 
of your five Letters addrefſed to me, did each conclude with 


_ ſubſcribing yourſelf my © Friend: Therefore, after ſuch an 


Aſſurance of your Regard for me, what Reaſon can I have to 


doubt your friendy Intentions i in © chaſtiſing r my Infalence p 
. 87.) Now to be chaſtiſed, even by a Friend, cannot be 


very agreeable to any Perſon, for © no Chaſtening for. the 
'& preſent ſeemeth joyous but grievous nevertheleſs it after- 


. unto 


4 < then 


en 


« them which are exerciſed thereby.“ Heb. xii. 11. So we 
are told, in a Book for which I have Jome Degree of Venera- 
tion, and I myſelf hope to experience its Truth, that your 


Chaſtiſement will produce in me the peaceable Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, There are two very great Evils threatened 
againſt the Man who refuſeth Inſtruction, both which do I 
wiſh to avoid, viz. Poverty and Shame,” Prov. xiii. 18. 
whereas it is ſaid on the contrary, that © He who regardeth 

« Reproof ſhall be honoured,” but © He that 


« is brutifh.” xii. 1. The ſame Writer, who has tranſmitted | 


to us theſe judicious reflections, has alſo told us that “ a Fool's 
« wrathis preſently known, but a prudent Man covereth Shame”, 
Prov. xii. 16. And he further faith, & the Foal rageth, and 
4 is confident.” Prov, xiv. 16. Now if Wrath, Rage, and 
Confidence, be the GharaQteriſtics of a Fool, then will J 
endeavour to ſhun the Appellation and aſſert my Right to a 


| Portion {of what you feem diſpoſed to deny me the P 


mari taper nn ug (P. 70.) To more than a plain 
fund Underſtanding, I have never yet. been vain enough 
OO ons PA e eee ee 


of my Abilities as & being puffed up,” &c. (P. 65.) 1 2 . 


Sir, ſo ME carp Th I hope my 
through Life will give me Credit with the World, to let it gaſs 
as a good one; and though the Proud { Benſon) hath imagined 


ang reported that againſt me which ĩs uot trug, yet will I ene 


geavour to © keep the Precepts of God with my whale Heart,” 
len crix, 69.) in defiance of all the Calumpies.that haye 
already iſſued, and may ip future iſſue, from his Nanderoug 
Pen. That I, a young Miniſter of the Church of England, 
{almoſt Self-taugbt, though not Self-ordained, and but Jittle 


ſwill'd in the Art of Controverſial Writing nor deeply verſed 
in Polemic Divinity) for having dared to communicate to the 


Public a Ne i ie ee, the Methodiſts 


writtey ee ee nel, Me, Benji : 


avowed 


1 


1 


wowed Champion of Methodiſin I) hould thereby proveke 


pu Indignation, is a thing not at all to be wondered at 1 but 


why it ſhould * greatly tend to augment the Adherents to 


Method“ as you intimate (P. 57.) or why © the Heads of 


„ Hivuſes and Dignitaries of the Church ſhouldbe diſpleaſed at 
d my Interference in this Matter (P. $3.) iswhat Ican fee no 
Reaſon for. I preſume, Sir, that i} this Land of Liberty 
every Man hath ds much Right to pub his Sentiments (if 
tee pleaſes) as to ſpeak them, provided they are not ſubverſive 
of National Peace and good Order,” The very contrary of 


this was the Intent of my Hints. I wrote them with the 


View of ſtating wherein I thought your © Defence” to be in- 
defenſible, and endenvouring, as far as in my Power; to pre- 
vent the Simple, © who believeth every word” (Prov. xiv. 15.) 
from becoming the Dupe of Sophiſtry and wild Enthufiaſin ; 
hoping as a faithful Shepherd, to keep the Flock of Chriſt 
Pogether, that they may not turn away their Ears from the 
Truth, nor be any more Children toſſed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight of 
Men. This Sir was the great and Primary Object of my 
Writing < Hints to the Methodiſts, &c. ?“ 
Perhaps the Effects of my Pamphlet have not been an- 
ſwerable to my Intentions and Wiſhes ; and poſſibly the Cauſe 
I have defended, or at leaſt artempred to defend, has been 
brought into Diſrepute with the Ignorant and Undifcerning, 
owing to the Unikitfulneſs of Me, its Advocate. Particu - 
Jnee” has appeared, wherein you have attacked my Reaſon« 
ing with that Artillery of Learning, Sophiſtry, and Sarcaſm, 
of which you are allowed to polleſs ſo large a Train; 
and on which Account you are a formidable Opponent 
even to the Litrrati; much more © a Man of no greater 


Proficiency in Learning than what I have attain d to. There- 
fore I may incur the Cenſure of many as a raſh and bead- 


firong 


6 f 


Aram young man (you {ſay indeed I have a'weak head) for 
dating to aſcend the Stage of Controverſy, a ſecond Time, oth 
againſt an Adverſary ſo much ſuperior to me in the Uſe of 

literary Weapons: And they may ſay: that I ought to have 


regulated my Conduct by the Words of the wiſe Author of 


Eccleſiaſtes, © Neither may a Man contend with ing at is 


< mightier than He.“ Chap. vi. 10. 


Tamely to lie down. vanquiſhed, and to ſubmit while. 


there is a Chance for Victory, at leaſt for honourable Terms of 
Capitulation, is the Conduct of a Coward : And I think Sir 
that Cowardice is a-Temper of Mind which u Man of Vir- 
tue-would wiſh .to poſſeſs ; for it is neither enjoined by the, 


Dictates of Natural Reaſon, nor is it countenanced by Scrip- 5 
ture ;* unleſs the Meaning of thoſe Writings is wre/ied. to 


ſuit the Hypotheſis of him who advances it; and then there is 


no Act however abſurd, no Doctrine however erroneous, 


which. may not, in ſome Meaſure, be juſtified by Paſſages 


deduced from thence. As a Proof, ſuppoſe now a Man has 
a Mind to flarve himſelf to Death. He need not be at a Lofs 


for. $cripture to ſanction the Suicide ;[for the Apoſtle ſays 
Neither, if we eat, are we the better: neither, if we eat 


& not, are we the worſe;“ 1. Cor. viii. 8. Therefore the 


Perſon may ſay, in Support of his Conduct, that if no Cri- 
minality is attached to Abſtinence from Food (for if we eat 


e 


pleaſes; even till he has made faſt+ the Breath Doors of Lie] 


noi we are not the worſe) of courſe he may faſt as long as he 


in plain Terms, till he cannot eat any more: and his Sul 


and Body then 2 #grecing to a — PROM. 


* 


The Kightcods are bats a8 Lion. Prov, xxviii. 1. Peter and John 
were Men of Boldneſs, and . ſpake the Word of God with Boldneſs,” Acts 


wn. menen 1 15 
55 * Note nn. 944. 98.7 El 
A 4 AJ 1. A $8454 - ih 4 IN. + 556 
wat takes 


69 | 
takes its Flight for Heaven (for of courſe it cannot go elſe- 
where as he is not * the, worſe” for having ſo deſtroyed him- 
ſelf) and the other · is conveyed to a Place where it will ſoon 
Matos op Ao fr Dufithou art, and 


TORR thou ſhalt return 8 


On this Principle I can readily juſtify my Conduck in again 
paring before the Public to combat with You, however 
inferior I may be to you in Argument. Whoſcever ſhall 


© {mite thee on thy right Cheek, turn to him the other alſo.” / 


So, if I haye already given you one Opportunity to make me 
appear to great Diſadvantage in the Judgment of many, there 


you ſee, Sir, is Scripture to ſanction my giving you another 


Opportunity; and, in y mind, this is as fairly applied, as 
many Paſſages of holy Writ are by W 
Tun.. | 


\ 


40 e 


may be applied to ſuit any Purpoſe, no matter how wicked, even that of 


Suicide, I muſt not omit to inſert here an Anecdote which I have heard related 
of the facetious and judicious South, the Author of ſeveral Volumes of 


Sermons, Converfſing one Day with a Quaker, upon religious Matters, He 
ſaid that the Doctrine of Quakeriſm was vifionary and unfounded, or not 


"according to Truth. Obadiab ſaid it could be proved from Scripture. So it 


may, ſays South, for there is no Opinion, nor any Conduct, however cri- 
minal, which may not have ſome Parts of Scripture adduced in Support of 


it. + Primi denied the Poſition. The Bible was produced. The Quaker was 
to ſelect any Paſſage he ſhould pleaſe to chooſe, He fixed upon this, “ And 


1% Judas went out and hanged himſelf. Now Friend South (fays the Quaker) 
what Paſſage canſt thou bring in Support of, Judas's ConduQt ? Says South 
immediately, Go and do thou likewiſe.” The Quaker was compelled to 
yield in opinion, though he did not conform in Praffice 3 but whether or not 
South converted him from Quakerifm we are not told. Whenever you, Mr. 


Benſon, mall be- pleaſed to favour the world with any more of your Quintine 
Epiſtles (for five ſeems to be a favorite Number with you, perhaps in Allufion 


to ſome five Apoſtles of Methodiſm,—let me conſider—Mſiey, Benſon, and 
ſome other three) if aIdreffed to me I hope you will be 5 


FFF eta 
Aman o! FP wn) 4 Kt p 5% hems g 


„ 
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However, ſuch Quotations anſwer one a606:Purpol 
for You; They tend to bias the Vulgar and Injudieious to 
your Opini ion, and induce them to ſide” with Vou in their 
Decifions upon the preſent Controverſy ; for the Pious but 


nr 


Ignorant, (ſuch is their Veneration for the ſacred Oracles !) 


commonly deem that Opinion the moſt valid which is moſt 
environed with Seriptural Quotations, and that Perſon the beſt 
Reaſoner who can moſt readily quote them. I myſelf knew 
an inſtance of a Bigot of this kind, who would not believe 
the Diurnal or Annual Rotation of the Earth becauſe the 
Pſalmiſt has faid, * he hath made the round “ World — * 


* Theſe were his Words, for he quoted from the Pſalms of the Liturgy, 
which Tranſlation is more familiar to many Perſons (even the godly )than that 


of the Bible. I do not learn any where that the Pſalmiſt's Geographical 


Knowledge was ſuch as to. ſay any thing reſpecting the Globular Form, or 
Rotundity, of the World. The Word round in the Liturgy is evidently the 


Effect of their Knowledge who framed that Service. The Bible Tranſlation 


runs thus © The World alſo ie ſtabliſhed that it cannot be moved. Pſ. xciii. 
The Greek Words are theſey # Yap E5Epewo's TH duνẽꝭeD , 1715 & 
oaruYoe2. Now Sir I have no doubt of your ready Belief when Ltell you 
that I am wort a profound Grecian ; but that little which I do know, gives me 
ſome Reaſon to believe that even the Bible Tranſlation is not the exa#Senſe of 
the Sacred Penman. The Word which we have here rendered into moved, you 
know comes from Eaxevouar which the Latiniſts interpret by Factor, agitor, 
quaſſor, to be moved, agitated, or ſhapen» "Zaxevoluat is the paſſive Verb, 
formed from Laxevi fuse, to flow as a Wave. Eanevy comes from Leng 
and chat from Ax; Mare, or, the Sea. No might not the Pſalmiſt (as he 
was reciting the Majeſty and Strength of the Lord) bave ſame Thoughts 
about the Deluge, (as a proof of God's Might) and, if fo, then his Intentions 
doubtleſs were to ſignify thus nuch, that the Lord bath fo eſtabliſhed, ſo 
formed, ſo conſtructed, or rather made fo firm, the Earth, that No One Wall 
deluge it, or that the * Fountains of the Great Deep ſhall not be broken Ip,” bas 
by any One,—What the Pfalmiſt's s Words may Ggnify in, the, 
Language, I cannot ſay, for ſo far from being, able 1 to read. "Hebrew, Lean 
ſcarce recolle@ the Difference betwixt an Aleph and aTau; bot L am ihclined 
to give | into this — becauſe the Ffalmiſt, but a few Words intervening, 
expreſsly 


616) | 
&hat it canddt be med Thereſore, Gays he, * hall l 


4 not rather believe God than Man, for the One may err, 


« the Other cannot. Thus the Demonſtration of true Philoſo- 
phy mi giue Way to a weak Faith, and Fanatics who can 
— eee - er _— 1 


Lt ny 1 1 — 
„ 


e 


nite too 2 the Truchof this Story, till 
| I* ſpecify boch Time and Place,” (P. 56) and Perſon. They 


may © ſuſpend their Belief if they pleaſe: I do not conſider 


myſelf under any ſuch-Obligations/as theſe. I bere aver it ag 


ſuperſtitious” Attachment, of thoſe who are more devout than 


judicious, ito. every: thing wat can be, in the moſt diſtant 
Mauer, detended by any Paſſage or Paſſages of Holy Wit 


Having thus far explained the- Reaſon of my obtruding my. 
ſolf aner more on the attention. of the Public, I now proceed 
to reply, in as cain r hs am able, e r 


N nn enen st 3 00 M- Am bot an 


e e ellos tor ghd 1 eie eee 2 Hotter 


C00 che and hin is coemborated by what jo 
afterwards ſaid 3 Pſalm, 57 V. © Who laid the Foundations F. 


« the Earth not be 1 removed for for ever: He could not deßzu to 


« fignify hereby the Eltovity of the World (as ſome in dur Days kave ur- 


ten upon) but the Terminariy of Time; till which ſhove happen, the Earth 
aud be no more covered with the Deep az with a Garment, for He (God) 
«« hath ſet + Bound to the Waters th that they may nab-qafs gyes ner turn again 
10 to cover the Earth. "This Portion of Criticiſm I here ſtate merely as 
Conſidture.” 'My Liltnliig 48 not fufficient to enable me to ſpeak with Con- 


fidente'on this Point, notwithſtanding you charge me with being © patfed up” 
with a-Notion of my own great Abilities. I bope, Sir, this Note will ſerve | 


tq.goprince. you that however {gay my Turn of Mind" (P. zo) may, be, 
] havg ſang Delight in ſearching the Scriptures z and likewiſe' prove to the 
World, "in what 'peremptory, invidious,” male voleht, and unauthoriſed Man- 
| net 7% decide open ChardAters,Since 1 wee, $4 wok Fs 
„ een rg ger nde Cage <1 IF 
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miſtaking the Ignis fatuus of Benſonian Sophiſtry, for the 


(i ) 


Arguments as ſeem to me inconcluſive and fallacious,' and to 
ſupport ſuch of my own as were advanced, in my Hints, 
founded on, what appeared to me; then, and ſtill continue 
to appear, founded on. the firm Baſis of Truth. Here, Sir, 
1 hope you will not deny me the fame Privilege that you 
have taken yourſelf, viz: the Privilege of not doubting that 
Truth is on my Side; and T admit with You that . Truth 
«jg great and wilf prevail; * nor © will it laſtingly, ſuffer by 
« Diſcuffion; although it may be injured for a Time byfalling 


ce jnto the Hands of inſufficient Defenders.” That may 


happen to the Cauſe in which I am engaged, desde 
God will not fail to raiſe up Others, who will be found 
more adequate to the important Taſk. .I admit, Sir, the 
full Force of thoſe few Latin Words which (in P. 5g D, 
apply againſt Me, * Non tali Auxilio &c.” Doubtleſs the 


Church of England is does not ſtand in need of ſuch Deſend- 


ers“ as me, to aſſert her Cauſe. She has Men of the moſt 


plendid Talents, who are well diſpoſed to fight her literary 
Battles, and well-able to give her Enemies the Chaſtiſement 


which they deſerve. - But ſtill I do not confider myſelf as 
culpable for having fought under her Batitigs*tbus far, and 


having thus encreaſed a Conteſt that” way de productive 


of permanent Peace. As a ſmall: Spark may, by meeting 


with proper Matter, excite ſuch a Fire as to produce a great 


Light, fo I hope that the Spark ftruet by Dr. Tatham, which 
has produced the Flame e of Controverſy between You and Me, 


will ſo invigorate and warm. the Souls of ſome able Men in 
this Kingdom, that they will be impelled to exerciſe their 


(otherwiſe perhaps latent) Faculties, by ſuch judicious: and 
learned Explanations relative to Theology and Church Go. 
vernment, that they will be as © Lights unto our Paths,” and 

we ſhall no longer have our People deluded into By-ways by 


true Fg of incontrovertible Argument. ; 1 
Now 


( 13} 
Now do not imagine, Sir, that I mean to be ſo obſti⸗ 
andy wedded to Error as to attempt the: Vindication of ſuch 


Parts of my Pamphlet as you have fairi reſuted: conſequently | 


I am induced to confeſs that had I been leſs © haſty” in the 
Publication of it, it might have been made much leſs liable to 
the Odjections, and petty Cavils, of ſo artful and malicious 
an Opponent as J are. There are ſome Inconſiſtencies in 
it which had certainly been expunged if I had been more 
deliberate ; ſuch as that which you have ſo well (and deſer- 
vedly) fatirizediin your 12th Page, as a monſirous Production, 
« ant Excreſcence, &c.“ and there are alſo ſome other Parts of 
my Hints that I cannot pretend to juſtify, though they are 
far from authorizing ſach exaggerated Comments as Vou, 
in the Rancour of your Heart, and © Gall of mene 
nenne „ 

Whatever degree of Cxedibility your An any 
W amongſt thoſe who are the zealous Adherents of Me- 
thodiſm (who very probably may ſhew as much Deference 


and Veneration for your Sentiments, as was manifeſted by the 
Athenians towards the Anſwers: which proceeded from the 


Delphian Orace) is not within the reach of my Means of 
Enquiry; but thoſe who will not ſuffer their Reaſon to be 
ſuperſeded by Fanaticiſm, will not give to your Declarations 
that implicit Credence which they receive from thoſe Votaries 
who have © their Names written in the Book of ©: J/;/tleyan 
« Saints,” To me; atleaſt, the very firff\ Line of your * Far- 


« ther Defence”. ſeems juſtly queſtionable, Vou fay, 


Although I do not ove Controverſy on any Subject, &c.”— 


Poſſibly, Sir] you may not. I cannot poſitively ſay you do 


be it, becauſe I cannot look into your Heart. The Truth 


of that Afſertion can only be aſcertained by that Omniſcient 


verbal Aſſurances, but * looketh.on the Heart,” and ſeeth the 
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& tions of the Theughts:**: But if Man may be allowed to form 
an Eſtimate of the inward Inclinations, the real Motives and 
Propenſities of his Fellow - Creatures, by an Analyſis of their 
Words and Actions, then certainly I am authoriſed to diſcredit 
tis Line which declares your Auenſun tor Controverſy. In 
your Ggth Page (when arguing to prove Zi/hops and Elders 
the: ſame Perſons) you make uſe of theſe Words, * And this 
« Point, Sir, I am ready to diſpute with You whenever you 
< pleaſe. Nom is it pralubli that a Man ſhould thus give a 
Challenge declaring his Readineſs ar all times for diſputatious 
Argument, and yet nat love Gontroverſy : Beſides this De- 
claration (which tends, in itſcſ to invalidate bur Feſtimony) 
we have the eorroborative Circumſtances of your previous 
Conduct; unleſs I am much miſtaken in what Ie have heard. 
and ſeen with my own Eyes upon Haper, via, Books: © lately 
publiſhed by J. Benſon ! Have you never been engaged 
in any literary Diſpute» previous to your Remarks on Dr. 


Tatham's Sermon, and ſincę then with the Perſon now pro- 


poſing this Queſtion to you ? Have you not been the Author 
and Editor of Books cpr controverſial? Ves, Sir, you have. 
Nou is it likely that a Man would undertake thoſe Labouts if 
he did not love Controverſy? Was you unavoidably con, peiſed 
to it? Were there none others that would have caſed you o 
thoſe unpleaſant Offices? Or were there none, amongſt theſe 
Thouſands whom you ſtate, as able to cope with: me, (P. 58) 
whom you thought of ſufficient Abilities for ſuch arduous and 
ungrateful Employments ? Or, perhaps, you thought that few: 
were /o tuell qualiſied for them as yourſelf: and if ſo, your 
Thoughts were well-founded in /ome Reſpects, for there argfew 
_ who will ſcruple leſs than yourſelf to adopt any Arts (however 
unfair) for defeating an Antagoniſt; repreſenting bis /frong 
Arguments in the moſt diſadvantageous Point of View. by 
mean of ſophiſtical Comments and Explanations, and expoſing 
m n vitiamolt pointed, envenomed, and malicious 


ſtrain 
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ſtrain of Raillery. Few there ace, who poſſeſs the © Ridicus 
« lum Acri,“ the Sarcaſtic with the Severe, in a greater 
Meaſure than what you do; and as met Men are at fond of 
diſplaying their Perfections as they are anxious to conceal 
their Defects, I think we may juſtly infer that the ſame Prin 
ciple operates p01 Hou, and that you are not willing che 


World ſhould judge of You, only as a pious Paſtor “ rightly 
« dividing the Word of Truth“ and © ſpeakiug a Word in 
& Seaſon unto. Him that is weary” with the Burthen of Bis 
Sins, but remain unacquainted with your ſuperior Qualifica- 
tions as an able Diſputant, being ready to give an Anfwer 
to every Man, and to confute © Gainſayers.“ i. e. ſuch as 


ſhall dare to gainſay o oppoſe, by ſpeaking or writing againſt 


thoſe Tenets, of that © pure and unadulterated Goſpel of 


« Jeſus- Chriſt,” (P. 17. 1ſt. Defence) which you-profeſs}ts 
teach to others: Tenets, which, however true undevcertain 
Limitations, have been carried to a Degree of Extent never 
authorized by the Spirit or Tenor of the Sacred Writings; 
and therefore ſtood in need of ſuch. Abilities as Yours to gloſꝭ 


them over with ſuch ſpecious Arguments that they may | 


appear, to the Ignorant and Indiſcriminating, as the Way of 
Truth in which all Men ought to walk, and out of which 
whoever” ſhould | deviate muſt neceſfarily therefore be in 
Error, war Lows. e eee Annen 
Deſtruction.“ 5 


In P. 19. you \ wid (he. Oontibooes bn; #2 


« he” (:n-angodly Man) « teach-what' he does not iti? 
Here, Sir, is as much © pitiful. ſhuffling,” (P. 21) a much 
mean Subterfage'and evaſive Reſerve, as can be found in my 
Aſſertionreſpecting the Power of Biſhops to nominate Men 
| to teach'Godlinebs, '-If you had put the Queſtion ful; ac. 

 eviding to the Dai of your Reaſoningy it ſhould ye bebn 
ths, Cat an ungodly Man teach-what he-dorainot” Bann 
* beter perience N If beg been thas Ratech Lhad- n- 
wal | mediately 
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n that He com: * 


Writings of others who have experimentally know the Efficacy 


of the Means they preſcribe for the Cure of our Spiritual Ma- 
ladies, and on whoſe Veracity the (ungodly) Teacher places 


his Confidence, although he is not certain of the Virtues of 
thoſe Means from Se/f-Experience.—As-you have thought 


proper to illuſtrate Metaphyſical Arguments with Phyſical 
Compariſons, I muſt here oppoſe you with the ſame Sort of 
Weapons: and I rather am inclin'd to think that I ſhall 


bers be ſo much Superior to you that it will ſeem as if I fought 


with an Amputation-Kniſe, and you with a Lancet or 
Biſtoury.— The vital Juice will flow in greater Abundance 


from your Wounds than from mine, and you will be glad 


to apply to me to ſpare my Strokes and lend you a ſhyptic, or 
you will find the Hemorrhage prove fatal. But Words apart, 
Sir, and now to the Trial — Then, Is the Phyſician who 
gives Lectures on Medicine not to mention or rather can he 
not mention, to his Pupils any Remedies for Diſeaſes, of the 
Virtues of which he himſelf has not an actual Se knowledge? 


or, when a Medical Practitioner is called in to a Patient la- 
bouring under ſome Diſeaſe that he himſelf never felt, muſt 


he neglect to preſcribe. for him till he has caught the Diſeaſe 
and firſt tried ſome Remedy upon His own Perſon? Muſt 
the Patient be ſuffered to languiſh for Want of Help, till the 
Doctor has attained the experimental Knowledge of a Re- 


 medy tried upon his own Body ? Cannot a Phyſician boneftly 
preſcribe Mercury for the Cure of any Diſorder, where he 


may deem it a good Remedy, without having firſt experienced 
its Efficacy upon hinge, in all thoſe ſeveral Complaints 
(Morbus Gallicus, &c.) where Mercury has been found uſeful 
by othets who have communicated-their , Diſcoveries for the 


Benefit of the, Public? of what Uſe then, Sitz are the Writ- 


ings: of Airuc, Boer haane, and others now dead, or of that 


e n of, men taught us by Mr. Clare ? 


They 


1 
They are mere dead Letters. Every Phyſician (according 
to Mr. Benſon) muſt be like the Prodigal in the Goſpel; 


that is, he muſt firſt have © devoured his Living amongſt . 


Harkts,” before he can be qualified to undertake the Cure of 
what our advertizing Quacks denominate a certain ſecret 
| Diſorder, Or, to carry the Matter a little farther by Phy- 
fical Metaphors, Muſt a Medical Man have ſuffered the re- 
peated Rigors of an Intermittent, the Shiverings and Burn- 
ings of a:1 Ague, before he can be qualified to preſcribe Bark, 
or any other Medicine of known Virtue to remove the Diſ- 
eaſe? Muſt he take a Journey amongſt the Caledonian or 
Cambrian Mountains, in order to catch a Diſeaſe frequently 
to be met with in thoſe Regions, before he can venture to 


recommend Sulphur as a certain means to eradicate fo trouble- b 


ſome a Malady? I think, Sir, that your Language is, to the full 
as equivocal as mine, and therefore as exceptionable and 
deſerving of Cenſure: indeed more ſo, as you, a learned and 
acute Logician, practice that which you condemn in me, an 
unlearned Curate, who, as you imply, am unacquainted with 
Syllogiſms, Premiſes, and Concluſions, having never & learned 
«© Logic at the Univerſities.” (P. 21.) “ Can a Man teach 
hat he does not know?” How Jeſuitical ! You ought to 
have given a determinate ſenſe to the Word teach, whether 
by Oral or written Means, whether as a Preacher, or as an 
Author, But in neither Caſe can a Man teach what he does 
not © Inte.“ But, Sir, ſurely you will admit there is a Poſ- 
ſibility of Theological Knowledge being attained by two 

Ways, Mediately by others and Immediately by ourſelves, 
or by that Portion of Illumination and Light in the Under- 
ſtanding which the Lord ſhall vouchſaſe to beſtow upon Us, 
by the gracious Operations of that ſanRifying Spirit which 
helpeth our Infirmities, and leadeth us into the Knowledge of 
: al Truth. "TOTO nenn Yor BOO 
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68 
(P. 18.) that Chriſt can only be learned oe immediate Cuper- 


natural Illumination. 4 
InP. 18. a few Lines only before the Queſtion which I 
have now anſwered (and I hope it has been done in ſuch a 
manner as to ſatisfy, or at leaſt to convince, You) you ſay 
- Indeed an Ungodly Man cannot preach it, (meaning the 
« Goſpel) at leaſt not properly, for he does not know it.. 
To your © at leaſt not properly,” I here declare my hearty 
Aſſent; but to your inexceptive cannot, I cannot agree: for 


2 Man may teach and preach (as the Echo or Trumpet of 


other Men) that Doctrine of which he has not a due Conviction 


by his own happy Experience, but takes it upon Truft, relying 
on the Integrity of others who declare that they have felt it. 


and proved it to be © a Doctrine according unto Godlineſs ;” 
as the young Profeſſor of the healing Art preſcribes, for a 


Diſeaſe he never taw, ſuch Remedies as he never tried himſelf, 


but finds them recommended by others who have tried _ 
and found them ſucceſsful, 

To your Queſtion, P. 22. (where you . How I 
prove that a Biſhop can ſend out Ungodly Men to teach 
Godlineſs, whether I find it © among the Records of Heaven, 
« or thoſe of Hell?”) I ſhall not deem it neceſſary to give 


any other anſwer than this—That I know not whether there 


are any Records kept in Hell. I do not recollect having met with 
ſuch Information in the Bible. This indeed is net to be won- 
dered at, if your Aſſertion be true where you ſaid (P. 30.) that 
you ſuppoſe © Searching the Scriptures would not be a very 

te pleaſant Work to a Perſon of my gay turn of Mind, and there- 
cc fore ſelected a few Texts for my Choice, to ſave me the - 


( Trouble.” A Temper, ſo obliging as yours certainly ought 
not to be paſſed over unnoticed; and therefore, Sir, be pleaſed 
to imagine me, in your Preſence; utteringany of ſuch Sentiments 

as uſually flow from a Man du Impreſſed with the Senſe of 2 
Favour conferred. But however ſenſible T may be of this 


your 


6819) : 
your Kindneſs towards me, I muſt ſay, it was rather unfor-. 
tunate for You that your © Friend juſt come from Wor- 
« ceſterſhire” (P. 11.) (who told you there was ſuch a Perſon 
as W. Ruſſel, Curate of Perſhore) did not give you ſome In- 
formation reſpecting his Conduct and Diſpoſition ; for then 
you would not have been ſo much © off your Guard” (P. 51.) 
as poſitruely to denominate him of a gay turn of Mind. —80 
far, Sir, from a Temper of that Kind, that his Gravity has 
induced the Gay and Sprightly to ſuppoſe him 4 Methodiſt, 


* and often hath he wiſhed that the Planet Saturn had leſs In- 


fluence upon his Temperament; for you well know that 
Horace ſpake like a Man who knew the Human Heart-when 
he faid 4 
Oderunt hilarem triſtes, FORM ds 
Sedatum celeres; agilem gnavumque remiſſi. 
As to ſearching the Scriptures be ng irkſome or unpleaſant to 
me, it is one of the. greateſt Pleaſures of my ſolitary Hours. 
I can ſay, without Diſſimulation, Sir, that“ I delight in the 
Law of the Lord after the inward: Man“ (however prophane 
you may ſuppoſe me) I have a Reſpect unto his Statut:s, 
and in that Law do I frequently meditate Day and Night; 
but was I to fay that I give myſelf ſo wholy to them as to 
| think or ſpeak of nothing elſe, it would be aſſerting what 
my. Conduct would in the one inſtance, manifeſtly diſprove ; 
and what, in the other, I never mean, nor 'wiſh; to put in 
practice: for though, with You Methodiſts I am “ well aſ- 
* ſured of a future State (P. 93) and conſider myſelf formed 
for a nobler Inheritance than a mere Earthly Abode of three or | 
four Score Years, for We have here no continuing City but 
ſeek one to come; This Mortal muſt put on Immortality; 
« We look for a Saviour who ſhall change our vile Body that 
© it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body” and © we 
hape to be changed into the fame Image from Glory to 
« Glory;” notwithſtanding theſe ſublime Conſiderations, I 
* C 2 ſay 
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fay that fo long as our Earthly Tabernacle ſhall ſtand, and 


we ſhall he clothed. in the Veil of Fleſh, ſo long the Wants 


of the Fleſh wil preſs upon Us and make ous ſpiritual 
Deſires, our Breathings after Holineſs, bend to their Grati- 


fications; ſo that it is /mpoſſible for Men to be as Spiritual 


as Angels, It's true, that St. Paul fays, © Whether we eat 
or drink, or whatever we do, ve muſt do all to the Glory 
f God!' So we ought, and ſo we may! but then this may 


be done without every Minute of Lite being ſpent in a 


ſerious Reflection upon ſome Paſſage in God's Law. If 


ſuch unvaried Seriouſneſs ſhould be the only Way to lay 
Claim to God's Promiſes, the Lord have Mercy on the 
whole World, and ſpeedily teach them better than they now 
know, or they periſh Everlaſtingly, and almoſt Univerſally ! 
Though his Arm is not ſtraitened that it cannot help, but 
his Mercy can fave to the Uttermoſt, yet this Condition of 


Salvation would be an Exerciſe for the utmyf Extent of Di- 


vine Mercy, as Mankind would be altogether gone aſtray, 


there would be None found walking in the Way. of Life. I 


Hope, Sir, that the Reaſoningand Language in theſe two Pages, 
are ſufficient to convince: you (if you have not been before 
convinced) that I am much more converſant in the Scrip- 


tures than you ſuppoſed and pronounced me to be, and that 1 


am not one of thoſs to whom & the Preaching of the Croſs is 


4 Fooliſhneſs. Now from thoſe matchleis Treaſures of 


_ Wiſdom, I have not any where learnt that there are Records 
kept in Hell. St. Luke tells us of Names being written in 


Heaven, St. Paul, writing to the Philippians, alludes to 
Names written in the Book of Life,” and St. John, in the 
Apocalypſe, ſays, that © they who worſhip the Beaſt are ſuch 


| $ that have not their Names written in the Book of Life ;* 


which Omiſſion I ſuppoſe, - precludes the Neceſſity of any 
Records being kept in Hell: if any are kept there I am ob- 


—— nee However, 


> - -. 


* 
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Sir, if you have been favored, either by Illumination, by Ca- 
baliſtic Learning, or by any other Means, with a Knowledge 


of the infernal Archives, you will do the World a Kindnefs, 
and particularly oblige me, if you will add to the Liſt of 


Books publiſh'd by J. Benſon, an Hiſtory of the Devil; con- 
taining alſo a circumſtantial Account of all the Records kept 
in the Archives of his Plutonic Majeſty, There ſurely mt 
be ſuch, Writings in Exiſtence, or a man of your Gravity 
and Caution would not have ventured to aſk me in ſuch deci- 
ded Terms whether I could find the Charter among the 
Records of Heaven, or thoſe of Hell? 

When, in P. 7 of my Hints, I made Uſe of her ee 
Expreſſion * leſt as his Life might give the Lie to his Doc- 
« trine,” my Sentiments were expreſſed exactly as I meant 
them to be, and is ſuch Phraſeology that I am able to deſend 
againſt your captious Criticiſm, in your Comments upon. it, 
(P. 23.) Such frivolous Cenſures as you there paſs upon me, 
I am convinced, do rather ſerve to diſgrace you than to 
ſtrengthen your Cauſe, even in the Minds of your impartial 
Friends, By impartial Friends, I mean, Sir, ſuch, as do not 
ſuffer their Attachments to overtalance their Judgments.— 
it, when contending with ſuch an Adverſary as You are; for, 
inſtead of your Charity teaching you to © hide my Sins“ or 
Defefis, you take every poſſible Opportunity to bring the 
moſt trifling Blemiſh into View, and with -a malicious 
Aſperity of Language ftrive to magnify its Deformity, © If I 
had not thus obviated the Poſũbility of Cavil, I have no doubt 
but that, in your Rejoinder (for doubtleſs the World will be 
favoured with it con) you would have taxed me with 
« aſſerting a Paradox” (P. 41.) and Soleciſm, that an impar- 
tial Friend is Nonſenſe, Friendſhip and Partiality being 
Words neccſſarily connected in Idea. But, to go on with 


> my Reply. You aſk, What! Is it a Matter of | Doubt 
ot « whether 


| (22) * 
« whether it would or not?” Give me leave Sir to anſwer 
2 Queſtion by 'a_ Queſtion,” ls it certain that it would? [ 
think you will hardly be raſh enough to anſwer in che Affir- 
mative. Pray! Sir, is there no Poſſibility of a Man who 


is admitted to Orders in a State of Ungodlineſs (according to 


your Eſeentialt of the Miniſterial Character, P. 17.) being 


afſterwards convinced of the Error of his Ways, and being 


converted and regenerated? Is Ordination then ſuch a Re- 
ſtraint upon the Operations of Divine Grace that it is im- 
Poſſible for the Seeds of Holineſs to take Root after the © Lay- 
ing on of Hands ;” but, that He who is unholy at the Time 
will be unholy ever afterwards, and He that is filthy will be 
filthy ſtill? Are all the Inſtructions that he may give (if only 
efficialh) to others, to be wholly loſt upon himſelf? Is he for 
ever to be like the deaf Adder, and to ſhut his Ears againſt 


the Voice of Wiſdom ? Is it impoſſible for his own Principles 


to be renovated, whilſt He preaches the Word of Reconcili- 
ation to others? Surely the Land, that once bore nothing but 
Briers and Thiſtles, may, when the Spiritual Huſbaridman is 
pleaſed to put his Plough into the Soil to root them up, and 
afterwards waters it with the Streams of Merey and Coriſo- 
lation, be made capable of bearing good Fruit, and thereby 
contribute to. feed the Hungry.” If I may be permitted.to 
tell you what I know of this Matter from $8e/-experience, 
which is a kind of Knowledge that ſeems to have great 
Weight in your Mind, it is briefly this, That I have fo felt 
the Force of Sermons which have been preached (or, as You 
ſay, read) by me to others, that while I have endeavoured to 


' convince my Hearers of Sin, the Preacher himſelf has ſtood 


SeF-convicted, —The Word has been like the Trumpets of 
Rams Horns with which the Walls of Ferichs were blown 
down; {ſee Joſhua vi. 5.) it has cauſed the ſtrong Holds of 


Iniguity to fall, and the Loftineſs of Man has been laid low: 


and when I ſolemnly aſſure you of this J hope you will not be 


( 


ſo deſtitute of Charity as to deem me ns better a Chriſtian 
now than when I took Orders and was made a Deacon. As 
to the Purity of the Motives which induced me to take 
Orders, a Declaration of them ought not to (and certainly 


would not) have been introduced here, if you had not for- 


gotten the C mmands, which ſay, © Judge not that ye be not 
« judged ; condemn not that ye be not condemned: But 
as you have thus diſregarded the Counſel of the Moſt High, 
and fat in Judgment upon my Principles, declaring me to be 
unfit for the Paſtoral Office both as to Dualifications and 
Vacation, it behoves me to ſay a few Words on that Point, 
in order to remove Aſperſions which are as malevolent as they 
are unfounded ; as uncharitable as they are unauthorized.— 
Whatever Dependance ſome Perſons may place on the 
Truth of your Aſſertions, which in many Inſtances are as 
peremptory® as any of mine, I cannot determine; but I truſt 
that my Readers will not queſtion my Veracity when I thus 
publicly aſſure I that I think, my Intentions when admit- 
ted to the Sacred Office, were at leaſt as pure as Yours were 
when you firſt obeyed the Call to be an Itinerant Preacher of 
the Goſpel; and my © own. Heart will witneſs. that I did 
« ſpeak the Truth, when 1 folemnly affirmed before the 
« Biſhop” (P. 65 ) that J truſtæd I was moved by the Holy- 
Ghoſt to take upon me that Office and Miniſtry. My Views 
indeed were more confined and limited than yours mf have 
been; but, I hope, not leſs upright nor leſs acceptable to 
God. To be inſtrumental to convey to my Fellow-Crea- 
tures ther Knowledge of Chriſt crucified, and the Doctrines 
conſequent thereupon, in an orderly Way, was the object that 
I found moſt ſtrongly influence me both before and at the 


© | ® Of this I ſhall give you ſufficient Proof e before I have dons with 
% You” (P. 21. ) and not only prove them peremptery, WP ho 
nnn or, 58 
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Time of Ordination, and which does ill retain its Aſcend- 
ency over every other Conſideration. But, notwithſtanding 
this Rectitude of Intention, the natural Man within me has 
(indeed too often) found the ſame Spiritual Conflicts that St. 
Paul did; who declares that he found © another Law in his 

Members warring againſt the Law of his Mind, and 
bringing him into Captivity to the Law of Sin which was 
in his Members.” Rom, vii. 23. Now if the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles ferved the Law of God in his Mind, but was 
ſometimes ſubject to the Law of Sin in the Fleſh, futely 4 
great Apoſtle of the Methodiſts will «not be extreme to mark 
« what is done amiſs by the inferior Miniſters of Chriſt's 
Church eſtabliſhed in this Realm! Or, if he ſhould determine 
to be acrimonious in his Cenſures, © writing bitter Things 
« againſt Them“ (Job xiii. 26.) and declaring them to be 
unfit for the Paſtoral Office becauſe they are not perfect, and 
may caſually deviate from the Spirit of Meekneſs and Gravity, 
yet, let him be honeſt enough to declare alſo that even St. 
Paul was not fit for an Apoftieſhip, becauſe he was not 
wholly free from Sin, or as blameleſs and © irreproach-- 
4 able” as the Methodiſtic Teachers are /ard, to be, (P. 
36. iſt. Defence) but ſometimes found a Law in his Mem- 
bers warring againſt the Law of his Mind. Let him ſay 
fay that the Piety of Peter ought to have been © ſuſpetFed” and 
called in Queſtion, becauſe he had ſo far forgotten the 
* Meekneſs of Wiſdom” as to ſmite off, with his Sword, the 
Far of Malchus : Lethim declare that David never was, nor 
could be, the Man after God's own Heart, becauſe, in ſome 
Acts of his Life, he was guilty of very heinous Tranſgreffions 
of God's Law: Let him ſay that the returning Prodigal 
ought. not to have been acknowledged as his Son by the 
Father, nor to have had the ſatted Calf killed for him, becanſe 
he had, for a Time, left his Father's Houſe and lived riotouſly; 
2 Fi X = becauſe 
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becauſe he had once been unmindful of his Father's Will, and 
did not look aſter his Employments in Huſbandry, nor tend his 
Flock of Sheep as he ought to have done: and laſth, let him 
poftively aſſert, that although the © Law made Men Prieſts 


ce which had Infirmity,” Heb. vii. 28. yet that, under the 
Goſpel,” None are © called of God” (P. 64.) to the Paſtoral 
Office but ſuch as are free from all Infirmity (even Weakneſs 
of Head) and who are as pure as Angels—But I have 
digreſſed ſo long that I have ame forgotten the Subject I was 
arguing. —Now, Sir, if it is poſſible for a bad Man to become 
a better Chriſtian after he has entered into the Miniſtry, then 
are my Sentiments judiciouſly expreſſed (ſo much, that I 
meant preciſely what I faid” (P. 53.) and faid preciſely 
what I meant to ſay) nor can all the Sophiſtry of Mr. Benſon 
difprove that Aſſertion. I ſaid leſt as his Life might give the 
Lie to his Doctrine, (and, if it ſhould, then) it would weaken 
the Efficacy of his Labours amongſt thoſe who are more in- 
fluenced by Example than Precept; (ſce P. 23) for I admit 
with you that Example is univerſally more prevalent than 
Precept; though good Precept ought to weigh more than 
evil Example. So long as God ſhall continue to us the 
Power of diſcerning Good from Evil we ought © to refuſe 
the Evil, and chooſe the Good, Ifaiah vii. 1 5. nor ſhould 
we be ſeduced from our Duty by the evil Example of any In- 
dividual; nor even will it juſtify Us, if we follow a Multitude 
to do Evil; for though Hand join in Hand to commit Lniquity, 
the Lord has declared that the Wicked ſhall not go un- 
« puniſhed.” Prov. xi. 21. | 
So far, Sir, I think you cannot 5 in any great Ad- 
vantage over me, but muſt rather give Place. I took my 
Poſt on difficult Ground, and yet have ſuſtained it againſt 
your furious Attacks or rather I ſhould call them your pal. 
try Attacks ; your Attacks that diſgrace you; for they are a 
Strife of Words, whereof,” as the Apoſtle tells Us, com- 
8 8 s eth 


626) 


« eth Envy, Contention, Railings, and evil — 
1. Tim. vi. 4. You have in this Place convinced me that 
your Diſpoſition is captiour in the Extreme; and that, while 
you earneſtly & contend for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints,“ (however true or erroneous may be your Notions of 
that Faith) you will not omit to contend for unprofitable and 
vain Matters which miniſter Queſtions, rather than godly 
* Edifying.” 1. Tim. i. 4. From the manner in which you 
have repreſented (or rather miſrepreſented) my Words in 
your 23d Page, I am rather diſpoſed to believe, that, had I 
| faid-a bad Man's life wolli (when he became'a Minifter) 
give the Lie to his Doctrine, inſtead of might give &c. You 
would then have called me to account for ſpeaking in fo pe- 
remptory and decided a Tone. I am almoſt certain you 
would have attacked me on this Point if you could any way 
| have introduced it without weakening the general Drift of 
your Arguments. I think, ſuch Conduct as this is fairly 
giving Occaſion (and Cauſe) to your Adverfary to {peak re— 
proachfully againft you. How many little Deſects have you 
attempteds to diſcover in the Grammatical Conſtruction of my 
Language; Such Obſervations, I ſhould have thought 5 
neath your Notice; but a Man in a bad Caufe, like one who 
is in Danger of being drowned, will catch at any Twig, 
however ſmall, which affords the /ea/? Hope of reſcuing” him 
from an untimely Death. Such trifling Remarks could an- 
ſwer no other Uſe than to put me, your Adverſary, in a diſ- 
advantageous Point of View before your Readers. However 
as it may tend to produce this one good Effet (lad indeed in 
W * concerns your —_— Vis; to 
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* I fay 3 e for in moſt of 3 your Critiifins, 
you only diſcover your Ignorance, or Baſeneſs, or both, To one of your 
Charges I plead Guilty, that In 2 79. where you — to my 4, am 
"aceuſe=vith inſtead fare of: | | 
FL | . i give 


: (27) 

give Weight to the Reſt of your Sentiments, by making Men, - 
(Men of ſhallow Judgments), believe your Opponent to be 
more inferior to You than he realy is (though he is con- 
ſcious of great Inferiority to you in Learning, that is to ſay 
in much Reading) ſo it is a Point of which he deems it pru 
deat and requiſite to ayail himſelf by making Uſe of the © Re- 


© tort courteous, in order that ſuch ſort of Readers may not 


' < think more highly of you than they ought to think,” Rom 
xii, 3. but be convinced Ade pee mop hare dee Ban- 
ings, and the moſt perfect their Blemiſhes, as well as the 
moſt Learned their Moments of Ignorance or Overſight: 
however I ſhall reſerve your Grammatical Errors till the Re- 
ply is finiſhed, and then, having concentrated them, ſhall 
preſent my Readers with them in MAIER they 
ſtand in your Book.. _ 

In attempting to u my ai cnet Prple 
were in fault if bad Men obtain Orders, as the Si quis* is 2 
Public Warning of ſuch Intentions, You ſay, by Way of ex- 
culpating them (doubtleſs not without a View of gaining 
them over to your Side by that Means, for you know * a 
Man that flattereth his Neighbour ſpreadeth a. Net for his 
Feet Prov. xxix. 5. that is, he uſeth the moſt likely Means 
of entangling his Judgment, and inducing the Perſon to fall 
in with his Opinion; and therefore you mate Uſe of theſe 
« flattering Words which follow) © What have the People 
to do with it? Do they chooſe their own Miniſters, or 
« nominate in general the Perſons they wiſh to be ordained to 
« ſerve them ; Are they conſulted ? Or is their Conſent more 
« or leſs aſked? No!. By no means. (P. 26) Now, Sit, 
you will be pleaſed to recolle& chat this is ſimply and no more 
than the Ipſe dixit or © bare aſſertion” (P. 21.) of Mr. Jo- 
AT RY ben, yu Od bc give 
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you a flat Contradiction (not the Lie, Sir) and to ſay they 
are conſulted; and which I hall now prove to You, if your 
Syſtem was ues Ts admit chat: a n is a 
s | 
e the Si guss „ being addreſſed to aa publicly ar ad 
| et does conſult their Opinion: and they are at Li- 
berty to aſſent or diſſent to the Candidates Admiſſion, found - 
ing their Objections (ſhould they have any) on ſuch ſub/anti- 
al Cauſes as reſpect the virtuous Conduct of his Morals. His 
literary Attainments are not to be the Object of their Inveſti- 
gation, but that is entruſted to ſuch Perſons as may fairly be 
adjudged more competent to give a right Deciſion, . Thus then 
if the People take Care that their Prigis, (or Miniſters as you 
call them) are not bad Men, the Biſhop will moſt probably take 
Care that they are not ignorant Men: and if the Miniſters 
(a Term which I ſhall often make Uſe of by way of obliging 
You, that we may not ſeem to differ in every Thing; I ſay 
if the Prieſts or Miniſters) are neither bad Men nor ignorant, 
what Right ha ve the People to object to them? None at all. 
As to chooſing their own Miniſters, there is a manifeſt Incon- 
venience in it, and an evident Impropriety upon your own 
Principles, as being frequently deſtructive. of that godly Peace 
and Union of Affection, which ought to ſubſiſt betwixt Chrit- 
tians: By Way of proving this Aſſertion let us /«ppoſe a 
Caſe. —You have your Friend a- Miniſter; I have mine. 


Fach of us naturally wiſhes to have his Paſtoral Friend for a 


Neighbour. A Conteſt takes Place, which of us ſhall ſuc- 
ceed in this Deſire ; and T think it very probable that he who 
ſhall be defeated in his Wiſh will not be very affectionate (Vor 
a Time) towards his ſucceſsful Competitor, nor feel ſo much 
Pleaſure and Profit, as he ought to find, under the Inſtructions 
of that Man who was the Means of preventing his Friend 
from being in the ſame Place. Thus, Sir, this Plan of 
Miniſterial Appointment by popular Election is productive 

5208 5 | of 
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of an Evil to; the Church; for as it tends to alienate their 
Affections, it mult (according to your Definition of Schiſm, 
P. 45.) cauſe Perſons to become Schiſmatics. That ſuch 
Differences will take Place by this Mode of appointing: Paſ- 
tors, the Proof does reſt upon mere Cunjedture from an 
Analyſis of the Huyſan Heart diſcovering its Propenſities, but 
can be ſupported from that beſt of all Proofs—reiterated Facts. 
Experience ! manifold Experience! has taught the Inhabitants 
of ſeveral Places in this Kingdom (and may teach You, Sir, if 
you will but inveſtigate the Buſiners with Candour and dili- 
gent Enquiry) that where the Nomination to-a Benefice has 
been veſted in Feoffees, or in Corporations, &c. there the 
Entrance of almoſt every ſucceflive Miniſter has ſerved as a 
| freſh Cauſe to excite thoſe Jealouſies and Animoſities which 
would not have ariſen, had the Appointment of him depended 
upon ſome Public Patron not connected with the Place. As 
to the People abſolutely nominating the Perſon they wiſh to 
have ordamed to ſerve:them, there is an I: conſiſtency and an 
Abſurdity in it, whether we conſider it according to the Plan 
of our mene en or that _ 00 by the 
e 7 

+ | Indeed if every- Miniſter ee eee Life 
. thoſe very People who nominate him, and before 
whom he firſt utters the ſacred. Meſſages to call Sinners to 
Converſion, then would I confeſs that the Var Populi ought 
to have great Weight in the Caſe, but as neither Rectors nor 
Vicars, much leſs Curates, in our Church, nor yet the irre- 
proachable Teachers in your Societies, are irrevocably and 
unalterably fixed to one Spot for Life, ſo it is by no Means 
| requiſite that the expreſs Nomination and ſole Choice of the 
Perſon to be ordained ſhould proceed from the People whom 
he is to ſerve: though they have virtualy a Share in the No- 
mination, as he cannot be ordained in our Church without 
their tacit Conſent, and they have the Power of counter-afting 


the 


tw) 

the Nomination from the Incumbent, if they can ban 
ſuch Charges as may juſtify the Rejection. N 
I hope and e 
this Subject is ſufficiently clear and convincing to confirm 
what I before aſſerted, and conſequently to ſerve as a Refuta- 
tion of your Objections :—if I was to follow your Example 


1 ſhould ſay your weak Objections, but that would not be 


deemed very becoming from a young Man who neither knows 
Logic nor Grammar (if you ſay true) towards a Perſon of 
ſuch profound Erudition as is the great, the tremendous, Mr. 
Benſon : =A Man who writes in ſuch a continued Strain of 
Sarcaſm, that, one may from thence ſuppoſe, he imagines his 
Words are © like the Piercings of a Sword,” Prov. xii, 18. 
Vea, ſharper than a two-edged Sword, piercing even to the 
© dividing aſunder of Soul-nad Spirit, and of AER 
© Marrow.” Heb. iv. #2. WIG 1 | 
. This leads me L 
You in the regular numerical Order of your Pages, as I at 
firft intended. Therefore I now go to P. 70. here I am 


compared to © Aſahel purſuing Abner; (running headlong 
into Danger without Armour againſt an armed Enemy) You 


there promiſe me a little Mercy ; You ſay, I will not 4:/ 
& you quite : at leaſt not at this Time. But if your Raſhneſa 


and miſtaken Zeal carry You much further I will not be 


& anſwerable for the Conſequences.” Really, Sir, I do not 
know exactly how the Law of our Country ſtands reſpecting 


Threats, but I think you have ſaid enough already to make 


you anfwerable, Here is a Menace againſt my Life ; and 
if I have any Regard for perſonal Safety, I muſt do that 
againſt You, which is commonly termed Sturaring the Peace. 
Mr, Benſon, the worſt that I threatened againſt You was only 
a Eind of man, Anſwer often made uſe of in reply to im- 
pertinent Language, or, in plain Engliſh, I threatened to 
242 for. 


18 


for which improper and abſurd Paſſage, /o inconfiderately 
printed in my Hints, I have undergone ſuch a Portion of 
Invective from your Pen, as plainly ſhews you to be nat at 
all ſparing of your Cenſures wherever you have the l Op- 
portunity of applying them: But You have carried your Re- 
ſentment to a much higher Pitch than. / did: You have 
even ſhewn ſuch a vizdicive Spirit as to declare your deſign 
to ill me, if my Raſhneſs ſhould carry me much further: ſo 
then, if, at any future Time, I ſhouid forget to ſet a Watch 
before my Mouth and to guard the Door of my Lips; 
or ſhould ever put Pen to Paper and write any thing 
againſt that holy Body of People - the Methodiſts; the 
Conſequence will be (O | how it makes me ſhudder to th 
of it.!) that there will be a Termination to the Exiſtence of 
the once Curate of Perſhore. No other Perſon than Mr. 
Benſon © Leader in a Party” of the Methodiſts has promi- 
ſed to kill him if he ſhould be any longer zealous for the Inte- 
_ reſt of that Church whereof he is a Prieſt or Miniſter. What 
a truly pious People muſt the 44zthodifts be | How muſt - they 
which is right in the Eyes of the Lord | How patiently do 
they ſuffer Reproach! For the Leader in a Party, and of 
Courſe we may expect the inferior Teachers and the People 
will follow his Example (for they are God's Sheep, and, we 
know, it is one Characteriſtie of thoſe harmleſs Animals, that 
if the Leader of the #/ac# ſhould be diſpoſed to eat a little of 
their Neighbours Graſs that their Wants may be made up out 
of his Abundance, or if he ſhould be diſpoſed to jump off a 
Bridge into the River, though, he hazards his Deſtruction, 
the Reſt of, this placidum Pacus, this ſimple peaceful Race 
will generally folow) I fay the Leader iu a Party of theſe holy 
Men has threatened to 4 a Curate, if he ſhould nat hold his 
Peace, and refrain himſelf from ſpeaking cruelly. and deſpite- 
fully againſt God's elef? and choſen People. Certainly this 


cannot 


_— 
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| cannot be © an Aſſembly of treacherous Men,” Jerem. ix. 2. 


but an Aſſembly of Saints; Ps. Ixxxix, 7. their Words are 


fo holy, their Tempers ſo. mild and forgiving ! | 
| © However, Sir, ſhall now ceaſe from purſuing this Vein 


of Irony any longer, and come to a more ſerious Diſcuſſion of 
your Sentiments ; for though perhaps I cannot ironize ſo well 


as you can, I do not hold myſelf ſo much your Inferior in cool 


Reafoning. Now to ſuppoſe from theſe Words that you 
meant to imbrue your Hands in my Blood, would really be 
Weakneſs. The Diſparity in our Years, if nothing elſe, 
would be a ſufficient Shield for me in this Reſpect; unleſs 


you ſhould ſecretly plunge a Dagger into my Heart; but I 
| have not quite ſo vile an Opinion of You as to ſuppoſe you 


would aſſaſſinate me, even though, like Wm" 48 had a 
W and I, like abel, had none. f 
Therefore, Sir, I will not ſwear the Phan addi you, 
but run all Chances of Perſonal Injury. But your Words 
will ;u/tly allow me to put this Conſtruction upon them 
That you think you have not already ſaid quite enough to in- 
duce me to put an End to my own Life (though you have re- 
preſented me to be defective in Common Senſe, and ſo vicious 
in Heart as to be unfit for my Office) but (from the high 
Opinion you have of your own Talent at Sarcaſm) imagine 
ing your Gibes and Sneers to be fo cutting as to be irreſiſti- 
ble, you declare that you © will not be anfwerable for the 
Conſequences” if by my Raſhneſs I ſhould provoke you to 
Wrath, ſo as to write againſt me a ſecond Time; for then, 
I ſuppoſe, you will pour forth upon me ſuch a Torrent of Re. 
proaches as will be ſufficient to drown me; or, at leaſt, to 
make me drown myſelf, or hang myſelf, or cut my Throat 
in fuch a Manner as to divide © the Joints and Marrow.“ 
A A very charitable Deſign indeed! particularly ſo when 
it comes from a Man who profeſſes that the Object of his 


CONROY to ſeek Truth, and for the further Progreſs 
« of 


. 


of pure and genuine Chriſtianity!“ How truly confilent 


that ſuch a Declaration ſhould proceed from a Man who 
compares himſelf and Society to that very reſþeable Society 
whoſe Inſtitution does Honour to the Heart of its firſt Pro- 
moter,* and the Hearts of thoſe who encourage it, ſince one 
benevolent Deſign of it, amongſi others, is, to reſcue thole 
from an untimely Death, whom Deſpair had driven to the 
Brink of Perdition. But left the Members of this truly laud- 
able Society, ſhould want Objects for the Exerciſe of their 
benevolent Skill, it ſeems, Sir! you are willing to give them 
a Chance of trying ſome Experiments on my Body, I thank 
you, Sir, for your kind and pious Intention towards me; but 
beg leave to hint to you, that I am not ſo weary of Exiſtence 
Here, nor ſo diſtruſtful of an Hereafter, as to be induced to 
lay violent Hands on. myſelf from any Thing that You can 
fay. © eie ie 
have no doubt but you thought that I a young Man 
© of little Learning and of leſs Religion, as You fear” (P. 86.) 
ſhould be terrified with your Anathemas, and tremble at 
your Word as a Lap Dog would at the Roaring of a Lion; 
but, Sir, I am not “ much hurt by your illiberal Reflections“ 
(P. 31. 1ſt. Defence) © nor vexed by ſuch low Abuſe as 
« Yours” (P. 92.) I am not only undiſmayed by your Ridi- 
cule but I deſpiſe it. I © deſpiſe the Work of thine Hands,” 
Job. x. 3. for Benſon © hath ſpoken without Knowledge, and 
his Words are without Wiſdom,” Job xxxiv. 35. © his 
« Wiſdom fazleth him” Eccles. x. 3. and thetefore he ſhoot- 
eth his Arrows, even bitter Words, Pf. Ixiv. 3. Now Mr. 
Benſon let me tell you that theſe Arrows are blunt-pointed ; 
they cannot enter. Perhaps, Sir, there is no Man who feels 
leſs from being ridiculed and reviled than I do. My Mind, 


Pr. Hawes, : 


N * 


E I thank 


E 


I thank God (however thankleſs you may adjudge me) is of 
. firmer Texture than to be made wretched by a Sneer, or 2 


whole Volume of Sneers. However tauntingly I may be ar- 
gued with, and however pointed may be the Irony of my 


Adverſary, yet I will never be ridiculed out of my Reaſon, nor 


bantered out of my Underſtanding. That which cool Reaſon 


mall dictate will T boldly Aſſert, and firmly adhere to, till 
cool reaſoning ſhall convince me of my Error ; and then I hope 
never to be ſo proud in Spirit as not to confeſs myſelf wiſer 


than I was before. It, when you allud:d to my ſuffering 
« ſome Mortification and Pain of Mind” (P. 13.) you ſup- 


poſed that your Remarks would produce thoſe © Diſquietudes 


(of Soul,” I can aſſure you that your Expectations are almoſt 


wholly fruſtrated. Not that I can ſay with St. Paul, © I take 


& Pleaſure in Reproaches.“ 11. Cor, xii. 10. Far from it! 
I could wiſh to behave myſelf fo wiſely, that I may not be 
evil-ſpoken of: but your virwent Inveftives give me leſs Pain 
than if they had been ſuch as proceed from the Meekneſs of 
Wiſdom. Many of your Calumnies are ſo very groſs that 


they confute themſelves. Solomon ſays © The Heart know. 


« eth his own Bitterneſs.” Prov, xiv. 10. Now all the Bit- 
terneſs I ſuffer as being Author of the Hints, is not from be- 
ing reviled and abuſed by your malicious $neers, but from 
having ſaid o much; more than I need to have ſaid, for 
Qui nimis probat, probat nihil, he who proves too much, in 


fact, proves nothing; that is, a Man often weakens his Cauſe | 
by ſaying ue much, —This has been my Caſe ; but as the 


burnt Child dreads the Fire (excuſe this a, ir)” T ſhall 


be more circumſpect in this Reply. 
In P. 29. you enter upon a Refutation of one Paſſage of 


mine, which has been treated by You, in a manner that 
proves you a Sophiſt and Cavillr, but wretchedly deſtitute of 


that Ingenuouſneſs of Diſpoſition; that Integrity of Heart, 


which every Man ought to poſſeſs who declares that he is in | 


1 


* 
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Search of Truth, and Truth alone. But it in evident, foal 
hence, that ou are not that Man; You are the Advocate of 
a Party; the Champion of a Cauſe, deterfnined to contend- 
tor it Right or Wrong; rather than the honeſt Enquirer after 
Truth. If it was not ſo, you would not have dared fo infa- 
mouſly to interpret my Sentiments ; and to put ſuch a Gloſs 
on my Words that they appear to ſignify what never yet was 
meant. Excluſively of this baſe Attempt to pervert the Te- 
nor of my Sentiments, I muſt accuſe you of Conduct the moſt 
unfair and unpardonable that an Adverſary can be guilty of. 
You have given a mutilated Quotation; and have therein put 
a falſe Concord which you did not find in my Pamphlet. On 
this account I muſt give the Lines a Place here, to rectify the 
Paſſage to the World, and thereby to give a Specimen of your 
Juſtice and Regatd to Truth. Having urged you to preach, 
on a certain given Subject, I faid, © and by the Force of your 
| « Eloquence to prove to Mankind that the Impiety of the 
« Lives of their Clergy, (if they happened to live under the Mi. 
« niftry. of ſuch Mretebes) did not in the leaſt deprive them of 
any Benefits to be derived from the Means of Grace which 
« Chriſt had promiſed them through the Functions of the 
«Prieſtly Office.“ (P. 9. Hints) Now you artfully omitted 
the Words in the Parentheſis here put in Italics, becauſe you 
well knew that their Appearance would at once overturn the 


Conſtruction which: you afterwards, put upon them, and 


which enabled you to fill up ſeven or eight Pages with Serip- 
ture and Irony; taking Care to repeat, ſeven Times, three 
little Words [ ix HGE LEAST] repreſented thus in large Let- 
ters, that they may be more emphaticaly ſneering. Had you 
quoted fairh, any honeſt impartial Reader, would immediate - 


ly have perceived that my Meaning could not be what you 
have' ſtated it t6 l, as, within the Parentheſis, I applied, the 
odious Appellation of Mreiches, to impious Miniſters; and 
FFF 
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the unjuſt Liberty to ſay for me. But ſome Men will ſtick 
at nothing! no Means, however iniquitous, ſhall be left un- 
tried, ſo they can but ſucceed in their Deſigns. 
Had I faid what here follows, © and by the Force of 
« your Eloquence to prove to Mankind, that their Salvation 
4 would be as much forwarded by ungodly and profane Mini- 
ſters, as by the moſt godly, the moſt zealous and devout” 
chen, Sir, I had fairly deſerved to be the Object of your 
Raillery, and the Places of Scripture, which you quoted 
againſt me, had been as Coals of Fire heaped on my Head, 
convifting and convincing me of having ſpoken Blaſphemy 
againſt the Mord of God; but at preſent they only ſerve as 
Monuments to diſgrace the Man who can ſo unfairly quote, 
ſo iniquitouſly comment, and ſo impiouſly miſapply.- But 
now, Sir, for the Confirmation of my Words. —I was there 
ſuppoſing the official Duties of the impious Clergy to be re- 
gularly attended to; that is to ſay, that they pray, preach, and 
admin iſter the Sacraments; and theſe, you een are called 
Means of Grace 
At the ſame Time I ſuppoſed their own ** not ks 
holy and correſponding totheſe Ordinances, and the Inſtruc-' 
tions they give to the People. You indeed fay, that if an 
ungodly Man go out to teach at all, he will teach Ungodlineſs 
by Precept, or Example, or both; (22) and that his Doctrine 
muſt be as bad as his Liſe (22), but I the Poſition ſo 
far as Precept is concerned. One cannot preſume that any 
Clergyman, however bad may be his Life (whether Drunk- 
ard, Blaſphemer, or Adulterer) would be weat enough (ſet- 
ting aſide the Inpiery) to advance, in his Diſcourſes, Doc- 
trines of the fame Criminal Tendency; that if he ſhould be 
a Drunkard himſelf, he would recommend others to © tarry 
long at the Wine; and ſo on ene to which 
ö eee, W730 eh ee 
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Well, Sir! will you, now, ſay that the Efficacy of theſe 
' Ordinances depends upon the Piety of the Perſon who admi- 
niſters them? Are the public Prayers of the Church to be 
rejected, and not to enter into the Preſence of the Lord, and 
will He not hearken to their Petitions. nor grant their Re- 
queſts, becauſe they are offered by a Miniſter whoſe Liſe is 
ungodly? I am well aware, Sir, that it is faid, ann 
« fervent Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much ;” and 
alſo that © the Prayers of the Wicked are an Abomination to 
« God:“ but the Tenor of theſe Paſſages is to be taken in 
an [ndividual Senſe, applied to every Man ſingh, and not to 
a Man who is the Mouth of a Congregation (as Miniſters 
are), for while his own Prayer may be abominable on account 
of his Wickedneſs, there may be ſome righteous Men in the 
Congregation who join with him in the ſame Prayers, which 
n aſcend to the Lord as a ſweet · imelling Savour. 

As to the Euchart or Lord's Supper, the faithful and 
eee Believer does not deem the Benefits of that 
ſolemn Banquet dependent on the Perſon through whoſe 
Hands he receives the heavenly Food, as the Servant of 
the Lord Jeſus, but he looks up to the great High Prieft 
himſelf, who wil emiare exam hin Bo Food! Eer-: 
nal Life, KY 
As to Preaching, aer 1 * that the Words which 
We Man ſink deeper, and make more Impreſ- 
fon upon the Generality of his Hearers, than thoſe uttered 
by a Man whoſe Profligacy is ſo, notorious, that his Life is a 
Negation to his Precepts, yet the ſame Words are the fame 
IVards come from whom they may; as Gold is ſtill Gold 
however it may paſs through dirty Fingers. Pray l Sir! 
is your Conſcience ſo very ſcrupulous that you would: refuſe 
a Guinea if it ſhould be offered or brought to you by a Col- 
lier with dirty Hands, or even by a Perſon fo, given up to 
Iniquity as to be unto every good Work reprobate, I rather 
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think you would pocket the Afront with fewer cenſorious 
Remarks upon the Perſon, than what I have received for 
offering You, and your Brethren in Error, a few Hints. — 
Thus, Sir, ought Men to act when the Riches of Grace are 
brought to them ! they ſhould not ſo much eonſider the Purity 
and Cleanlineſs of the Bearer as the Value of the Giſt. A 

Sermonic Writer, in the early Part of the laſt Century, 

fr. Henry Smith) judiciouſly obſerves (P. 307.) that“ Elijah 
did not refuſe his Food becauſe it was brought to him by 
«© Ravens inſtead of Doves,” Now, Sir, theſe Birds are not 
 &s celebrated for their Innocence as Doves are, and yet it 
feems a Prophet of God did not ſcruple to take his Sufte- 
nance from - ſuch impure-Bearers of it; becauſe he knew it 
was ſent to him from God. Here, Sir l you ſee the Al- 
mighty makes-uſe of an impure Inſtrument to carry Food to 
his Prophet; and thus if, in his Wiſdom, he ſhall think fie 
to convey the Spiritual Food of our Souls by an ungodly Mi- 
niſter, we are not to reject it on that Account, but to par- 
take of the Repaſt, with Gratitude to the Being who ſent it. 
If then you will be ſo good as to exerciſe your Skill in 
| Compoſition, and make a Diſcourſe" for me relative to this 
Doctrine, according to the Senſe of the Words here given I 
can aſſure You, Sir, that I nave not the kat Objection to under- 
take the Mifon you propoſe to me (P. 33.) but will preach 
it in as many Cathedrals, Churches, Chapels, and Methodiſt 
Chapels (I was going to ſay Methodiſt Meeting-houſes but that 
might have offended You) as ſhall be open to & ſo promiſing 
4 Mifſfionary.” (Pe 34.) [But, by the bye, Sir, as you fay | 
I need not fear the Cenſure of my Saperiors for doing ſo, being 
an extraordinary Caſe (and of Courſe extraordinary Caſes are 
_ a Sandtion for extraordinary Improprieties of Conduct, at leaſt 

Mr. Benſon hints as much, (P. 34.) will you be ſo good as 
to indemnify me; by undergoing, in my Stead, ſuch Puniſh- 
ment, as they, in-their Wiſdom, ſhall think proper to inflict 
11 8 upon 
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upon me? This, Sir! is a Point of Prudence that 1 ought to 
attend to.] Upon a Topic of this Kind, if you make a 
judicious Sermon for me, there is no Doubt but « the Zffefts 
of my Elocution will be aſtoniſhing” (P. 33.) and the probable 


Conſequence will be, that, as the Generality of the People 
will be convinced there is no Neceſſity to have Methodiſtie 
Teachers any longer, their Chapels will be converted into 
ſome u/eful ManufaFories, and the Nation will become a more 
happy and united People, fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, 
not running after ſeducing Teachers but. minding their 
Worldly Buſineſs fix Days in ſeven, and their Religion more 
duly on the Sabbath, labour ng with their Hands the Thing 
4 which is good, fo as not merely to ſupply their own Wants, 
&« but to have to give to him that needeth.“ Epheſ. iv. 28. 

I now proceed to P. 31. wherein you have been fo kind 
not only to ſelect a few Texts for my Choice as the Theme 
of the Sermon (you propoſe for me to preach) but have been 
at the Pains to comment upon them, and to give ſome © ge- 
« neral Outlines of the Sermon ſketched chiefly (as you ſay) 
by my Pencil! (P. 38.) but as I ſay»net at all, for, as I 
have juſt before proved, my Meaning has been moſt infa- 
mouſly miſrepreſented. However, Sir, as you have given 
me theſe Texts to chooſe out of, I ſhall take the fit; and 
you will give me leave now to ſtate to You in what Manner 

I ſhould diſcourſe upon it before an Aſſembly of the Gody in 
a Methodiſt Chapel. Here let us ſuppoſe that I have entered 
upon the Miffion, and my Sermon been approved of in our 
Cathedrals and Churches. I then “ cond:ſcend ſo far as to enter 
your Chapels (P. 34.) and you will therefore imagine me 
now aſcending the Pulpit-Steps, not in the Style of thoſe Pe- 
tit-Maitre Parſons whom the amiable Cowper (in his Taſk, 
Book 2d.) fo juſtly and humorouſly deſcribes as © ſkipping up 
and then.ſkipping down again,” but with as much ſolemn 
Deliberation as though my Toes were Victims to hard Drink- 
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ing, and reeling about the Streets. Saſely arrived to the 
Summit of my Journey, I ſend forth a gentle Zem or two, 
and then in a Style of Methodiftic Sanctity, I ſoftly pro- 
nounce, Let us—offer up—our Hearts to Ged—Brethren— 
by Prayer, Then, Sir, like one of the Hypocritical Profeſ- 
fors of Religion deſcribed in 23d. Ch. of St. Matthew, for a 


Pretence | make a long Prayer, repeating the ſame Thing a great 


many Times, leſt God ſhould not hear me, for, (as Elijah 
faid ſneeringly to the Prophets of Baal) he might be talking, or, 
<« peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked” 1. Kings, 
Xviii. 27. Having proceeded” thus far ſecundum Artem, or 
diſguiſed under the Hypocrite's Maſk, I next give out the 


Text as follows, —* The 34th Part—of the Prophecy—of the 


Prephet=—Ezekigel—from the 24. to the 7th, Diviſion of it.” — 
Hem! In this Manner, Sir, would I name the Text, by 
way of ingratiating myſelf with my Hearers, becauſe, if I 
was to ſay, At the 34th. Chap. of Ezekiel, (or, of the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel) from the and. to the 7th Verſe, you will find 


' theſe Words, that would be acting too much after the Man- 
ner of the profane and ungodly Miniſters of the Eflabliſhed 


Church, and by that means my Hearers may inſtantly con- 
ceive a Prejudice againſt me, which all the Force of my Ar- 
guments, however cogent, would not be able to remove; 
and conſequently I ſhould & open my Mouth to them in vain,” 

The Place of the Text thus named, with a certain Solemni- 
ty of Countenance, and proper Contra#tions of the Lips, 1 

proceed, with due Deliberation and ſtrong Emphaſis, to recite 
the Words, Thus ſaith— the Lord God—unto the Shepherds ; 


oe! be—to the Shepherd of Ia, Fe, Sc. 


You, Sir, well know, for beyond all Doubt you have 
practiſed it yourſelf, that it is the Buſineſs, the incumbent Du- 


ty, of every public Speaker (if he wiſhes to ſucceed in the Ob- 


jects of his Eloquence) to endeayour to impreſs his Hearers 


with 2 goed Opinion of Him,—On this Principle then, Sir, 


having 
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having thus ſpecified the Purport of my Meſſage to them; 1 
make a ſufficient Pauſe, and elevate my Eyes towards the Ceils 
ing; becauſe, Sir, that God who dwelleth in the Heavens 
(and whoſe Preſence pervadeth every Place, beholding the 
Evil and the Good, becauſe this omnipreſent Being) muſt be 
neceſlarily more viſible on the Ceiling than he is on the Floor, 
therefore I caſt my Eyes, with pious Glances, towards that 
Place where he & dwelleth between the Cherubims.“ This 
anſwers my Purpoſe, for the Saints inſtantly believe that I am 
(like the wiſe Woman who reaſoned with Job) © One of 
them that are faithful in Iſrael,” 11. Sam. xx. 17. for ſay 
they, in what a fine, ſolemn Manner he has given out the 
Text.'—Now, Sir, though I oughr, by way of 2 to 
me a favourable Attention during the whole Difcourfs, 
firive to retain upon my Features that demure Sanctity & 
'Countenance fo eſſential to One who is to ſpeak © to the 
«Saints and faithful Brethren in Chriſt,“ Colofl. i. 2. yet, 
Sir, I muſt conſeſs that I cannot play the Hypocrite /o lang, 
conſequently 4 the Door of my Mouth” will not move upon 
its Hinges in that for and gradual Manner which it did du- 
ring the Time of reciting the Text; but (my Countenance 
duly ſerious, and) my Voice impreſſed with that Firmneſs of 
Tone which becomes. a Man who knows himſelf in a right 


Cauks, I begin wy Diſcourſs as follows, 


- BRETHREN | | 
THE Words of our Text are ſo numerous, fo 
crowded with Metaphors, and the Matter they 
"fgnify: ſo y various er important, that ir I was to 


J ˙ eine a es | 
on the Ceiling as is ftequently to be met with in our Churches, but, Sir, the 
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explain to Ye each Particular, it would require 
that I ſhould. preach till Midnight ; | I am ſuppoſing, 
Sir, this to be an Evening Diſcorrſe] but there are 
ſome Points much more neceſſary to be known by 


5 You than Others, and on 7/e/? I ſhall principally 
expatiate. Woe be to the Shepherds of Iſrael,” 


&c. Here you ſee that God has denounced Woe 
againſt thoſe Shepherds who do not feed the 


Sheep and Lambs of God; therefore it behoves 


them to look well to their Conduct that they do 
not come under this Condemnation. My Brethren! 


the Impiety of ſome of the Shepherds of this 


Land, and their ſhameful Neglect of their Paſ- 
toral Duties, is a Cauſe of Grief to all ſerious 
and conſiderate Chriſtians, and ſincerely do ſuch 
Perſons pray that God would give us Paſtors 
according to his Heart, who ſhall feed us with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, 8c. [as muck more 
ſaid as one may. naturally ſuppoſe would enfue from ſuck 
a Theme,] However there is a Circumſtance neceſ- 
farily ariſing out of this Subject, to which I muſt 


beg leave to direct your Minds, as perhaps you 


have not hitherto been duly aware of its Conſe- 


quence to You. Vou have refuſed to aſſociate 


with thoſe that are not ſo holy as you are, and have 


followed your own Luſts in the Choice of Teach- 


ers. You have come out from among your once 
Fellow-worſhippers in the Church, becauſe. ſome 
of the Miniſters are not what pleaſe You.” You 


think oy do not feed the Flock ofChriſt as they 
_ ought 


| ( 43 ) 

ought to do, neither giving them their Meat in 
due Seaſon nor filling them with that which is 
good, but giving them the dry Herbs which are 
gathered out of the Fields of Morality. This you 


think juſtifies your Separation, or in plain Terms, 
you have in great Part quitted the Church and 
moſtly reſort to theſe Places, becauſe the Miniſ- 

ters are not free from all Infirmity, and becauſe 
there are ſome other of its Members who are not 
ſo pious as they ought to be, and ſome flagrantly 


Wicked. This, I ſay, you think is ſufficient Cauſe 


for you to ſeparate, and withdraw yourſelves ſrom 
them, But I think you are miſtaken, for you 
ſnould recollect that the Jews were reprehended 
by the Prophet Iſaiah, as being diſpleaſing to God 
becauſe. they kept others from lem (which is tan- 
tamount to keeping themſelves from others) on a 
Principle of Pride and Self-righteouſneſs, ſaying, 
Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me, for I am 
<hoher than thou.“ Iſaiah Ixv. 3. Now pleaſe 
to attend for a few Minutes to what the Prophet 
Ezekie lſays in the $th Verſe, of our Text. © And 
they were ſcattered becauſe there was no Shep- 
* herd: and they became Meat to all the Beaſts of 
the Field when they were ſcattered.“ NOW 
this cannot have been your Caſe: you never were 
| W e Thowgs perhaps 56 . 
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herd was not as diligent and attentive to Ye as he 
ought to have been. However the Caſe is pre · 
cifely the fame in Effe when the Sheep wauder 
from the Shepherd, as when they are without one. 
They become Meat to the Beaſts of the Field: 
they are liable to be ſeized upon by the / Voraci- 
ouſneſs of every Beaſt of Prey that ſhall go about 
ſecking ſomething to devour. We are not told 
that if the Sheep will fly from theſe negligent 
Shepherds, the Lord will unite them, and give 
them ſuch faithful Shepherds that they ſhall not 
be ſcattered any more, but it is ſaid when the 
Sheep were ſcattered they became Meat to the 
Beaſts of the Field. St. John in his Goſpel ſays. 
when the Shepherd leaveth his Sheep and fleeth, 
lor, which is equally fatal in conſequence, when 
the Sheep leave tlie Shepherd, and ſtray in Parties 
from under his Care) the Wolf catcheth them, 
and ſcattereth them. Now what does the Pro- 
phet or Evangeliſt mean by the Beifs of the Field, 
and Wolves ? Why, Brethren! this is afigurative 
Way. of Speaking, wherein they evidently fignify: 
Falſe Teachers! Men who lie in wait to deceive 
if it were pöſſible even the very Elect. Theſe 
are thoſe Lions that are greedy of Prey, and as it 
were young Lions lurking in fecret Places. Pſalm 
XVI. 12. Theſe'arg they WC¹- will go round 
about the City, and wander up and down for 
e Meat; for Proſelytes or Converts to their 
Doctrine, © and grudge if they be not ſatisfied;” 
D721 | | Bs 57 | | that 
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that is, will accuſe you with wilful Blindoeſsz 

or wonder at your Darkneſs, that you cannot ſee. 
clearly the Way of Life (which key profeſs to 
teach) from the Way of Perdition as taught in 
the Churches of this Land. This Brethren is 
the true Meaning of Beaſts of the Field, and the 
People (well-meaning but eaſily deluded People) 
are the Meat of theſe - Bea/ts, the Prey of theſe 
Lions and Wolves ; for it is from the Bounty of the 
People they are fed, and clothe themſelves with 
your Wool; © they kill with the Poiſon of their 
falſe Doctrine | thoſe they found fed already.” 
(F. 36.) that is, ſuch as have been taught by hs 
regular Miniſters right Notions of Religion they con- 
found and bewilder by their ſubtle Dealings and 
perverted Applications of Scripture. In this re- 
ſpect they may be compared to the Whore in the 
Proverbs, -* With their much fair Speech they 
 *eauſe the Unvary to yield.” Theſe are ſuch 
Prophets as Ezekiel deſcribes in his 33d Chapter: 

« Who propheſy out of their own Hearts, and 
« fallow their own Spirit.” Theſe are thoſe 


5 ens. who have their © right Ey es dark- 


<,ened,” and their wrong Eyes opened. Theſe 
are they who have climbed over the Wall into 
the Sheep - ſold. Theſe are thoſe. blind Guides 
who ſtrain at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel; i. e. 
they exhort the People to forſake their Teachers 
if they are not as perfect as Angels, for that it is 
a Sin e my Brethren it is but a Gnat-lite 
Sin 
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Sin at the worſt); to live under the Miniſtration 


of the Word by angudly Men; but at the ſame 


Time they can ſwallow the Camel-like Sin (for 


their Conſcienees have large Throats, they are like | 
open Sepulchres, they can readily: gorge the 


| CameHike Sin) of Schiſm, or creating Diviſions 


in the Church.—Of all the Evils that Men can 
ſuffer none is more lamentable than that of being 
deluded into by- ways with the falſe Light of 
Schiſmatic Teachers of Dae e er as meets | 


87 obſerves, chere! 6333 | 0 


No Poiſon worſe than Scripture bac ue 255 | 
* Therefore, Qye Children hearken to me now, 
and attend to the an of md Mouth.” 


Prov: vii. er 24.243 biugh 


[gut no ſack! Thing) Sir! RE Ve SIGIR 
Aſſembly They all come upon me with one Accord: they 
are infant with loud Voices declaring to have me (Iwill not 
laß crucified, but) thruſt out of the Meeting. Down with 


bim! Down with him! And let not ſuch a Fellow as this get 


into our Pulpit again! What! does he come here to abuſe us 


© to our Faces in our 9wn Sion? We know more of Scripture 


© than he does! We are wiſer than ſuch Teachers as Him / 
© Away with the Babbler We will not hear him any longer!* 
Now, Sir, asT am not of a very timid Diſpoſition, nor 


readily frightened ; and as I have learnt (from the Bible,' Sir) 


that the Apoſtles themſelves were ſometimes ſubject to theſe 
Inconveniencies of having whole Aſſemblies. up in Arms 
againſt them, owing. to the Judaical or -Moſgical Bigotry of 
the Hearers of their Define, fol endeavpur to pacify the 
Tumult, and to, ſtill the Waves of their Anger by ſuch 
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4 to them with the Hand, I hold up a white Handkerchief 
as a Flag of Truce to ſtop further Hoſtilities, —loudly voci- 
 ferating Hear mel hear me! if it be but a Minute or two 
longer I ſpeak as to wiſe Men (Prudence, Sir, ſuggeſts to me 
to uſe this Addreſs to them, whatever I may think), © Judge ye 
what I ſay.” However they are like the deaf Adder (I do not 
mean to ſay they refuſe to hear the Voice of the Charmer; but) | 
they refuſe to hear the Voice of a Preacher who will point 
to them the Error of their Ways. Out with him! Out 
with him! Let not ſuch a profane Wretch pollute, our 
Sanctuary with his perverſe Doctrine. Let not ſuch a Goat 
remain among God's Sheep any longer! Catch him by the 
© Beard, and Out with him | Out! Out! Out! | 
Regard to Self-p7eſervation induces me to comply rather 
than be —not merely knocked dnon, but — Inocted in the Head; 
and, Sir, I do aſſure” you I would not wiſh to be ſo ſerved, 
even if the Stroke was to come from the Arm of a Saint: 
Thus I am obliged to ſkip. down again rather ſaſter than I ſxipt 
up, and leave; my Oration, unfiniſhed, However, Sir, as I 
am thus prevented from concluding my primary Harangue to 
the Methodiſts (though nearly the ſame Diſcourſe was well 
received in our Cathedrals and Churches) you will give me 
leave to preſent you with a Sight of the Remainder, in al- 
"moſt the ſame Style I ſhould have ſpoken to them, had I been 
ſuffered to proceed. The laſt Words I uttered: before the 
Uproar commenced, were, Hearken to me now, O ye Child- 
ren, and attend to the Words of my Mouth. + 
Daerefore, that is to ſay, by means of theſe ſub- 
tle Dealings (for as- © knowledge is eaſy to him 
< that underſtandeth,” ſo an artful ſeemingly, pious 
Man can eaſily impoſe upon the ſimple, who be- 
* More SIE ee therefore I ſay) the War 8 
fall 
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fall unto them, and thereout ſuck they no ſmall 
Advantage, making a Gain of Godlineſs.“ 
Its very true, indeed! they amuſe You with 
Accounts of their great Zeal for propagating the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; that © with great Expence and 
Labour, they build Chapels and Preaching-hou- - 
( ſes in all the Britiſh Dominions in Europe, in the 
* Weſt Indies, and in the northern Continent of 
« America, for the fo/e Purpoſe of having the Doc- 
« trines of our Church” (that is of the Coſpel by 
their own Confeſſion) taught in thoſe Places; and 
that they keep many hundreds of Men © employed 
* in travelling about from Day to Day, to ow 
« the Knowledge of theſe Doctrines.“ (P. 40) So 
far, my Brethren, the Methodiſtic Teachers A 
an Advantage over the Clergy of this Country du- 
Iy appointed to watch over your Souls; for while 
many of us can ſcarce afford to travel twenty Miles 
from Home, theſe Men are travelling from Country 
to Country, (acquiring thereby a practical Know- 
ledge of the World,) and their travelling Expen- 
ces defrayed out of the Purſe of the too credulous 
Join Bull; or, in plain Terms, out of the Pockets 
of unſuſpeFing Engliſhmen ; who never once conſi- 
der the enormous Sum requiſite to maintain many 
Hundredi of Travellers Day after Day. I am not 2 
preſent prepared to give you an accurate Statement 
of it, but it would afon;ft You beyond what you 
can now fuppoſe? It would require no very mean 


Atrithmetician to calculate the un expend- 
ed 
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EY to ſupport theſe Men. It cannot be denied 
that they do ere ſuch Buildings; nor can ſuch 
Ediſices be raiſed without Expence and Labour. 
As to the Labour I will not ſay it is wholly their Bu- 
ſineſs, for perhaps there are as many (or more) of 
our profane and ungodly Men who © make Bricks 
for them, or hew Stones out of the Rock, and 
daub their Hands in the tempered Mortar,” with 
which ſuch Houſes are built, as there are Brick - 
Makets and Maſons out of the Society of Saints. 
80 far I believe we lend them a helping Hand to 
erect Goſpet-Shops (as they are foaliſuly termed by 
ſome) in Oppoſition to our Churches; and ſo far 
Perhaps we do not ſtudy our own Peace, how- 
eyer it may be to the Profit of ſome of us to 
ſerve them. A prudent General certainly would 
neither lend nor hire his Soldiers to afhſt an Enemy 
to raiſe Fortifications from whence #4ey Wen bat- 
ter at and annoy his Citadel. 
A As to the Expence which I was going to men- 
tion, I believe that is wholly their own. But then 
where is the Money obtained from that pays the 
Expence? Why from You, the People, who fol- 
low them into theſe Houſes. You are the Meat 
that feeds theſe Beaſts of Prey, and it is the Hee- 
res of You, the Sheep, which pay for the Build- 
ing of thoſe Dens where they lie in Wait to catch 
the Poor; and where they do catch the Poor (and 
ſometimes the Rich too) when they dra them 
no their Net of * Deluſion (I will not ſay of 
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curfong, but) of Lies; the Deluſion of © believing , 
every Paſſage of Scripture, however meant ap- 
plied to ſerve their Intereſts. 

Theſe Things Brethren have POLY proper 
to ſpeak unto Ye. Whether or not I have ſpoken 
« ſound Speech” I ſhall refer to your Judgments; 
and ſhall now finiſh this Diſcourſe with a Quotati-. 
on from the 1ſt. Ch. on Solomon's OT 1 80 
Verſe. 

« Surely in vain the Net i is ſpread in the Sight of 
th any Bird.” So'l hope as I have now endeavour- 
ed to convince you of your Error, that ye will be 
no longer caught in the Net por forth by the 
Methodiftic Teachers. 


Finally Brethren, Farewell! and the Lord be 
with you all; Amen, Amen! * 


Sch, Mr. Benſon, is Ye FO: 1 ſhould hive - 
| os from the Words you gave for a Theme, 1 51 
been allowed to go from the Aipha to the Omega of it. 
have not a Doubt of its being a Diſcourſe of that Kind a 
well compoſed, ſo happily expreſſed, and in ſhort, Sir, ſo 
much ad Rem, or ſo much to the Purpoſe), that it will © re- 
< Juce you to this Dilemma“ (P. 18) either to make you 
confeſs that you had moſt ſtupidly miſtaken a plain Sentence, 
or moſt 'baſely endeavoured to warp and miſrepreſent it; and 
in either Caſe had been weak enough, or impious enough, to 
miſapply the Paſſage from Ezekiel, as it tells more- againſt 
You than for You. Thus, Sir, have I preſented you with 
a Specimen of my Skill in the ſermonizing Art, 
O Benſon! Benſon! (ſee P. 23. 1ſt. Def. O Simon! 
Simon 1) faintly as thou art R's to be, learned as thou 
art 
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art ſaid to be, and acute as (I gueſs) thou thinks? thyſelf. 


to be, I cannot but abhor thy Impiety and pity the Weak- 


neſs frequently ſhewn in thy © farther Defence.” Though 


at firſt I judged myſelf inferior to Thee in arguing, and many 


of thy weak Principles appeared to me as © ſtrong Reaſons,” 
Iſaiah xli. 21.' yet I now ſee their Fallacy, my Mind is 
opened to diſcern more clearly Good from Evil, Truth 


from Error, and I now find myſelf able to foil thee in moſt 


Places with Weapons of thine own Choice: nay ! to wreſt 
the Sword out of thine Hand, and then cut thee down with 
that very Inſtrument with which Thou didſt intend to 4¼ 


me. There are indeed ſome Points that will induce me 
to cry out Cedo tibi Benſine, and when thou heareſt thoſe 
Words, ſurely, thou wilt © not make me afraid, neither ſhall 
« thy Hand be heavy upon me Job xxxiii. 7. 
But wilt, in Mercy, ſpare me; for, you know, 
« Tis Honoug to forgive a yie/ding Foe.” 
With reſpect to your Definition of Schiſm, I ſhall not con- 


tend with you by Reaſoning of my own Head, which (as you 


ſay) is weak, and therefore I ought not to pretend to be any 


Judge in Literature, particularly when the Opinion of ſo 


great a Man as yourſelf is in the oppoſite Scale. It is poſſible, 
Sir, that yaur Definition of Schiſm, may be right, but my 
Courſe of Reading has taught me to think otherwiſe, I could 
quote to you ſome: Names, whoſe Theological Characters, 
as ſound Divines, ſtand as high in Repute, as thoſe Jou have 


named, from whoſe Writings, as . the Bible, 


I have received my Notions of Schiſn. 

Of theſe I ſhall name but two, Dr. Lott, (Author of 
the Chriſtian Life. and Sermons, in two folio. Volumes) and 
Mr. Theophilus Churchman, (Author of the Hiftory of 


* see Note. 
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may be fairly deemed as good a Spiritual Guide, as the great 
Joſeph Benſon, or {till greater John Weſley. Now in a 
Pamphlet containing leſs than too Pages, ſuch as I intend 
this to be, it would be abſurd to introduce ing Quotations, - 
| and therefore ſhall here requeſt ſuch of my impartial. Readers, 
as wiſh to have a more perfect Knowledge of this Matter, 
to refer to either of thoſe two Writers for a Solution of any 
| Doubts they may have reſpecting Schiſm, Biſhops and Preſby- 
ters, &c. wherein they will find fo clear and cogent a Style 
of Reaſoning, that ſuch as are not wilfully determined to per- 
fiſt in Error, will endeavour to keep the Unity of the urch; 
and be fatisfied, that Epiſcapacy is an Inftitution from Chr ii, 
and that Biſhops and Preſbyters are not in every reſpect equal; 
but (as I faid in a Note ſubjoined to my Hints) that there are 
ſome Duties peculiar to the higheſt Rank of the Paſtoral 
Office, excluſive of thoſe which they have in common with 
other Prieſts, When Mankind ſhall be ſagisfied of th (and 
they who will but read the Bible impartial will have no Reaſon 
to doubt of it) it will be evident to them that they ought not to 
give heed to thoſe ſeducing Spirits, who endeavour to lead them 
into ſeparate Congregations, with the Pretence of greater God- 
lineſs under the Rule of Elurrs. Dr. Scott having clearly defined 
' wherein Schiſm conſiſts, treats of it under theſe three Points, 
Firft that Schiſms and unneceſſary Deviations from Church 
Communion do naturally four the Tempers of Men, and 
render them peeviſh and uncharitable towards each other,; 
| Secondhy, as leading to the fouleſt Hypocrifies, and Thirdly, as 
tending to downright Irreligion. (See P. 136. n 
Life. 1 
Mr. Churchman in Chapter i iv. en 
two Paſſages from St. Cyprian and St. Jerom Cyprian, in his 
- Epiſtle to Cornelius, uſeth theſe Words, Inde enim Schifeuata, 

Sc. From hence do ariſe Schiſms and Hereſies, whilſt 


1 the Biſhop, — but one in every Church, is ſlighted 
| wy 
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« by the proud Proſumption of ſome Men, &c.”—But, fays 
Mr, Churchman, becauſe it may poſſibly be thought that 


Cyprian (as being himſelf a Bißbop) might be partial in the 
beighteniag of his own Authority, I ſhall crave leave to back 


him with St. Hierome's Words, none of the greateſt Fautors 


of Epiſcapacy, who affirms as much; and tells us plaialy that 
the Safety of the Church depends on the chief Prieſt or Biſhop 
« Cu fo non exors et ab amnibus eminent detur Potgſſa“ to 
« whom, in caſe there be not given an eminent and tranſcen- 
dent Power, there will ſhortly be as many Scbiſius in the 
© Church: as Prigſs.“ 

- Now, Mr, B. I do not pretend to Infallibility i in Judg- 
ment. I may be deceived. Neither my Years nor Abilities 
exempt me from Miſtakes and Errors; but this I mult ſay, 
that, after the moſt inpartial, and not negligent, Enquiries 
into the Nature of Schiſm, I am induced to think you Me- 
thodiſts guilty of it, as I faid in my Hints. Till you can 
prove that your need{z/5 ſeparation from Us, and your very 
general Revilings of Us, do nt cauſe uncharitable Diviſions 
in the Church, you muſt give me leave to conſider yau as 
Schiſmatics, Whilſt you are arguing this Subject, you ſay 
(P. 45.) that only the truly pious are Members of Chriſt's 
myſtical Body. What you mean by the truly pious I have 
no preciſe Ides of, If you intend to fay that Hypocrites are 
not Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body, I accord with you 
in Sentiment, as I believe alſo that many there are who preach 


Chriſt, who do it more out of Strife, and a Diſpoſition to 
create Diviſions, than from Good-will, or fincere Faith in 


the Redemption wrought for us by the Blood of Jeſus. But 
if bythe truh pious you mean the m/ perfet? and deu. and 
chat Nane elſe are to be deemed Members, I cannot ſubſaribe 


to your Opinion: for as a Limb which is not perfe&h ſound 


is fill a Member of the Human Body, fo I believe that = 
Perſon whoſe Piety is fometimes imperſect and his Faith wa- 


vering 
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vering, is ſtill a Member of Chriſt ; as Peter was not ex- 
cluded from his Apoſtleſhip, although at one Time he was fo 


faithleſs as even to deny his Lord and Maſter, 
In P. 52, after having given me ſome ſharp ſneering Re- 


' bukes for my Remarks on the Manner in which our Viſita- 


tions are attended to, and for which I fairly lie open to much 
Conſure, though not to /o much as you have ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed upon me ever after you adverted to this Weakneſs of 
mine, you proceed thus, © I really think you deſerve and I 
« dareſay, at the next Viſitation, will meet with a ſevere Repri- 
“ mand (if you have not met with one already) from your 
& Superiors, for expoſing in this Manner the Nakednefs of 
& your Mother and Brethen.” How kind was this Conduct 
of Yours towards my Superiors ! Not only to tell them what 
you think their Duty, but to give them a Rule for the Exer- 


_ ciſeof it. It ſeems that ſimply to reprimand me had not been 


enough but it muſt be done with Severity. Such, at leaſt, is 
the Opinion of Mr, Benſon, regardleſs of that Precept which 


St. Paul gives to the Galatians, © Brethren, if a Man be over- 


« taken in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual reftore ſuch an one 
* in the Spirit of Meckneſ ; ; conſidering __ leſt Thou 


| © alſo be tempted. » Ch. vi. 1. 


But, Sir, though You may wiſh them to come upon me 
« with a Rod, not in Love, and in the Spirit of Meekneſs,” 
x. Cor. iv. 21. yet you muſt permit me an inferior offending 
Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church to tell you that the Su- 
periors of that Church do know more of the Power of the Keys, 
and the true Spirit of Church Diſcipline according to Evan- 


 gelical Directions than to puniſh Delinquents in ſuch an un- 


merciful Manner as You recommend. They have conſidered ' 
what St. Matthew has mentioned in the 18th, Ch. of his Goſ- 


pel, V. 15, 16, and 17, and which I think you ought to have 


conſidered, before you ventured to give them Directions how 


bo. AI RR np FOO 00,5 he 
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u buke me before all that others alſo may fear” to offend in like 
manner, yet at preſent, Sir, I am out ot the Reach of their 
Juriſdiction; being removed into the Dioceſe of Litchfield 
and Coventry (to the Town of Stafford); ſo that you ate 
not now * ſituated at ſuch a Diſtance from me” (P. 7) as 
you were when you wrote the Reply to my Hints : and, as 
we approximate in Reſidence, the Obſtacle to a Conference 
grows leſs, and therefore, Sir, I may perhaps pay you a Viſit 
in Perſon before theſe Sheets are out of the Preſs : not for the 
Purpoſe of uſing #nock-down Arguments, but to hear your 
Doctrine, to improve by your Eloquence, and to make my- 
ſelf known to you, that we may © plead together” Ifaiah xliii. 
206. as Men in ſearch of Truth; and for this Purpoſe « I 
« would fill my Mouth with Arguments,” Job xxiii. 4. 
though perhaps your Mind may be ſuch that I cannot © urn 
« you.” However if my Crime is ſuch as to deſerve a public 
Reprehenſion before private Remonſtrance has been tried, I 
am ſtill as much liable to the Cenſure of the Eccleſiaſtic Rulers 
of this Archdeaconry of Stafford as I was in that of Wor- 
ceſter; for I declare (on the Condition of forteiting my 
Honour and “ good Name” if any Man can prove the con- 
trary) that I had not the m diſlant Alluſion to that, or any 
Archdeaconry in particular, more than to others: but was 
general in my Cenſure when I ſaid (what I Hill perſift to ſay) 
that our Viſitations are little better than Meetings pro Forma; 
that is to ſay, neither Morals of Prieſts nor People are inug- 
tigated as they ought to be; or, if they are, we muſt not only 
be an © holy Nation“ but © a peculiar People,” for there are 
| ſeldom any Accuſations brought at ſuch Times againſt obſti- 
nate and flagrant Offenders either Clerics or Laymen ; and I 
preſume there are ſome (indeed too many!) of both Sorts to 
be met with in all Kingdoms and Nations upon Earth. . © 
In P. 53, you ſeem to blame me becauſe I“ fuſfigate my 
« Friends as well as Enemies,“ high as well as low, «© Arch- 
| « deacons, 
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* Jexcons, Rectors, Vicars, and Curates, as well 28, that 
ſanctimonious Body of People the Methodiſts, Now the Le- 
vitical Law faid * Thou ſhalt not reſpect the Perſon of 
* the Poor, nor honour the Perſon of the Mighty: but in 
« Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy Neighbour.” xix. 15. In 
the Proverbs we are told that © to have Reſpect of Perfons is 
not good; for, for a Piece of Bread that Man will tranſ- 
« preſs.” Ch. xxviii. 21. And the Apoftle directs us to do 
nothing by Partiality. 1ſt. Tim. v. 21. S0 far I W 


Conduct was in Conformity to theſe Directions. 


Lam not unmindful that the“ Elders who rule well 


E ſhould be counted worthy of double Honour ;” particular« 


ly fo when they anfwer to What the Apoſtle requires they 
ſhould, viz. as © jabouring in the Word and Dodtrine :” 
1. Tim. v. 17. I likewiſe remember that we are forbidden 
to ſpeak © Evil of the Ruler of the People. Acts xxiii. 5. 
Now whether we conſider this of the King as Supreme, or 
extend it to thoſe who rule under him, © for the Puniſhment 


4 of Evil Doers and the Praiſe of them that do well,“ ſtil its 


Force is binding upon our Conſciences; and even ſo that we 
fhould © not ſpeak Evil one of another: neither Laymen of 
Laymen, nor Clerics of Clerics ; nor HOO of er 
nor Clerics of Laymen. | 

| But to point out wherein our Superiors de Wah wah 


in my Opinion, is not to ſpeak Evil of them; but, on the 


Contrary, no more than what is Right : for as the Great 


| 6ught to be more eircumſpect in their Conduct, as they are 


like ties ſet on Hills, fo Mankind ought to be more vigilant 
to detect their Miſconduct and to urge them to © behave 
« themſelves wiſely,” as every Vice they commit is of more 
malignant Tendency and more injurious to the Intereſts of 


Virtue than ſuch Tranſgreſſions as happen among the inferior 


Orders of Mankind. Therefore, Sir, I faid chat our Viſi- 
tations were not conducted as they ought to be; and I fay 
A; fo 
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ſo ſtill :* for I am nat a Man of ſuch a Temper as to be fright» 


ena from ſaying what I deem the Truth: and, Sir, to prove 

to you (if you are not too ſcrupulous to take it for a Proof) 
that I'am not ſo completely a Slave to Avarice and Fear, as 

to dread ſaying what may be a Barrier to my own Intereſt and 

Preferment, (as you inſinuate in P. 52 and 3) J here aſſert 

before You and my Readers, that I am not without Hopes 

(principally from: Motives of Regard to Public Good, though 

not wholly unmindful of Se/f-Intereſt+) that before the Con- 


eluſion of this preſent Century (ſhort as the Period will be till 


it is terminated) or certainly before the next ſhall be far ad- 
vanced, ſome Regulation will take Place, which ſhall put the 
inferior Clergy of this Country in ſuch a State of Eaſe and 
Comfort as their Calling demands and entitles them te; that is, 
to enable them to live free from Penury, if they are frugal, for 
we cannot in theſe Days be 
Accounted rich with forty Pounds a * =. 
and alſo if it uud ſeem bet, to leſſen the enormous Incomes 
now poſſeſſed by ſome Dignitaries : Such Dignitaries I mean 
as are no where commanded or appointed in the Scriptures; 
for ſuch we do not want. Perhaps the Property now poſ- 
ſeſſed by them with very little National Good, might be much 
better employed if it was to be applied to the Purpoſe I have 
-juſt mentioned, to augment the Incomes of the. Inferior 
Clergy; reſerving a capital Fund ſufficient for the Purpoſe of 
building and repairing our Churches. By this means the ini- 
quitaus Abuſes of Charity upon Briefs would be obviated and 
done away, and the Nation benefited by being freed from ſuch 
Charges. This would be no ſacrilegious Violation of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Property, but would be really applying it to the true 
Sntereffs of the Church, How this is to be done with Judg- 


® See Note. I See Note. 
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| ment requires abler Heads than mine to arrange the 'Plan : 
'$ however, Sir, this is the wndifſembled Language of my Heart; 
| I feel the importance of its Object; and I ſpeak it without 
| Fear of any malicious Comments that You may * upon * 
{| or 2 Dread of Viſitation Reprimands. ' | 
| P. 60. „I challenge You, Sir, 3 mos 
; 3 Text out of the N. T which gives any, the lea/t, 
Hint, that the Minifters of the Goſpel, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
c are to be conſidered as Prieſts.” I am extremely glad, Sir, 
that You have thus given a general Challenge; not confining. 
it to myſelf alone, nor yet to Clerics only, but extending it 
alſo to Laymen, or any Man—Out of ſo many Perſons as you 
have thus ſet at Defiance, ſurely ! there are ſome who are fonder 
of ſearching the Scriptures than I am (according to what you 
fay) and who will be able to ſelect one ſingle Text (if not 
more) to hint at leaſt (if not clearly aſſert) that the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, Aricily ſpeaking, art to be conſidered as Prieſts. 
But before this Point can be argued properly, it is neceſſary 
that the Terms of your Propoſition ſhould be clearly under- 
ſtood.— If by Miniſters of. the Goſpel you mean to include all 
thoſe who go by that Name, then, Sir, I am ready to admit 
that there is not one {angle Text, in either the Old or N. T. 
which will authorize Mankind to conſider all of them as 
Prien. © Amongſt the firſt to be refuſed ſuch an Appellation 
is Mr. Joſeph Benſon ; and all ſuch S ordained Teachers, 
Whether or not the Miniſters of the Goſpel, /trithy ſpeaking, 
(i. e. ſuch as are duly ordained, and properly ſent to miniſter 
the Word) are to be. conſidered as Pries, I will not now 
argue with You, but ſhall leave this Point to be contended by 
ſome of my Reverend Brethren, or well-diſpoſed Laymen. 
However, Sir, if you ſhould be found in this Inſtance to have 
aſſerted a Truiſm (for moſt of your Poſitions I think are 

Falſſms) then neither You nor the World can have any | 

Reſon to complain of Frisia: for if there are no 

| | Prieſts 


$. 
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Prieſts, of courſe there cannot be any Prief-craft, and 
conſequently the Proverb, which you have applied in P. 
27. Like Pri like People,” is mere Nonſenſe. and 
your whole Argument there falls to the Ground” (P. 


61.) Thus, Sir, by means of your deep Counſels the World 


is happily fred from the great Evil of Prieſtcraft. But by 
the bye I fear we have: not yet got rid of Miniſter- craſt. In- 
- deed; if I am not much-deceived, there ſeems to be more of 
that Sort of Creft in the World now, particularly in this 
- Nation, than there ever was Prieſt-craft at any One Time, 
However, Sir, I hope the Day is, at no very remote Diſtance 
' when Minifer-craft as well as Prieſt-craft will be extermi- 
"mated, and when they, © who have now Eyes to ſee and yet 
«ſee not” ſhall have their Eyes opened to © behold the Bea/? 
© that was, and is not. the Beaſt of Schiſm. ]—And when this 
Nation ſhall have adopted your Opinion that the Prig/thood 
is aboliſhed, then, Sir, it will be neceſſary to have the whole 


Rubric altered, and the Book of Offices changed in Phraſe- 


ology, no longer ſaying Office for the Ordination of Prig/ts, 
but for the Ordination of Miniſters; and a Number of ſuch 


— co | 


LR &. &c. &. 

As to your Arguments e ee e 
. Fer the ſame Office, I am no further anxious to 
reply to them, than as it may tend to elucidate the Truth. 
Self Intereſt ſnould urge me to be ſilent, and to admit the 
Verity of your deciſive Language on this Point; becauſe I 
| ſhall then be myſelf equa: to a Biſbop, and that, you know, 


muſt be highly gratifying :to that Self-love and ſecret Exulta- 


tion which I preſume invariably exiſts in ſuch an © unregene- 
rate, unconverted” Mind, as You have declared mine to be. 
It is true, I aſſerted that Prieſts were not equal to Biſhops, 
The Proof of an Aſſertion reſts upon the Aſſertor, Nam As 


0 Probatio ; however, Sir, 1 ſhall reſign this 


H < Defence 
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Defence of my Poſition 'to the Biſhops e of theſe : 


V who.atein boperof attaining to Laus Sheves, and let them 
| fight the Battles wherein their own Honour is more nearly 
j concerned. My Welfare, (I mean my Dignity) will not ſuffer 
id even if the Biſhops ſhould be worſted in this Battle, and be 
| deprived of their mitred Supremacy, for I admit with Lou, 
| that it is not very likely © the Epiſcopal Crofier will ever be 
| & conferred! on One who makes ſuch an indiſcriminate Uſe 
il « of his Curatical Staff, &c.” (P. 53.) So far, Sir, we agree. 
| Reſpecting the Perſons by whom Ordination is to be 
1 .conferred, I cannot ſay that we ſo exactly harmonize in Sen- 
| timent. You ſay (P. 64.) that it mattered nothing © by | 
| 4 hom this was done, whether by Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, - or 
h Elder, if it were but done by thoſe that were proper Judges, 


| «© were the true Servants of Chriſt, and already in the ume 
q .« Miniſtry, Ce Es ep a UPPER 
bee 


| T'oproye the Mgr: of this Aﬀertion, diene 
i Deſhincs; and fay You are ready to diſpute it with me when- 
1 ever I pleaſe; From fo confident a Challenge as this, it may 
| reaſonably be inferred that you are ſurrounded with a Panoph; 
9 that you have put on the whole Armour of. -Controverſy, 
| | and are able to ſtand againſt the Mils of—a Curate. Fancy 


| - qaints you to my Mind's Eye, and methinks 4 now fee you 
in che Room, peeping through the Helmet of Sophifry; your 


Heart guarded with the Breaſt- plate of Confidence ; your Loins 
. girt about with /frong Delon; your Feet ſhod with the G % 
1 pel of Methadiſn; and above all taking the Shield of Fanati- 
| eim, wherewith you will be able to repel all the fiery Darts 
il of-—rational Divinity; and in your Hand the long Sword of 
. deep Learning, with which you will give your Stripling 
Adverſary, ſuch ſevere Strokes that he will be obliged to 
ij © reel under the Might of your Arm, and to ery out for 
= e e So thought the gigantie 


Goliath 
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Goliath the Champion of the Philiſtines ! Confident of Sua- 
ceſs he diſdained his Adverſary! But alas} (how ate the 
mighty fallen!) he fell, he was 4nocked down, by a'Pebble- 
ſtone hurled from the Sling of the little-David; and fo per- 
-haps will the Methodiſtic Azat:m Benſon, fall >< SCA 
of Truth thrown at him by the Curate Ruſſel. 
Now, Sir, it is a fortunate Circumſtance that you hap- 
pened to inſert thoſe Words which I have diſtinguiſhed by 
- Italics, for had you not mentioned the neceſſity of the Perſon 
being in the Miniſtry, who ordains others to preach the Goſ- 
pel, I ſhould certainly have concluded that it mattered nothing 
if it had been done by an old Woman; for I preſume, Sir, 
you cannot deny but that old Women may be true Servants 
of Chriſt, and proper Judges of ſuch Perſons as are fat for the 
Miniſterial Office: however, Sir, you have not been fo 
polite to the Ladies as to grant them the Privilege of laying 
on of Hands. Even St. Paul, the «ngallant® St. Paul, was 
more polite to them than you are, for in his Epiſtle to Titus 
he has permitted the © aged Women” to take a comfortable 
Drop now and then, provided they be © not given to much 
Wine, nor get drunk fo as to ſet a bad Example to the 
young Women who are required to be ſober, & and to love 
their Huſbands, and their Children.” But theſe things, 
Sir, are not to the Point we are arguing, —lt ſeems you grant 
the Power of Ordaining, to the Elders or Preſbyters. Now 
a Prieſt is a Preſbyter. I am a Prieſt ; therefore you grant 
it tome. No] (ſay you) you are neither Prieſt nor Pref- 
byter. As to a Prieſt there is no ſuch Thing, Sir, now. You 
are at beſt only a Miniſter. As to a Preſbyter, that you can- 
not be ; for you are a young Man, © a bold Youth of Yeſter- 
day.” (P. 86.) Preſbyter, Sir, let me tell you, is derived 


| ® See l. Cor. vii. 1, 


from 
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from TipioBue ſignifying Senex, an old Perſon.“ Mr. B.: 1 
thank you for this Etymology. Pray, Sir, when ſhall 7 be 
deemed a Preſhyter ? And when ſhall I have this Privilege? 
Why when you are 50 Years'old, you ſhall be deemed 
an Eder.“ Very well Sir! Every Man in the Miniſtry 
arrived to that Age is an Elder. An Elder is the ſame 
thing as a Biſhop (ſee P. 68.). It matters not which of them 
ordains, conſequently every Man who has lived haif'a Century 
has 4 Right to ordain ſuch Perſons to be Miniſters as he ſhall 


_ think properly qualified and called. What an excellent Syſtem 


of Church Government is this! How much Trouble and 


Guilt will it prevent! According to this Plan there will be 


no need of Titles to be given, nor Tefimonials to be ſigned. 


What a happy Circumſtance this for © Heads of Houſes, Tu- 


« tors and Fellows, ' Reftors and Vicars, who (if You ſpeak 
Truth) do now ſign manifeſt Falſhoods ! (P. 26. 
If an Elder wants a Curate, or a young Man wiſhes to 
take Orders, how men the Wiſh of either be Ren 
under this Syſtem, © 
The Candidate for the Miniſtry canes may bs his 


Age, whether young or old muſt for a Time live under the 
ye of his Elder ; and then the ſame Perſon who gives him 


his Title will make him a Parſon,*-and its all done as ſnug 
as can be under the Roof of his Patron, and Biſhop or Elder. 
What a charming Contrivance An Invention, Sir, wor- 


thy of your Methodiflic Head.“ (P. 56.) Ho it muſt tend 


to keep improper Perſons out of the Miniſtry, when, as the 
Power of granting Orders is multiplied, the Chance of 


| Caprice operating is encreaſed in the ſame Ratio! And how 


much are they indebted to you who abhor having the Nation 
full of Priſs or Miniſters ! It cannot be at all likely that 


See Note. 
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more will be admitted than r 


the Power of admitting them will be then granted to at leaſt 


ſeveral Hundreds, if not ſome Thouſands, inſtead of berween | 


FP START 2%. (89 
Mr. eee e eee 


. You, a Mcthodiſtic LEADER, with ſo little Reſpec?; but your 


Argumentation is ſo weak, and of ſuch- manifeſt evil Tendency. 


to orderiy Church Government, that I cannot help deriding it; 
and more particularly ſo as that is the Way in which y ou have 


generally, but not generouſly, treated me. Vou have had 
Recourſe to Deriſion more than to ſolid Argument, in order 


to confute the Reaioning in my Hints. Had you ever read 


a Line which I have in an old Book of Poems, it might (1 do 
not ſay poſitively would, but it might) have been uſeful: to you 
when You ſet about your © Farther Defence; and dope 


 faved Nu ſome Mortification and Pain of Mind,” The 


Poet's Obſervation-is this, Lin 
| u Who trafts bis Win iy Wit is fang tripe: | 


: On this Principle I treat you with Deriſion, for He 


Who truſts to Sneer, by Sneer ſhall foonelt fal. 

If you had ever read the 64th. Plalm with dus Attention 
it would have told you that Perſons of a certain Deſcription 
« ſhall make their own Tongue to fall upon themſelves :” Or 
the Goſpel of St. Matthew might have cautioned. you againſt 
ſo often thruſting at me with the Sword of Sarcaſm, for he 


ſays, * all they that take the Sword ſhall periſh. wich he 


« Sword,“ Ch. xxvi. 52. ſo if you had reaſoned with becoming 
Seriouſneſs, I ſhould not have thought of replying to you in 


any other Manner! than with ſerious Argument. 


P. 67, You ſay that the Dreſs of the aa wha ondaing 

« is the Ceremonial Part of the Buſineſs, and of u Kind of 
Conſequence whatever.” Now, Sir, ſhould I live till I am 
old enough to be an Elder, (that is, as before-faid, till I am 
os e e n 
| Aſſertion 


(&%) 
Ferſon meant in the Scripture, of Courſe I ſhall take upon me 
may become Elders, and ſo the Elderſhip not become extinct. 
for Want of Progeny to perpetuate the Race. And now, 
Sir, I'll tell you the Plan [ 1 eee bebe nene 


| _ me as an Eller to ordain. 


As © the Dreſs is of no Kind Gabe 
« ever” I hall purchaſe one of thoſe. V.eſtments worn in this 
Country by ſome of the Sons of the M pip, and which is uſu- 
ally denominated a Smort-Prock. This, Sir, I ſhall keep by 


me, and whenever I ſhall make any young Parſons, will put 


it on, for you kno the Dreſs is © of zo Kind of Conſequence 


| Ecyhateber.” Perhaps, beſore I ſhall be old enough to have 


this Power of Ordainiag, Lou will have flept with your Fa- 
chers, and your Bones be reſting in Peace amongſt Others 
of God's Sheep, for doubtleſs you would not be in Peace if a 
Coat was to lie near You. Now Sir that I may not forget 


my Obligations to the Man who converted me from the erro- 


neous Tenets of Epiſcopacy. to the more Evangelic Doctrine 
of Preſbytery, I ſhall impreſs.the Recollection of You on my 


Mind by changing the vulgar (and in ſome Meaſure obſcene) 


Appellation of Smock-Frock- into that of the Benfonian Robe ; 
and therefore, whenever I have Occaſion to uſe it, ſhall al- 
ways ſay to my Servant, John I am going to ORDAIN me 4 
Crate this Morning; 1 wiſh you would bring me down the 


 Bensontan Rope, Thus, Sir, | ſhall maniteſt my Vene- 
ration for the Man who taught me to overcome the Prejudice 


of Adem ad- 80 les won Lon dees ad being nd 
than this plain Robe. I hope, Sir, you will approve of my 
Scheme as you ſee I wiſh to perpetuate your Name in che 
Church of Elders. However as I am not yet converted to 
ene nor do 1 believe this © Tradition of the 

| A 
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4 Elders,” you 0 permit me, Sir, to enquire whether it is 
not authorived by Scripture for a Biſbap to wear the orna- 
mental Dreſs of Lawn Sleeves; and if it is, then, of Courſe 
it muſt be by Reaſon and Common Senſe, Upon locking 
into the 28th Chapter of Exodus, and the 8th of Leviticus, 
L find it ſaid that the Lord commanded Miſes to make Holy 
Garments for his Brother Aaron for Glory and for Beauty ; 
and amongſt ſeveral there enumerated a Robe is one, fo that 
1 perceive it muſt be of more Conſequence than You have aſ. 
ſerted it to be: for what the Lord hath ordained cannot be 
Judged of no Conſequence, ſince that would be © to contra- 
« dict- himſelf,” (P. 65.) Certainly the Lord would not 
have given a Command reſpecting the Dreſs, if he did not 
deem this “ ceremonial Part of the Buſineſs” (P. 67.) of 
ſome Uſe: and therefore it was that © He beautified Aaron 
“ with comely Ornaments, and clothed-him with rich Gar- 
ments; with Breeches,* with a long Robe, and with the 
Ephod.“ Eecleſus. xxv. 7, 8. So much, Sir, reſpecting the 

Dreſs of the Perſon who ordains. Page 64, You ſay thus, 
« St. Paul, in giving Directions to Timothy, expreſihy pro- 
4 hibits him from ordaining a Striker.“ Now, Sir, having 
carefully looked over the Epiſtle, 1 find no ſuch expreſt Pro- 
hibition as you have fo paſitiueꝶ aſſerted to be there. It is ſaid 
that a Biſbop.muſt be no Striker, that is to ſay an Elder, or a 
Man 50 Years old (as before ſaid), by which Time the Im- 
pulſe. of Yoath ought to have ſubſided ; at leaſt he ought to 
have learnt ſufficient Self- Government ſo as to © be angry and 
& yet fin not,“ Epheſ. iv. 20. or, in other Words, he ſhould 


ſo curb his Reſentment as not to knock a Man den, even if 


any ill- manner d Fellow ſhould give him the Lie. —Now if I. 
Was N with You on ſuch unfair Grounds as = 


15 | have 


virtually i 


mark, learn, and inwardly dige/t. 
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| have with me, I might ſay that Young Minjfrrs were net 
prohibited from being Strikers: but I will be candid enough 


to ſuppoſe that if the Command embraces the Higheſt, it 
judes the loweſt of Church Officers.” | 

But I'Qo not find any -expreſs Prohibition to their being 
ordained whò may be called Striters, or young Meri of that 


| generous Temper which will not brook a groſs Inſult, with- 
endeavouring & to chaſtiſe ſuch Inſolence.“ St. Paul's 


Words, Sir, do not allude to a Man about to enter upon an 
Office, but to One who has actually attained t it. He ſays 


4 Biſhop muſt be no Striler,” —1. Tim. ili. 3. 


Do you require any further Demonſtration of your Er- 
ror. If you do, have Recourſe to your Bible. dann read, 


i 


I now proceed to enquire if a Charge which you inſinu- 


ate /neeringly againſt me, may not be with greater Juſtice ap- | 


plied to Yourſelf, You will not allow me to be any Scrip- 
tural Convert at all at leaſt you © Arongh ſuſpectꝰ (P. 65) that 


I am not ſo; but you think that I anſwer the Character 


which St. Paul gives of a young Convert, i. e. being & p 
« 724 up with a Notion of his own great Abilities; However 
you have ſufficient Candour to acknowledge that my 
“Friends and Neighbours know me better than you do.“ 
(P. 65.) I ſuppoſe they do, Sit! and if you will be at the 


Trouble of an Enquity they will all readily teſtify that I am ub 
Saint; that is to ſay, a Man not without many Infirmities, for 


otherwiſe I ſhould be a Proof againſt the Truth of St. James's 


Aſſertion, where he ſays In many Things we all offend.” - 


Ch. iii. 2. Now, Sir, give me leave to tell you, that the 


moſt malevolent and ill-diſpoſed of il who know me, would 


* . Sir, Is ſtrong Suſpicion conbiat with tht Charity which 
thinketh no Evil ? > 


not 
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. to utter (for Chriſtian Charity, or Regard to 
Truth, and alſo to their own Reputation, would have re- 


ſtrained them from uttering) ſuch fqul Slanders 
tions of wy Character as You. (a meg t PEL), 


eee, as 
Vitals, or as ſpiked Inſtruments “ harro 


they are not ſharp enough They are Kors of bad Metal, 


and they — and Point But now, Sir, to 
the Point. 
{4M In che 8th Chapter of iſ Epiſile to.Carinthians Verſe 
1. we are told that Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity edifi- 
eth.“ I need not tell you that the Apoſtle here means human 
Knowledge of vain Philoſophy, which he has placed in Op- 
poſition to Charity, or the Knowledge of Grace. Now, Sir, 
the firſt Sort of Knowledge you have. You are a Linguiſl, 
| Logician, &c. Sc. In P. 25. 1. Defence, you tell us that 
You have applied © to the Study of Human as well as Divine 
Learning.“ Quere, Then are not You puffed up? Is there no 
Pride lurking within You on this Account? Is there no ſecret 
 Exultation, nor fancied Superiority, that makes you act con- 


temptuouſly towards thoſe of leſs Learning who dare to oppoſe 


your Sentiments by a-DeteQion of your Errors? Elated with 
ſuch your Advantages have you not often applied to your- 
ſelf (what the good Man only has a Right to apply)—that 
Promiſe of God where he fays, © They that War againſt 
Thee ſhallbe as nothing; they that frive with (againſt) Thee 
* ſhall periſh?” Iſaiah xli. 11. I gue, Sir, that you will re- 
turn an equivocal Anſwer to ſuch - Queſtions, and tell me 
that it is a Maxim of our Laws, Nemo tenetur ſeipſum accuſare; 
No Man ſhall be compelled to convict bimſelf. Well, Sir 
then I'll do it for you. Out of thy own Mouth will I 
„judge Thee.” Luke xix. 22. The Apoſtle not only told 
W 
12 and 
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and is kind; is not puffed up; is not eaſily provoked 3 think- 


eth no Evil, &c. 1. Cor. xiii. 4.—In P. 54. 1ſt. Defence, you 


- ay thus, © Theſe, Sir, are the Fruits of the Spirit of God, 


tand if theſe Fruits are to be conſidered as an infallible Teft 
« of the Integrity of a Teacher of Religion, which 1 do not 


deny, ſure I am, many that ſuſtain that Character muſt 


« ſtand convicted of Hypocriſy.” Beware ! Sir! of What 


you ſaid; and recollect' that Paſſage in the Book of Job, 
His own Counſel ſhall caſt him down; He is caſt into a 


Net by his own Feet, and he walketh upon a Snare.“ Job 


xviii. 8, I think it will not be long before I prove, accord- 
ing to this Teſt, that You are an Hypocrite; or, in other 
Words, that You do not, in Practice, conform to theſe ſeveral 
Branches of Charity.— That You do not uffer Tong, I ſhall 


make appear in the 3d Statement under the Claſs of [ncon/i/t- 
encies, thereby proving that you are eaſily provoked, and con- 
ſequently proving that-you are not qualified to be a Biſhop, for 


St. Paul fays that a Biſhop (which you ſay means an Elder ) 


© muſt not be ſoon angry,” Titus i. 7. ſo that you are-as far 


from being gua/;fied, owing to the Maſpiſpneſi of your Temper, - 
as I am, owing to the Impetuoſity of mine, as a Striter. That 
you are not kind every Page of your Letters have given me 
pretty evident Proofs. That you are © puffed up” I ſhall 


make manifeſt under the Claſs of Pride; and not a Doubt 


remains in my Mind that it is owing to your Knowledge, or 
your fancied attainments in human Literature. Divine Know- 
- ledge would have edified You, ſo as to make you more humble 
than you are, not to think of Vourſelf more highly than you 
ought to think, but to eſteem others, at leaſt as well as, if 
not better than, Yourſelf. That you thint no Ewil; no Man 
in his right Senſes who ſhall read your firſt or laſt * Defence” 
can believe. Nay! You not only think Evil, but You ſpeak 
Evil; and this on no better Authority, in many Inſtances, 


than ftrong Suſpicion, Now the Man who reviles his Adver- | 
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ſary with wanting Common Senſe (P. 70); with * no 
Scriptural Convert (P. 65); fadly defective in Piety and 
Knowledge (P. 64), &c. certainly muſt net be charged with 
being of a cenſorivus Spirit, but that He poſſeſſes that Charity 
which is kind, and u A xaxov thinketh no Evil. I think 
Mr. B. that neither Reaſon, nor Religion, has authorized 
you to © throw out ſuch Inſinuations” (P. 75) as. you have 
againſt me : but we too frequently condemn that in others 
which we practiſe ourſelves. You quite forgot in your Far- 
ther Defence that which you promiſed in P. 19 of Firſt De- 
fence, though you did not keep your Promiſe there, viz. © 1 
« ſhall not recriminate, much leſs ſhall I return-Railing for 
« Railing.” Perhaps, Sir, your Ideas on this Subject may have 
been formed from the Manners of Billingſgate Fiſh-Women, 
or Kingfwoed Colliers, and if ſo you have not violated your 
Promiſe, for you certainly have not damned the Doctor's nor 
my Limbs, nor blaſted our Eyes, but you have ſaid as much as 
you can to blaſt our Reputations. Now, Sir, in my weat 
Judgment, the Man who is a Reviler and Slanderer is as fur 
from the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, as he who is a Reveller 
and Drunkard, Nay! he is the farther of the Two; for the 
Crime of the one may, in ſome Degree, be palliated by the 
Propenſities of his Animal Nature, but in the other Caſe it 
can only be aſcribed to the Depravity and Baſeneſs of his 
Heart. Now, Mr. B. I call you a Slanderer (and in fo doing 
I muſt unavoidably Call you Fool, for © he that uttereth a Slan- 
der is a Fool.” Prov. x. 18.) and therefore when I ſhall in 
future read the Litany, or hear it redde, when I come to that 
Sentence of it where we beſeech God to forgive Slanderers 
and to turn their Hearts, I ſhall gon". e to turn 
Yours, as knowing you to lie under that Guilt. | 
In your 65th. P. you have told me tin God ever 
moves any Man to take upon him this Sacred Office (mea- 
* ning the Paſtoral) that is not quajified tor it.” The Queſ- 


. tion 


67 
tion I have to aſk You, is, if you think a Slanderer is quali- 
fied to be a Paſtor; Tf , i the Negative, ne 
will be this, 

A Slanderer 6 diſqualified robe a paſtor 

God never moves any Perſon that is . een 

Mr. Benſon is a Slanderer 
E:go, God never moved Mr. Benſon, to this Office. 

P. 72. © I have always thought that it was lawful for 
ny one, that, through the divine Bleſſing, might be able 
4 to accompliſh it, to turn another from the Error of his 
«Ways; even as every one that is able, ts at ee 
« Life or reſcue Perſons from drowning.” . 

He who #nows a Perſan to be ill of a Diſcaſe, 4 
Cure of which he is in Poſſeſſion of a certain or probable Re- 
medy, certainly has a right to adminiſter it upon the Princi- 
ple of © doing good.” But, Sir, every Man has nat a right to 
take upon him the Medical Profeſſion, in a general Way, 
without being duly called to it. Bold and aſſuming Empiries 

will indeed ſtep forth, and truſting to the Credulity of Man- 
kind, will profeſs that they are the Seventh Sans of Seventh 
Sons, and can cure more Diſeaſes than the regular Doctors 
Snow the Names of ; and there are always in the World ſome 
* weak People who believe theſe Profeſſuns and apply to them 
for Help: but in the End they are tricked out of their Pro- 
perty, for alittle (of Dr. L Remedy) Whiting and Water, 
or elſe ſome powdered Reſin and Jalap, and a Packet of 
Corn-Salve. And we know that there are Quacks in Divi- 
nity as well as in Phyſic; or, in other Words, Men who 
pretend to a great deal more Piety than they really poſſeis.— 
But let us now conſider the former Part of this Sentence of 
yours in a moral and religious Point of View. The Senſe 
of the Words, detached as they are from their Context, cer- 
tainly is unobjectionable. Nay it is not only lawful for, but 
8 88 Duty of, every Grriftian, who ſees a Fellow-Crea- 


| ture 
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ture in Error, to endeavour to convitice him of it, and con- 
vert him from it. But, Sir, there is a very material Diffe- 
rence betwixt the Lawfulneſs of this Act in particular Caſes 
between Chriſtian and Chtiſtian, and the general Senſe in 
| which DD apply the Words, as juſtifying every Man who 
| ſhould aſſume the Paſtoral Office, It is not lawful, Sir, for 
every Man to hold forth Calls of Converfion to Sinnets in 
general. He muſt be diy authorized to take upon him that 
Office, or elſe, (however pious his Intentions, however vir- 
tuous his Conduct, and however powerful his Abilities may 
be) he will fall into the Sin of Dathan and Abiram, who 
thought it but a ſmall Thing to miniſter unto the Congrega- 
tion, and therefore they ſought the Prie/thoodalfo. Numb, xvi. 
9. This Doctrine that every Man has not a Right to burn 
Incenſe before the Lord, or to take upon him the Prieſt's 
Office is further confirmed in the Caſe of King Uzziah. 
11. Chron. xxvi. 18. However this is one Crime that you 
Methodiſtic Teachers. are guilty of, You are not content 
merely to turn ſuch Sinners unto Righteouſneſs as actually 
come within your Knowledge; but like Korah and his Com- 
panions, imagining that you ate all holy Men, ye ſeek the 
Prigſtoad; or in other Words, ye muſt be Miniſlers of the 
Gefpel, forſooth ! Nothing leſs will ſatisfy your Pride! You 
imagine the Prieſts, or Miniſters of the Church, take too 
much upon them, and lift themſelves up above the Congrega- 
tion, and yet You yourſelves fall into that which you con- 
demn in others, for by being Teachers of the Reſt you are 
neceſſarily liſted up above them.—The whole that I ſhall ſay 
further to refute your Opinion, will be to quote a few Lines 
from the Eixwy Baru . as to Eccleſiaſtic Order and the 
«< 6utward Polity of the Church, I think Confuflon in Reli- - 
gion will as certainly follow every Man turning Pri 
&« or Preather, as it will ih & Nato where evity dn UNC > 
3 Ch. Xv. | 
| | Now 
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Now it matters not by whom this little Book was 
written, whether by King Charles himſelf, or by either or any 
of his Chaplains, The. Reaſoning in it is admirable ; the Style 
ſmooth and perſpicuous. If you have never read it, I wiſh, Sir, 
| that you would, It may be of ſome Service towards ſubduing 


that proud Spirit of Yours which will not ſubmit to the Con- 
troul of Superiore, and therefore makes you a zealous Stickler 
for the Doctrine of Preſbyterian Equality. The 17th. Chapter 

which treats of Epiſcopacy may teach You, that of which per- 
haps you are either yet ignorant, or elſe averſe to from ſome 

| Motives leſs pure than they ought to be. 

P. 88, You fay that You are not without Hopes of 
ſeeing my © Name upon the Liſt of Methodiſt itinerant 

„ Preachers by and by.” —I rather think, Sir, your Hopes 

will be deluſive in this ReſpeQ. That my Name may be 

upon the Lift with thoſe who are denominated Methodiſts by 

ſuch as © lie in Wickedneſs,” is an Honour that I ſincerely - 
pray to od to enable me to obtain; but that i it will ever be, 
in this World, enrolled amongſt thoſe who are Itinerant 
Preachers of the Goſpel upon Mr. Weſley's Plan, is what I 
have not the ſlighteſt Conception of at preſent, and rather than 
ſuch frong Deluſion ſhould come upon me, I hope my © right 
Hand may forget her Cunning,” and “ my Tongue cleave to 
« the Roof of my Mouth,” Pl. cxxxvii. 5. Though indeed 
that would be no great Diſqualification for me (according to 
2 Poſition laid down in P. 29. iſt. Def.) for after having 
argued the Neceſſity of Purity and Love being found in every 

Teacher of the Goſpel, and declared that ſuch a Man is ſuffi- 
ciently qualified for his Embaſſy, although he underſtand no 
Language but that which is common to him and thoſe who 

learn of him, You lay thus © Nay, if he were not to utter 
& one Word, there i is a Language in his Actions, in his Spirit 
and Conduct, in his Temperance and Chaſtity, &c, which: 

© has a much more powerful and laſting Influence than ten 

| 3 beuſand 
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« Thouſond Critical and learned Lectures. Now, Sir, at all 
Hazards, I, a Curate, will venture to declare that the Cler- 
gy of the Eſtabliſhment, (profane and faithle(s as Tau lay they 
are) ſhall meet you on theſe Grounds, and contend which 
can gain the moſt, © Proſelytes from Sin to Righteouſ- 
ved « ceſs and from Belial to Chriſt.” (P. 87). Do you ſelect 
any Number you pleaſe of the moit ſanctified Men. i in the 
Aſſembly of Weſtleyan Saints, and we (inſtead of taking Ad: 
vantage of the Terms of your Poſition by requiring im ĩ bou- 
ſand to one] will oppoſe an egua / Number of learned Lecturer: 
from our Church againſt your Orator-Mums; tor. you muſt 
remember, Sir, that they are not to ſpeak. © one, Mord; 
whereas, Sir, our Lecturers ſhall have th. Privilege of ſpeak- ; 
ing as long as they pleaſe; they ſhall even continue their 
Speech until Midnight, if they may think proper, till ſome of 
their Hearesrs like Eutychus, are fallen i into a deep dleep ye 
and thus let us fee which ſhall prevail, the Methodiſtic Saints, 
or the learned Lecturers. I beg Leave to hint to Vou, Sir, 
that, becauſe I have propoſed this Kind of Competition, from 
your own Wards, you, muſt not ſuppoſe the Miniſters. of the 
| Church are at all afraid to meet the moſt Eloquent of your 
Society upon equal Terms of Oratery; but only. 1 thought 
it might tend much to the Edification of Mankind, if ſome of 
theſe, Temperate and Cha/te, Saints were to be ſtuck up in 
Pulpits and ſay nothing: But Aum for that. Before I con- 
clude this Subject I muſt requeſt the Favour of you to tell the 
World, from what Source you learnt that the Goſpel was 
propagated by Means of this Aummiſbo Oratory ; for in the _ 
next Sentence you tell us © It was thus, Sir, that Jeſus Chriſt 
« and his Apoſtles taught Chriſtianity.” But, to prove how 
ſtrictly conſent you are in every Thing you ſay, before you 
had finiſhed the yery next following Sentence, you inform Us 
that © they made known Gud's Truth to Mankind in Terms 
© of obvious Signification.“ Such are the © irrefra gable 


K | Kind 
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Kind of Arguments, which Mr. Benſon brings out of his 
Treaſury againſt his two Adverſaries, a Doctor of Divinity 
and a Curate : the former of whom has a bad Heart, as he 
ſays (P. 30. iſt. Defence) and the latter a weak head. 
l dad been obliged to you, Sir, for this Exception in my 


| Favour, if you had not repreſented my Heart alſo as not a 


very good one, for I would rather be thought a Fos than 2 
Knave. You could not impeach the Dofor's Head, becauſe 
his Writings would inſtantly have confuted ſuch an Accufa- 
tion, therefore you attacked him where you thought him to be 


| moſt vulnerable. My poor Head was moſt” aſſaulted (P. 
11) becauſe you either thought me ſo weak that {could 


not, or | ſhould be ſo alarmed! at your terrific Scourges 


that I would not, ever dare to reply to your Calumnies. E 


« preſume, Sir, it was your Perſuaſion of this which inſpired 
„you with“ (P. 58) ſufficient Malevolence to ſcandalize 
my Character in the unchriſtian-like Manner that you have. 


- However though my Reputation may ſuffer by your Slanders, 


yet will I tejoice, breauſe+ it will ſerve. as a Specimen for 


| Mankind to judge of Methodiſtic Piet and Meekneſs of 


Ts | 
By che "RR as I dne the Liberty of introducing 


ke Doctor's Name, give me Leave, Sir, to aſk You a Queſ- 
tion relative to him; which may very properly be ſtated here, 
though I might Claſs it under-the general Head of e. 
e which you will ſee a few Pages on 

In P. 43. iſt. Deſenee, are theſe Words, * 3 
4 x theſs things, Sir, with one any View, that, if poflible, your 
« Eyes may be opened to ſee the Greatnefs of your Guilt, t.“ 
The greatneſs of this Guilt was becauſe the Doctor had 


endeavoured to © raiſe the public Odium“ againſt all ſuch | 


| Srlf-ordained Teachers as the Methodiſts] Now to me 


there appears a manifeſt Untruth (pleaſe to obſerve; Sir, 1 do | 


not give you the Lie, but I by a manifeſt — upon the 
Face 
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Face of this Aſſertion: for if you had no other view in men- 


tioning thoſe Things than to convince the Doctor of his Error, 


why not endeavour to do, it in the Spitit of Meeknefs, and, 
conſequently, inſtead of putting your Intelligence into Print, 
have ſtated it in a private Epiſtle? 1 ſhould think that Plan 
would have been more likely to convince him than ſuch a 
Method as you adopted; which woud probably provoke him 
ta Wrath, if be is as you ſay, for you ought to have conſidered 
that a Man of a bad Heart is not very likely to curb his 
Anger. The Inference from theſe Obſervations See 
your Credibility I leave'to the Public. 


P. 93. © Being reviled'we bleſs, W ee wo be ö 


© treat,” & c. If we are to eſtimate the whole of this pious 
People by the Conduct of one of the Leaders of them, then it 
ſeems from Mr. B—ns * farther Defence“ tha: Methodiſtic 
Blefling is this. If a Pamphlet appears againſt them contain- 
ing (what mine is faid to contain) a © Mixture of Scurrility and 
& Abuſe,” (P. 93) the Manner in which they intreat the De- 
famer, and the Bieſſing they return, is to publiſh an Anſwer to 
it, containing Language ten Times more ſcurrilous and abuſive. 
This is that © Spirit of Chriſtian Love in which they confeder 
and reply. (P. 5) I ſuppoſe, Sir, that many of thoſe ſmall 
Tracts of low Price, which you tell us (in P. 40) that You 
« print and diſperſe” among the People, are on Subjects of 
this Kind. This, pethaps, is the . doctrimal, experimental, 
hg ont Chriſtianity® of the Methodiſts.—. | 
So much, Sir, for Methodiftic Patience! | 
- There is one Circumſtance which l overlooked in the 
| wie Onda of Reply, but which I hall introduce here. 
P. 39, you ſay that “ the ad. and 6th, Pages of my 
« Pamphlet give L no very favorable Ideas of your Gravity 
and Meekneſs of Wiſdom.” ¶ The ſecond Page certainly 
does contain what I ought to be and am aſhamed of,—the 
K * nocli. 
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knock-down Argument when the Lie is given. The 6th. al- 
ludes to the © ſpruce Head of a modern young Cleric.“ 

It ſeems that theſe Words © degrade me in the Eyes of 
«© my Readers” (P. 9.) and give them no very favorable Idea 
of my Gravity. I hope that thoſe Readers who think thus of 
me on this Account are chiefly Methodiſts, - and if ſo their 
unfavorable Opinion will not make me unhappy for an Hour. 
Their good Opinion. is not worth being regarded, ' who'can 


deem an innocent Joke ſufficient Cauſe. to degrade a Man. 


But, hear this ye Wits! Ve Men of Mirth “ who are wont 
4e to ſet the Table in a Roar!” Hear what the profound Ben- 
ſon declares! that to be Chriſtians ye muſt be grave not utter- 
ing a Mord of Levity. Though all ſenſible and good Men 
agree to the Apoſtle's Remark, that Fooliſh Talking, and 
filthy (or obſcene) Jeſting are not ConvenienT,” yet an 
Obſervation, that is lively and cheerfu! is enough to degrade 
yeu with the Saints; nay perhaps to exclude © you from 
Hiauen! No Wits are to be found there] Granted, if none 
but Methodiſts go there. But remember for your Comfort, 
ye Wits! and pleaſant Companions! that Gheerfulneſs, Gra- 
titude, and Content ment, are more acceptable Ways of ſerving 
the Deity, chan Melancholy, Cenſerioufneſs, and being trou- 
bleſome to PE ORE in ne * being 
righteous over-much, 

Be adviſed then, es Dd Church! Reſiſt the 
Devil; flee youthful Luſts! look for Help from God to 
ſtrengthen your Weakneſs; Be pious and under that Term 
be cheerful and happy: nor dread the Anathemas which may 
be thundered againſt you from grave Methodiſtic Teachers 
for being cheerful * that Doctrine tought IT 
Churches, 8 


" 0 | 
" - * 
Thus 
* 


Thus, Sir, 1 yo ſeverally 2 1 to all ſuch Dottrmal | 
105 as appeared to me neceſfar) to be attended to.—1 now 
proceed to attack You in a more perfonal and particular Man- 


ner, under general Heads ; and prove to my Readers that You | 


| are Proud, Poſitive, Inconſiſtent, BE a AC- 


curate Grammarian. 
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pP. 15. 7 we Be - 
| 2 N. 23. But to LET you proceed, xc. 

The Tenor of theſe|Words' is ſo plain; that they need 
no Comment. | 

P. 71. *I wiLL SUFFER you to explains pour a little 
« further,” &. Theſe Words conyey, to me the Idea as if 
you had faid thus, © I the 6xzAT® Joſeph Benſon, a thief 
« Teacher of the Methodiſts, will fuer you, a Curate of 
« the Church of England, to explain / yourſelf.” I have 
very little doubt, Sir, of its being this Pride of your Heart, 
which induced you to ſay that you expected I ſhould. meet 


5 with a ſevere Reprimand at the Viftatim. Perhaps you 


thought that, (as ſoon as my Name was called over, and 
I had reſpectfully anſwered Here / my Lord /) his Lord- 
(hip would get up, and rebuke me in ſome ſuch Terms as theſe 


7. 


7 
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Mr. RUSSEL! _ | | 
3 of my Reverend Brethien here concur with 


me in Sentiment that you deſerve much Reprehenſion for 


is he Medi, Kc. 'A Publication, Sir! which, while 
it ferves as an indelible Stain upon your own Literary 
Character, clearly proving you to be * a young Man 
1 of little Reading and of little Knowledge” (P. 13), has 
brought the Church itſelf into no ſmall Dilgrace, for by Means N 
of your Raſhnefs, the Pen of the great,and erudite Mr. Benſon 
has been provoked to write his « Farther Defence; a Pam- 
phlet, Sir, containing ſuch ſevere Truths and ſuch «wnanfwer- 
ablc Demonſtrations, that it may be compared to the Diſpu- 
| tations of Stephen in the Synagogue, ſor we are ( not able 
do reſiſt the Wiſdom and Spirit by which” eh Writes.— 
Acts vi. 10. 
So much, Sir, . or Methodiflic Humility, ot at Cha- 
city of. ren e * pulled ug. 3 


Ms BENSON's P051TIPENESS. 
P. 61. © Yau ſpeak (this: entirely of your own Head.“ 
Hers, Sir, I am under the Neceſſity of returning the Com- 
pliment back, with more Truth in the Application of it, Ny 
ing that You ſpeak entirely of your own Head for aſlerting 
uch a thing; for I deduced fuch Declarations about Timo- 
thy-and Titus deing Bisnors, &c. from Seott, Churchman, 
Els Baoiuy, Dr. Parker's Government of the Chureh for 
' the firſt 600 Years; and ſome others who have written.on - 
the Primitive Diſcipline of the Church; all of whom concur 
in Opinion chat Timothy was the Summus Sacerdes over the 
2 ee Titus, in the Iſle of 

n 
P. 63. 
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N63. Timothy and Titus were rather Evangeli/tt 


6 tha Biſhops, an Order in that Age which you overlook,” = 
Such is the modeſt and cautious Manner in which you ſtate 


your Sentitpents | Dr. Parker ſpeaking of one Sabngfius, aid 


that «He was ever moſt confident when moſt in the Wrong.” 

F think this may be applied juſtly againſt 77x, How do you 
khow I over/cat ſuch an Order? Was it poſſible that in a 
ſmall Pamphlet I could advert to every Thing mentioned from 
Geneſis to Revelations ? ' You might juſt as well have faid 


chat I ovetlooked-the Circumſtance of Maß having drauk of 


the Juice of the Vine till he was intoxicated, becauſe I did not 
mention it when alluding to the “ reeling Bacrhanalians,” — 
F. 78, After having charged me ( fa/ely) with wiſhing 

for the Privilege of di/eracing my Profeſſion-by an angodly and 


wicked Life, you ſay thus, And, no Wonder, for by your 


on Confeſſion, you have your Orders from Rome.“ Till you 
can prove that I faid any fuch Thing (which I think you never 


can) 1 ſhall Ennſider you as one of thoſe & Fellows: of the 20. 


« ſer Sort'“ Acts xvii. 5. who wilt not ſecruple to fay any 


thing in Order to gain his End: therefore, Sir, E ſhall here 


tevoke my Wiſh (P. 3. Hints) that 1 might ( partake of 
4 your Likeneſs“ (Pr 88.) both in Learning and Piety. I am 
well affured your Learning is not as great as it hath been re- 


pteſetited to me. Should I attain to jb. Age I hope my 


Claim | tb the” Title of a arnid Man will be vnn better 
founded than Tours. And as to your Puꝶ T thik it & but 


n Name; (P. 60) a' Maſk to concenl Vou: an Endow- 
* ment which'you can pur of and en at Pleaſure,” (P 79) 
Lou have certainly” put it off" wor nets in” 12 - 


ry and ſornetimes alſo in the Mf. 


F. 85. Having Iatredaeed Ap. Fleer! Name an 


6 Praiſe,” you ſay thus, 
All this is true, Sir, and abundantly more than probably 
e eee him, of vd believe if related by 


© ever 
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l ever ſuch credible: Witneſſes.“ é "Mr; N you 
muſt be a Conjuror] and if: ſo, perhaps we ſhall know ſame- 
thing by and by reſpecting the Records of Hell] Vou have 
not only learnt the Art of judging of Principles from the put- 
ward Actions, but you can enter into the moſt private Receſſes 
_ - of tfie Soul, and even tell what a Man will believe, I ſuppoſe 
you have ſome little Archæus that can readily find his Way 
through the Meanders of the Brain till he comes to the Pineal 
Gland (where the Soul is ſuppoſed to lodge), and then having 
learnt: a Knowledge of all that is going on there, he returns 
and tells Vou every Thing he has ſeen; or, otherwiſe, bow it 
it poffivie for you to kno what | would believe better than: 
myſelf do know? I cannot ſay what 1 would believe, or not 
believe, in this, or any other, Inſtance : unleſs it be, to be. 
lieve that You are not the Man you are ſaid to be. y 
Another Proof of your Peremptorineſs, and Dikcegard to 
Truth; may be met with in P. 87, thus, And as you have 
read, You ay, the Portrait of St. Paul.” Sir] I never ſaid 
ſo. Be pleaſed to refer ta the laſt Note in the Hints, and you 
will find in a. Parentheſis, that I faid (as I am infarmed.) At 
that Time l had never ſeen the Portrait; and I gueſs that you 
have not read ĩt jet, or elſe. you would immediately have dif. 
covered, by the Statement in that Note, that 7 had never ſeen 
it, and would probably have given me ſome ſevere Cenſures 
for ſaying what L there did ſay. I ſpake it from the Inſorma- 
tion of a Gentleman who related many Things to me con- 
cerning the amiable Fletcher: a Man of hom I had no per- 
fonal Knowledge, but had read with Pleaſure ſome of his 
Writings. When I placed Mr. F. in Oppoſition to Mr. 
Weſley, I did it from the general Knowledge of his Cha- 
racter, which I had learnt from Oral Teflimonies, all- of 
which-concurred in declaring him 15 be and to have been, a 
truly Chriſtian Paſtor. His Portrait I bave read within the 
laſt three Months, with much Information and many Chaſ- 
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tiſements for my own DefeRs, as © reproaching me for my 
„ [ndolence in the Sacred Work of faving Souls.“ (P. 80.) 
Toͤbhere are ſome few Points which I think are carried ta- 
ther too far. At the ſame Time that I admire * 
in the general; there are ſome Traits in Mr. F's 


| * that T never mean to imitate, for "aid gen | 


not enjoined in Holy Writ, and are inconſiſtent with the pro- 
| per Diſcharge of our Duties in this Life: for inſtance, If one 
Friend comes to viſit another, it does not ſeem to me neceſ- 
fary that the Viſitee ſhould, immediately upon the Viſiter 
coming inta his Houſe, go down upon his Knees and pray 
to God for the Effuſion of his Spirit, &c.+ I ſhould think it 

quite enough to give him a hearty Welcome with I am glad 

to ſee you, &c, &c, according to the cuſtomary Modes of 
| Perſons tuell. breq; and I am almoſt certain that 99 out of 
an 100 will agree with me in thts PO" however reh 
A differ in others. 

Such Inſtances of Exceſs of Piety as occur in Mr, 
8 ſerye to convince. Us that the Beſt have 
their Imperfections; and wherever we find them in Mr. F. 
they may be denominated the Infirmities of an amiable good 
Man. Mr. F. (I believe) was an Iſraelite indeed ! a Man in 


whom there was no Guile, Of Mr. Weſley I cannot judge 


fo favourably. His Ambition, his Thirſt for Precedence, gives 
juſt Cauſe to donbt the real Humility of his Heart. This 


Opinion I adhere to notwithſtanding Mr. F. having declared 
dim to be one of the greateſt Miniſters he ever knew, His 
very ardent Zeal may, in ſome Inſtances, bias his Judgment 
and Will to think and ſpeak favourably of ſuch Perſons as 
aſſumed ſtrong Appearances of Piety. But if Mr. Weſley 


I Thoſe who have peruſed the Portrait will know immediately that I 
| allade to a Circumſtance mentioned in the 205th Page, Vol. 2. 
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was that fincere Follower of the divine Immanuel which his 
Friends repreſent him to have been, I wonder that, in his 
* infantile Days, there was no Simeon who ſhould declare that 
« this Child, is ſet for a Sign that ſhall be ſpoken againſt; 
Luke ii. 34. for if Timothy was worthy of Prophecies reſpect- 
ing him, 1. Tim. i. 18. furely Mr. W. ought to have had 
' ſeme: for he was greater than Timothy, who was under 
Paul the Archbiſhop of his Day; whereas Mr. W. was under 
no one, but was himſelf, not merely à Leader in à Party, or 
a Primate of the Methodiſts, but Primate of all the Method - 
iſts. How can it be accounted for that ſuch an eminent 
Servant of God ſhould have been ſo little noticed? 
The laſt Inſtance of your Poſitiveneſs which I ſhall pro- 
duce, is this: (P. 21. 1ſt, Def.) After having given ſuch 
an Account, as you thought proper to give, of the diſſolute 
Manner in which young Men are prepared to take Orders in 
the Church, you ſay as follows“ Thus prepared, and 100 of- 


< ten under a full Convidtion that there is no Holy Ghoft to be 


< received, they appear before a Right Reverend Father in 

«C00, .. 
| There are two or three *. Sentences in this Page 
containing objectionable Matter, but I ſhall omit taking No- 
tice of them. —This however is ſo groſs an Improbability that 
I cannot. paſs it by, Pray, Sir! amongſt all the profane 
Miniſters that have been and are in the Church, did you ever, 
or do you now, know any one who. was weak enough to 
make ſuch a Declaration to Jou, whatever may be his real 
Sentiments ? If you do know any ſuch a one, name him; 
and then fee whether or not the coercive Laws of the Church 
ſhall be put in Force againſt him. If you do not, the Aſſer- 
tion has no better Authority than as being written by a Man 
who has no very firi Regard to TRUTH, —Thus, Sir, I 
think my Readers will be convinced that You are both Proud 
and Paſitive. I now proceed to © unfold your great ſeill in the 
: . Art 
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Art of Reaſoning; (P. 71) thereby proving that you will 
aber a Thing in one Page, and contradict it in another, 


A 
P. 58. My Hints are termed a © weat and juvenile 


4 production.“ The latter Epithet is inconteſtibly true, and 

the former in ſome Reſpect. But Weakneſs and Juvenility 
(or Inexperience) are certainly more excuſable than Weak- 
neſs and Senility, for from NeAlers we look for Neſtorian 
Wiſdom; but! think your © Farther Defence” may juſtly be 
denomi inated a Series of Senile Inconſiftencies. 


Perhaps you will wiſh it had not appeared, but « N: ſeit 


« Vox miſſa 1 revert,” (P. 13) 

f A Word once uttered cannot > 60 recalled; or, a Book, 
Gs of which have been fold to Thouſands, is not very 
eaſily called in again. No, Sir] Your firſt and laſt Deſence 
will ſerve as laſting Monuments (longer than Methodiſm it- 
ſelf will laſte) not only of the Weakneſs f of your Cauſe, but 
of the Baſeneſs and Malignity of the Heart of its Defender. 
A Heart ſo much like the whited Sepulchre, fair indeed 
without, but foul within, that I ſhould be aſhamed to own 
ſuch a one as an Inhabitant of my Breaſt. 

I ſhall now lay before you a few Specimens of your In- 
conftencies or ſuch Paſſages as ſeem to contradict each other, 
P. x2, © I think thoſe that have i it in their Power, and 

« WISH WELL To THE CHURCH, ſhould give you a Living 

« were it only for your kind Intentions, and the Encouragement 
2 < of ſuch as may hereafter engage in the lame Service,” &c. 

I return you my Thanks for Thus recommending me 


to the Patronage of the Gaear, but I fear, Sir, that You - 


have not | much Influence with thoſe. that have it in their 


* See Note. 
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Power. Beſides you ſhould not afterwards have told them in 


poſiriu Terms, that I * know not yet what Chriſtianity is,” 


(P. 81.) and that“ I never ought to have been made a Shep- 
« herd of Souls, becauſe I want Compaſſion for and Love to 
them.“ (P. 74) Certainly, Sir, this could not be a very 
likely Means to obtain Preferment for me; for a Patron 


| would not be very wiſe (but very weak, or very ticked) who - | 


ſhould nominate to a Benefice a Perſon © ſadly wanting both 
« ;n Piety and Knowledge,” (P. 64) and having no Compaſ- 
ſion nor Love for Souls; unleſs you admit the Opinion which 
you have expreſsly intimated that 7 advanced in my Hints, 
but never did, viz. that a Miniſter 'who knows not what 
Chriſtianity is, would not be in the la leſs conducive, to the 
Salvation of the People in that Pariſh where he may be fixed, 


than the moſt pious and well-informed Paſtor. To appoint 
a Man of this Sort to a Living, in my Opinion, would not be 


wiſhing well to the Church, but doing it one of the greateſt In- 
juries; as tending to increaſe the Methodiſts and other Sect- 
aries. For if the Shepherd cares not for the Sheep, the Flock 
will be ſcattered, and they will then become the Prey of the 

Beal: of the Field, Probably, this was the Object you had 


in view when you recommended me. How to reconcile theſe 


Sayings of Yours I know not, but muſt leave them to be here. 
after explained by your great Ingenuity. This, Sir, is one 
« of your many Inconſiſtencies.“ (P. 75) If the whole were 
to be mentioned, I muſt quote ſomething from almoſt every 
Page, which would exceed my intended Limits, and therefore 
I hope you will be ſatisfied with a few. 

P. 11. „Had I notlearnt from a Friend juſt come from 
« Worceſterſhire, that there certainly was (you ſhould have 
« faid it) ſuch a Place as Perſhore &c. It ſeems, Sir, from 
hence, that you have a moſt accurate geographical (or topo- 


graphical) Knowledge of your own Country; but I am not 


able to account for this Ignorance z for in P. 40. (iſt. Def.) 


= 19 
you tell us that-you © have been an [tinerant Preacher for op- 


« wards of twenty Vears; and during that Time have la- 


. « bowed in many of the Cities, large Towns, and Villages of 
„England: and Scotland” &c. Now as Worceſterſhire i is one 


which the Planta Methadiftica thrives luxurianily, according. 


to your Account P. 42. Iſt Def.) it is rather ſtrange to me 
that you ſhould never have gone to water theſe choice Plants. 
And if you ever laboured, (or even only walked to inſpef? the 
Plants) in the Garden of the Lord at Worceſter, I am ſurpriſed 
you ſhould be ignorant of there being ſuch a Place as Per. 
ſhore. I wonder, Sir, that you never walked, nor rode, over 
to view the Plants in the Per/borian Garden; for the Diſtance 


between the two Gardens is only Nine Miles, and that you 


know is ſo little, that you might eaſily have © blown the 


« Goſpel Trump” (in Imitation of your great Forerunner) 


before the Chrical Gardeners there had © left their downy 
« Pillows.” (P. 86) I believe, Sir, that the Methodiſtic 
Plants in both theie Gardens, do not thrive ſo well as they did 
formerly. Perhaps. the Gardeners have neglected to water 
them; or they have not dug about the Roots; or they have 
not learnt their Art; but fo it-is, the Plants in the Vicar's 
Garden, of Perſhore, ſeem to increaſe more than they do.—[n- 
deed I am in great ExpeRations, Sir, that this Planta Me. 
thadiſtica will undergo a conſiderable Change before many 
Years have elapſed, - and be then known only by the Name 
of—the Root of Scarcity. 


* + 4/6206 Ln ſay, I fear it will not be ie 


« ſuitable T Your Readers need not go any farther 
P 
And now, as I underſtand you better than I did at firſt, &c. 
« three or four Paſſages occur this Inſtant to my Mind.” 
What a capacious Mind yours muſt be | Two Prophets and 
an Eyangeliſt running a Race in it, who ſhould firſt be ho- 
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noured by the great Benſon with the Adoption' of his Lan- 
guage ; and it ſeems that Ezekiel out ran Zechariah and St. 
Pobn : ſo that Earkiel is © ſwifter of Foot” than St. Peter 

alſo, for St. John did once © outrun Peter.“ John xx. 4. 
Now I could wiſh to know what Interval of Time 


| elapſed betwixt yourwriting thoſe two Paſſages; for if without 


any other Pauſe than the neceflary Time of writing between 
30 and 40 Lines (eonnected as thoſe are) then I think it will 
appear upon the Face of it that the firſt Aſſertion is an evi- 
dent and barefaced Falſhood (mind Sir! I do not ſay Lie) and 


|  eonfequently prove, that you will not ſcruple to violate 


Truth, though vou profeſs to be in ſearch. of it.—Jfuch. 
Time could not have elapſed to enable Vou by Reflection 
to underſtand me better than you did at firſt; for your 3d 
letter is dated the 3 fſt. of Auguſt, Now my Hints did not 
come from the Preſs till the 23d. Were ſent to Mancheſter 
the 2 5th. and, I ſuppoſe, arrived there the following Day. 


From Ar. Harrop's Shop I may fairly conclude you were 


ſupplied with them, conſequently you could not have had 
more than 5 Days wherein to have written 50 Pages. 

Tahis Date of your Letter proves to me a few Circum- 
fances, which I muſt here recite. Firſt of all admitting the 
Date to be a true one, (that by“ Saturday Evening 6 o Clock 
* Aug. 31, 1793,” you had finiſhed thoſe three Letters) it 
will be evident that more than one Half of your &“ farther 


4 Defence” has no juſt Claim to ſecure the Public Opinion 


towards it as the Retult of mature Deliberation : "You could 
not have revolved it in your Mind Iterum atgue iterum, again 
and again, but it may be termed, © the hall Compoſition of 4 


* few Days,” with more Juſtice than even my Hints would be 


ſo named, and fer more ju/lly than if imputed to this Reply; 
for I have been exactly one Month in reflecting upon and ſe- 
lecting the Matter of it, and in arranging and tranſeribing it: 
employed about it all that Time, with very little Intermiſſion, 

= | except 
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except on the Sundays, ſo that you perceive I have in this 
lnſtance adopted the Counſel you gave me (R. 71) from 
Horace, where he adviſes Perſons who write © verſate din 
ſrequently turn the Subject over in your Thoughts, | 

| In the 2d. Place it proves your Pen to be that of (a 
ready Writer,” or otherwiſe you could not have written ſo 
much in that Time, unleſs. you neg/efted the © daily Preach- 
ing“ (P. 40. 1ſt. Def.) of that © pure and genuine Chriſti- 
 Eanity,” which you ſo frequently allude to as being taught 
in your Societies, but not in our Churches. If ſo, you 4 
love Controverſy bettet than Preaching. 


In the 3d. Place, i ute e dated it games bst 


mean Arts you will make Uſe of in Order to impreſs your Peo- 


* ple and Readers with an Opinion of your ® great Abilities,” in 


being able to write ſo much in ſo ſhort a Time, — Thus, Sir, 
take your Choice, Your Sentiments (at leaſt for the firſt 50 
Pages) are either written in Halle, or eſſe you have Recourſe 
_ to. ſuch underhand Means of gaining Applauſe as a liberal 
Mind would diſdain to apply to. 

P. 41. And to keep as cloſe to the Church as poſlible, 


« and to prove to all Men that we object to. nothing, alma, 
'  *.reſpeRting it, but the Errors and Sins of its corrupt Mem- 


bers,“ &c. If I was difpoſed to play upon your Words, I 
ſhould fay that your Objedians again the Church amount to 
nothing alma; however, Sir, I am much ata Loſs to diſcover 


che leaſt Poflibility of reconciling this Paſſage with your | 


Reaſoning (if it may be ſo called) reſpecting the Zquaiity of 
Biſhops and Preſbyters. The Church of this Realm holds to 
| Epilcopacy.a You not only impugn this Opinion; but in P. 


77, throw out ſome Inſanuations and diſtant Hopes, that the 


| Epiſcopal Branch of Government in this Country may © prove 
« ſo rotten as to fall off, and yet the Trunk have Virtue 
& enouglto emit ether and more ſound Branches. ¶ Doubt - 


les you muſt mean the Frelby nn Syſtem. ], 


Whenever 


} 
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Whenever the Epiſcopal Branch ſhall fall off with Nottenngſi, 
depend upon it, Sir, that the Vis Yite, or Principles of Life, 
will be very languid in the Trunk, and that it will ſoon be cut 
down (by the Fattious) and thrown into the Flames the 
Flames of Civil Diſcord, Devaſtation, and Ruin: but ſo long 
as the People ſhall continue to adhere to CHURCH and KINO, 
there is every Probability of * Peace within our Walls, and 
« Profperity within our Palaces.” Pf. cxxii. 9. 
So Do, Mr. B. exercife your Ingenuity to explain this ſcem- 
ing Contradiction: for I have always thought Epiſcopacy to be 
ſomething more than nothing almo/l, * | 
P. 49. You ſay thus. If you are quite of Opinion 
& that Suits at Law &c. in Spiritual Courts, will do more to 
u reform the World than the Publication of the Goſpel of the 
« Grace of God, and will yourſelf ſet us the Example in getting 
* theſe Laws executed I will not affirm but we may do ſome- 
» thing by Way of Imitation of You.” So then it ſeems 
that if you will not be the fiyſt to do amiſs, ſo as to be deem- 
ed . Public Curſes and Peſts of Society, you have no Ob- 
jection to follow a bad Example. There is another Incon- 
ſiſtency alſo in this Avowal, for it implies that you will imitate 
the Conduct of a Man, whom you have aſſerted to have 
ſcarcely common Senſe. The Gentlemen concerned in the 
Management of the Spiritual Courts ought to return you 
Thanks for the very favorable Opinion you have declared 
reſpecting the Manner in which their Buſineſs is conducted, as 
being more intricate, tedious, and expenſive than any other Courts, 
P. 48, 1ſt. Def.“ The Methodiſts had need to put on 
« Sanctity of Character, &c. ſuperior to thoſe of many Mi- 
« nifters, for they put on None at all.? 
P. 51, 2nd. Def. You ſay that I have given You © Rs 
* mation of what you neither #new nor feed before. 


P. 52, « That the Corruption of the Clergy was fo 


8 * great and general as you repreſent I did not imagine.” 
P. 50, 
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1. 50, ® Now, Sir if this be a juſt Deſcription of the 
2 of your own Archdeaconry. 2935 ' 


| P. 48, © While (as you yourſelf "know, and in your 
* pamphlet confeſs) the Lives of Some of them“ (meaning 
| © the Clergy) are fo diſtant from every Thing ſacred.” 
P. 52, I am charged with © making no Exceptions.” 
P. 54, © According to the Confeſſion You yourſelf have 
« ;uſt made, Many of the Clergy cannot do this Duty.“ (The 
Duty of reproving Drunkaids.) 


P. 40. The Cauſe aſſigned for building your Chapels, is 
<« partly to aſſiſt the Few pious and enlightened Clergy that 
« faithfully and clearly preach theſe Doctrines (the Goſpel), 
© and partly to ſupply the Lack of Service of the much great- 
« er Number who do not.” 

P. 99. © Eſpecially conſidering the honourable Teſti- 
Emony I repeatedly bear to the Knowledge, Piety, and Vir- 
tue of Many in different Parts of the Kingdom.“ 

I ſhal not trouble You, or my Readers, with any Com- 
ments on theſe Paſſages, but requeſt them to compare the 
Words marked in Italics, and they will then perceive your Lo- 
gical Accuracy. | 
1-7 ON You ſay that © only two Orders of Church Of- 
A ficers are admitted to be of Divine Appointment, viz. Bihops 
and Deacons.” Now in P. 67, after having declared that 
Ordination is not abſolutely requiſite to the Appointment of 
Preachers (which I cannot deny, without declaring thereby the 
Primitive Fathers to be wrong in their Judgment and Prac- 


tice, for we know from Hiſtory that Origen preached before 


The Clergy of Perſpere Archdeaconry will, in a former Page, have per- 
ceived my With to exculpate them from Mr. Benſon's malevalent Imputations, 
and infamous Miſconſtruction of my Words 3 and more, to this Etfect will be 
aid in a Note at the End. 
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he was ordained) you proceed to tell us that “ Stephen 
and Philip, among divers others who never preached, 


were appointed to a temporal Office, viz. that of Dea- 


* cons, or Stewards, by Impoſition of Hands.” Of all your 
Inconſiſtencies, Sir, this appears to me one of the moſt fla- 
grant, and not a little excites my Surpriſe that a Man of Mr. 


| Benſon's acute Penetration (for he can ſee as far into a Mill- 
ſtone as another Man) ſhould thus inſert a Sentence contain- 


ing apparently a flat Contradiction to what he had before aſ- 


ſerted, at no greater retroſpective Diſtance than 6 Pages. 


But, to prove this, it is fit that the Meaning of the 


Terms made uſe of, ſhould be clearly aſcertained, —By the 


Word Temporal ] believe is commonly meant this, (at leaſt 
our Dictionaries tell us ſo) Not Eternal, not Eccleſra/tical, 
not Spiritual, but Secular,” &c,—Now in P. 61, Deacons 
are ſaid to be one of the two Orders of Church Officers. In 
P. 67, They are ſaid to be temporal Officers, or Officers not 
Eccle/iafiical; but I ſuppoſe you meant temporary, an Office 
for a Time, and to be relinquiſhed after a Seaſon ; as hap- 
pened to ſeveral of the primitive Deacons, ſome being made 
Preſbyters, and ſome Evangeliſts.* If fo, it only proves your 
manifeſt Ignorance of the Meaning of Words, and conſe- 
quently how liable you are to miſapply them Yourſelf, and to 
miſrepreſent the Words of others. In this Caſe I muſt uſe 


your Language to Dr. Tatham, (F. 47) © You neither know 
the Subject you undertake to write about, nor the Mean» 


© ing of your own Expreſſions,” - + 


P. 69. Having quoted a few Lines from that it Paſſage i in 
the Hints where I acknowledged how far the Methoditts had 
been 1ſeful (for the Inſertion of which, I think, no Man of a 
liberal Mind will blame me, for you know it is a Proverb, 


* See Note. 


founded 


of 7 


founded on Juflice, that we ſhould cn give the Devil bis dus) 


you fay thus, © Thank you, Sir. This abundantly outweighs 
« all you have faid againſt Us.” — In P. 93. alluding to the 


ſame Paſſage, your Language runs thus, * You have been. 


te conſtrained to bear a feeble and ſcanty Teſtimony in this 


« your mixture of Scurrility and Abuſe, to the good God has 
« done by us.” — Thus it ſeems that a feeble and ſcanty Teſ- 


timony, if in favour of the Methodifts, is ſufficient to out- 
weigh (in thei _—_ every Thing that can be faid againſt 
them. 

. p. 91, © The Methodiſts, in War Sir, iter 
they may become hereafter in conſequence of the Reproach, 


< Inſults, and Injuries they receive from ſome of the Clergy of 
© the eſtabliſhed Church, are not, at preſent, Diſſenters.“ P. 


94, © We are only aſhamed that we do and ſuffer ſo little 
Fhe Inference from theſe two Places I leave entirely to my 


Readers. And here I might ſum up the Article of Inconj/t- 


encies but there is a Specimen of the Kind in your 1ſt. Defence 
ſo very glaring that I-muſt not let it paſs without Notice.— 
P. 42, You tell the Doctor that © the Pariſh Officers and 
« Inhabitants in general, would have no Cauſe to praiſe you, 
« were you to effectuate what, bleſſed be God, will never. be 
in your Power, the Extermination of the Methodiſts.” 
In P. 44, we find you ſpeaking thus, © 7 will put you 
into a-Method whereby you may effettually ftop their fur- 


« ther Progreſs, if not alſo gradually effect their Extinction.“ 


So then it ſeems that Mr. Joſeph Benſon, P. MA. M. (Proſeſ- 
ſor of Methodiſm at Mancheſter) is able (by his own Account,) 


to teach Dr. Tatham and the reſt of the Clergy to effect an 


Impoſſaility. . Why, Sir ! You are greater than the great 


KATTERFELTO and his black Cat. He only propoſed Wo w- 
DRS | u teach how to do that which you ſaid was im- 


poſſible, or . would never be in his Power.” Beſides how 
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. fume, Sic! that effeftualy ſtopping their further Progreſs 
would gradually effect their Extindbion; unleſs they are of the 
Race of /mmortals. If fo, O! what a Sinner am I, in dering 


| thus to © fight agaioft”—the Jupiter of the Methodiſts. 


If the tublication of the Hints was as you ſay (P. 12.) 
&« quite ſoon enough,” I hope that the Appearance of the Re- 
ply will not be 05 late to convince You of having told the 
World ſuch Things as you cannot prove, and conſequently 
that your Poſitions reſt on no firmer Baſis than the Ie dixit 


of a Man who will not ſeruple to pervert, miſrepreſent, miſ- 


quote, and miſapply, whenever he deems it requiſite in Or- 
der to gain his Point. Having already proved You guilty of 
ſome groſs Incnoſiſtencies ; excluſively of ſome fair Deductiuns 
that you are Sophiſtical, Proud, Self- righteous, Cenſorious, 
and © eaſaly proveked;” I now proceed to fulfil my Promiſe of 

laying before the Public an undiſguiſed Specimen of your re- 


_ peated Violations of the Rules of GRAMMAR, 


— 0 —— 


GRAMMATICAL Enn AND inacevn dels. 


P. 9. leeds got eee Such is the 


Language of Piſcator; but Mr. B. not willing that his unla- 


tinized Readers ſhould loſe the Senſe of it, tranſlates into 
Engliſh as follows, So conduct thyſelf that thou may (ſhould 
have been mays?) &“ not be deſervedly deſpiſed. A School 
Boy of ten Years old, if he had learnt Latin but . many 
Months, would be aſhamed to ſend up his Zxercſe ſo vilely 
tranſlated, Now the Man who could ſail to render thoſe 


| few Words into pure Engliſh, and ſend his Book before the 


Public with ſuch a groſs and flagrant Violation of Grammar 
Rules, has uc right to rebuke his Adverſary for knocking down 
N hs HEE A and ſinning 

* againſt 


(9) 
« againſt the whole group of Moods and Tenfes.”. (P. 58.) 
I berein Thou judge/t another Thou condemne/t Thy/elf, for Thaw 


dreft the ſame Things, Therefore I retort upon You (in your 


own Words) * You ought at leaſt, Sir, to underſtand 
« Grammar, or not pretend to become an Author.” 
| If one of your extempore Preachers ſhould break Priſci- 
an's Head, it would be a pardonable Fault, but for You 2 
Leader and chief Teacher of the Methodiſts, © to ſit down in 
« your Cloſet, and compoſe a Book for the Public Inſpection, 
and make ſuch Maſſacre of your native Language as You 
« do, is indeed inexcu/able,” (P. 57.) 

But this, Sir, © is not the only Inſtance in which you 
« degrade yourſelf in the Eyes of your Readers.” (P. 9.) 
Depend upon it I ſhall not let you go thus.” (P. 18.) I 
ann femme lnflnanct your Dibegaed 
to the Maxims of Priſcian,* 


P. 14, You ſay to me, This, Sir, is but a ſmall Spe- 


e cimen of the numberleſs Inconſiſtencies that preſent tem- 


© ſelves in your Letters.” . You ſhould have ſaid numerous 
Inconſiſtencies, for in a Pamphlet, like mine, conſiſting of 
about 50 Pages, if every Line had contained a Blunder it 
would not have been beyond the Power of Numbers to calcu- 


eſſential Difference betwixt numerous and numberleſs, — 

P. 27, © No ner the Impoſition of a Biſhop's Hand | 
neither.“ Theſe were not the Words you made Uſe of in 
your 1ſt. Defence, P. 15. You there faid, © Nor the Im- 
- © poſition of a Biſhop's Hand added thereto.” This Lan- 
guage was faultleſs; but how the Nor neither can be recon- 
ciled with Grammatical Accuracy, and be deemed © Speech 
V0 


* See Notes 


P 
P. 21, 


late how many. In my Opinion, Sir, there is a ſpecific and 
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P. at, « Yes, you muſt and wil! allow more before I 
« have done with "ow: * You ſhould have my I muſt and 
Hull. 

P. 29; In the ating taken frow my Hints you ſay, 
that The Impiety of the Lives of their Clergy do not in the 
4 leaſt deprive,” &c, I ſaid did not; though, was I to write 


it again, I ſhould ſay does not, or would not. I wonder, Sir, 
that you could overlook, and fail to mention this as one of my 


numberleſt Inoonſiſteneies. A little lower in the fame Page 
the ſame Blunder occurs, © juſt as the Negligence of an 


_ © Hireling, or the Lazineſs of a dumb Dog, ds not in the 


< leaſt deprive,” &c, Now, Sir, as the two Subſtantives 
Nezligence and Lazineſs are ſeparated by your making uſe of 
the digjunAive Conjunction er, each of them is to be conſi- 
dered as having a ſeparate Importance in the Sentence, and, 
of courſe, requires to be joined with a Verb ſingular] there- 
fore do ſhould have been does or doth.— This Objection is 
equally applicable to that Sentence in P. 31, where the Verb 
& follows theſe Nouns © Ignorance, Impiety, or Indolence.“ 


The Repetition of the Blunder clearly proves it to be the Ef. 


fect of Ignorance, not of Overſight. — Had you choſen the 
Conjunction copulative and inſtead: of the disjunctive or, 
& theſe Remarks had been ſpared (P. 13), and the Sentences 
would then have ſtood. grammiaticaly unimpeachable ; I-fay 


- grammatically /o, but not in all other Reſpects, for you have 


* miſquated the latter Part of it, and thereby altered the Senſe 
of the Words as they originally ſtood.) e. 
P. 68. © Thus with one Stroke of whe Pact 


& chriſtian all the Churches of,” &c. This, Sir, is the firft- 


Time, that I have ſeen Unchriſtian uſed as a Verb. Had it 
been unchriſtianixe I ſhould not have objected to your Lan- 
guage, but ] think it a very unchriſtian, or vile and ungram- 
matical, AQt in You thus to make a Verb give Place to an 
W Perhaps it may be 0 to the Syſtem of 

| : | A 


1 
ts 
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a Squly which would reduce nens 


b. 7 The refarming 8 Characters, the con- 


et uerting a Sinner,” & . Now in both theſe Paſſages you 


have either forgotten, or elſe o not know, the right Uſe of 


Words. Participial Terminations ought not in al Caſes to 


have the Regimen of Verbs, but when an Article is prefixed 


to them they tollow the Conſtruction of Nouns ; and there- 


fore as you have ſaid the reforming, the converting, &c. yuu 


ought immediately to have added the Prepoſition of; or ſhould 
have omitted the Article, in either of which Caſes yo had not 


broken Priſcian's Head. Here, Sir, I ſend you a Challenge 
in your own Words, that “ am ready to diſpute this Point 


with you whenever you pleaſe.” 

P. 88. You have quoted from me, a miſquoted 
my Language, fo as to make it grammatically wrong, Thus, 
ge able to find Words enough.” Sir, I faid, Be able to 


find Words enow ; and if, in the Courſe of thoſe Years that 
you have ſpent in Study, you have never yet learnt the Dif- 


ference between enoto and enough, you have paſſed years enow 
with Profit little enough, and therefore I beg you will refer to 
your Dictionary, and learn it at this Time. Plural Subſtan- 
tives require plural AdjeQtives but Verbum Saptenti ſat, A 
Ward to tne Wile is enough. , 

P. 91. L. 28 © They do not diſſent from the principh 
« Poctrines. Now, Sir, notwithſtanding the groſs Errors that 


I have already detected, I will not be of fo cenſorious a Spirit 
as to fuppoſe you could miſtake this Subſtantive fo far as to 


uſe it adjefively; but will judge this to be a Typographical 


Error, and that inſtead of principle I ſhould find principal if I 


was to inſpect your MSS. even at this Moment. If I ſhould 


be miſtaken in this favorable Eſtimate, I am under the Ne- 


| ceſſity of ſaying that your Grammatical Principles are very 


bad indeed | 
To 


- 1 
- 
— - — 
» TATA 


— — — a A - 
_ 7 OI Ro Tm... I EERRCX * 2 


(96) 
To the fame caufe do T Ga Error of 


« Scurility” (P. 93.)—If I had been diſpoſed to cavil with 
[You on ſuch frivolous Pretences, or to uſe ſuch vain Bab- 


blings, I might have called you to Account for uſing in P. 


46. of your Defence againſt Dr. Tatham, the Word per- 
cede inſtead of ſuperſede, but I naturally concluded it to be an 


Error of the Printer. In this Manner, Sir you ought to 


have judged of my Quotation from Romans vi. and not have 
noticed it as you did in P. 70. There are ſeveral other 
little Defects in both your iſt. and 2d. Defence, which I ſhall 


not think worth being brought into View; except theſe two 


which follow. In the laſt Line of P. 45, 1ft. Def. you ſay 
« Slaying the Luft that war in Men's members.“ It ould 
have been either the Lu/ts that war, or, the Luſt that wars, but 
the firſt had been moſt proper. The nextis an Orthographical 
(and alſo grammatical) Defe& which occurs in the 3d. Line, 


2d. Def. where you ſay © by the by.” Now, Sir, I ſhould be 


glad to know if this is Your Mode of ſpelling that Phraſe ? 
I rather think it is your Way of ſpelling it, becauſe it occurs 


. in the ſame Manner, in P 23. L. 31. and in P. 73 L. 20, 
The Repetition of it, affords ſtrong Teſtimony that you think 


it to be the right Way. If fo, you and I differ; and, by the Bye, 
J think. you are wrong: and if you are wrong then it will be 
manifeſt that you ought to have ſtudied your own Language, 
before the Greek and Latin Claffics had been made fo 
familiar to You, as you tell us they are (P. 26, 1ſt. Def.): 
for in. ſpite of all this Erudition you can miſtake a Prepolition 
for a Subſtantive, and (I gueſs) Yice verſa. 

Your trifling Objection (P. 83) ta my Expreflion © have 
« lived” is ſcarce worth attending to, if it was not to prove 
on what frivolous Occaſions you endeavour todepreciate your 
Adverſary. I have always underſtood that the Auxiliary Verb 
and the Participle are admitted to be good Language It I 
was to ſay that Lou have lived to theſe Years without having 
775 | attained 


697) 


attained true Grammatical Knowledge, I ſhould not be far 
from the Truth, but near unto it, yea preſent with it. You 
may, in-rhis Reſpe&t, be compared to thoſe filly Women 
whom St. Paul mentions as“ ever nne and never the 
wiſer, 11. Tim. iii. 7. 
l bope, Sir, that the EPS here oY as into a 
Focus, or © into one View,” which I truſt are fairly quoted 
and as fairly commented upon, are ſufficient to convince you 
and my Readers that you are not ſo ftrict a Grammarian as 
to have any Authority for calling others to Account for 
Defeits of that kind; yet I ſhould not have thought myſelf 
juſtified in requeſting the Attention of the Public to ſuch trif- 
ling Obſervations if You had not (by your malevolent Cen- 


ſures) provoled me to do ſo in Self-defence. This will be 


evident if you will recollect for a Minute that I never attempt- 


ed in the Hints to bring a ſingle Inſtance of the Sort out of 


your xt, Defence, That I could have done ſo the Peruſal of 
theſe Pages will afford ample Teſtimony; but I thought 


Doctrinal Errors only deſerved to be expoſed, © At all Events 


You ars the firſt Aggreſſor in this Inſtance; and you ſhould 
not have forgotten the Apoſtles Advice, (which you have 
placed in your Title-Page) to © ſhun vain Babblings.” Argu- 
ments of this kind certainly cannot increaſe unto more God- 
lineſs, but rather the Reverſe. I had not touched upon ſuch 
Topics if you had reaſoned againſt me with Chriſtian Kind- 


neſs. But I am really become weary of writing, and I fear ' 


my Readers will be diſguſted with, ſuch unedifying — 
tions. Shall therefore very ſpeedily conclude. 


I hope, ſincerely and fervently do I hope, (and though 


Man may diſbelieve me, God can tell the Sincerity of my 
Heart, when I wiſh) that the Partition- Wall which hath ſo long 
divided, and which now divides Church-Men and Diſſenters, 
may be ere long broken down, that we may ſee more clear- 
a the * which be for our Peace; that we ſhall not have 

| N theſe 
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GN 
theſe vain Wranglings and Diſputes, theſe Bickerings and 
Conteſts about Men- Eſentiali and Trifles, but ſhall mutually | 
relinquiſh mere Human Opinions, and remove all Obſtacles. 
to our Union: for as we all profeſs to be of the Flock of 


Chriſt, ſo ſhould we ſtrive to be one Fold under one Shepherd, 


who will lead us forth to the green Paſtures of Peace and 
Godlineſs, which are beſide the ſtill Waters of refreſhing 
Love; and then we ſhall have Peace and Joy in the holy 
Ghoſt, and live in Fellowſhip as Belie vers aught to live, 
doing all to the Praiſe and Glory of God, and our n 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

In this grave Sermonic Style I was + going to conclude, 
but my Mind ſeems diſpoſed for a ſhort Viſit to Parnaſſus; 
for ſo much dry Argument has cauſed her to be thirſty, and 
ſhe wiſhes to Oy it with a Draught at the Caftalian 
Spring. 
As ſhe returns perhaps ſhe may cull a few of the infra- 
montane Flowers, and preſent them to You for a Noſegay,— 
J perceive ſhe is returning at full Gallop upon her Pegaſus, | 
with a ſmall Bunch in her Hand, which is much at 950 
Service if you will pleaſe to accept of it. 2 . 

As firm in Temper as the knotted Oak | . 
In Rootz which, on the Mountain's Brow, hath tod 
The Blaſts of Ages without Injury, 
(Save what is done by Time's deſtroying Tooth 9 
So will I ſtand againſt th* enuenom d Shafts 
Of Calumny and foul Reproach, nor dread 
The Fury of the Methodiſtic Hoſt, p 
Though Thouſands ſtand againſt me on the Right, 
« And e' en that Number ten- fold on the Left.” 
Nor Thee great Benſon! Linguiſt moſt profound! 
(Who- doubtleſs fluently can't ſpeak 1 
The Hebrew Language and the Creek, Hudib. 
With as much Eaſe as Pigs can ſqueak.“) 


Thou 


(9) 


Thou ria Diſciple of fam'd Priſcian's Laws 

Who wield'ſt the Sword of Slander, mercileſs, 

To cut down Biſhops, Heads of Colleges, 

Archdeacons, Reftors, Vicars, Curates, all 

Compoſing the Eccleſiaſtic Tribe, 

Save only Preſbyters, and Deacons temporal, 

Nor Thee, great Benſon ! will I ever dread; _ 

; (Becauſe I know © Quid valcant Humeri; P. 71.) 
But, that ſame Mercy I to Thee have ſhewn, 

| When thou repli'ſt do thou extend to me. 

In Hopes, Sir, that the fragrant Odours exhaling from 
this freſb· gathered Poſy may be agreeable to your Mental Ol- 
factories, and under every due Impreſſion that Gratitude 


ſhould inſpire for Friend/bip like ITS 


I conclude, 


YOUR WEAK-HEADED, 
UNLEARNED, IMPIOUS, 
' AND wncompaſſionate OPPONENT, 


. Rafe 
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* FROM p. .I Gentlemen of the Univerſity of Oxford Who 


ſhall do me the Honour to read theſe Pages will immediately perceive that this 
Thought is taken from a well-known Pun of the late Dr. Barton reſpecting 
ſome: College Gates that were faſtened on a Faſt-Day : but for the ſake of ſuch 


- Non-Collegiates of my Readers as have never yet heard it, the Jeſt. ſhall have 
— a Place here. | 


Ab! (1:34 the Doctor on obſerving them ſhut) I. fnd that my Friend—bas 
| @ Mind to keep the FA H wery rigidly indeed i Why do you think ſo Dr. ? ſaid the 
Gentleman who was his Companion at the Time. Why ! * as not only e 
himſelf, but even to male bis GaTzs FAsT. 


Mr. B. let me intreat you not- ae LF APW b dard 


of this Joke. O! Sir if you have one Grain of Mercy in your Compoſition, 


| tet it be ſhewn to me when you anſwer this Reply; and do not call my Publica- 


tion.a Theological 7% Book, for an Obſervatiom ſo cutting as that would make 
me wretched indeed ! Perhaps, Sir, it may cut me to the Heart; therefore ſpare 


mel ſpare me! and have Pity on my Youth ! 


From P. 27.—As ſeveral Perſons who purchaſed the Hints did not 
know what was meant by Si gui, it will be right to mention it here, viz. that 


tze Paper which is read in Church previaus to a Perſon's taking Orders, is fo 

* named from having thoſe two Words in it when written in the Latin Language; 
which Words fignify If any, Cc. meaning If any Perſon knows any ObjeRions 
© tothe Candidate, &c. Is ſo named for the Sake of Brevity. | 
From P. 43.—As I have bete alluded to your Self-rightes Spirit, you 


will permit me, Sir, to ſay that, I think, it was this Aion in P. 32 of the 


Hinte, which induced you to calumniate me ia the Manner you have, It came 
too cloſe. to your own Heart. (P. 80.) You therefore wiſhed to make my 


Picture in particular, and thoſe of our Church in general, as ugly as your own 
and others of the Methodiſts. As I bad there drawn a flight Sketch of the 
Methodiſtie Countenance (for as Lawater ſays of Natural Phyfiognomy, I is a 
Science of Truth, ſo I believe of Moral Phyfiognomy) and having made Self- 


| Righteouſneſs the moſt prominent Feature in it, you were diſguſted at view- 


. ing your own hideous Deformity, and were angry with the Draughtſman; and, 


therefore, threatened to kill him, if he ſhould attempt to ſketch you again. 7 


t, you ſee, Sir! how provoking he his ; He does not regard your ſanguinary 


| 

1 
* 
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( 102 ) 


Threats. He even dares to ſay that You are fiill walking in the ſame Path of 

© Pharifaical Pride, Thus in your 47th Page you ſay «© We ſhould not hear one 

& Word of this dreadful Charge of Schiſm, if we did not moſt of Us differ from 

tc the Generality of Mankind. I forbear, Sir, to make any Comments on this 
Paſſage; the fimple Statement of it is enough, 

* From P. 51.—Thoſe of my Readers who would wiſh to attain a toler- 
ably correct Knowledge of Church Government, reſpeRing its Officers, Power, 
and Diſcipline, winbour the labour of much reading, in my Opinion, cannot 

apply to a Book of more dare ah Information has * of Me. * 
man's. 
| eben bobs Wee Ge Opiate nde Mas 
Writers, and his pwn Thoughts are ſound and rational. I can only Wa 
am principally indebted to him for that Share of Knowledge 2 1 
rained re pecting Ecclefiaſtic Government. 
| From P. 57.—Having thus ſtrenuouſiy adhered to my ae D Decla- 
ration, a little Explanation is become requiſite. If my Aſſertion reſpecting 
Trebriety at Viſtations had been as poſitive and general as Mr. Benſon has interpreted 
it to be, and which he ſo repeatedly alludes to with Exultation (by the Bye, a bad 
Proof of his Chriſtian Love !) then I confeſs'that my Reverend Brethren in Per- 
| hore A*deac'ry and elſewbere had cauſe enough to be angry with me in =o ſmall 
Degree, for having laid Things to their Charge that moſt of them were innocent 
of; but my Words were (e and afterwards to eat and dri nk fo much perhaps be- 
| , yond the Bounds of Temperance.“ At. the Time I did not conſider that theſe 
3 Words may be of Injury to my Cauſe. It may be aſked, Why did I not? it was 
| evident on the Face of them! Becauſe I concluded that I was arguing with a 
| fincere Chriſtian. I knew my Adverſary to be a Man who tplked much abour 
| Chriff, and found Fault with others for being ſadly defective in the Love of 
| Chriſt, and fo forth; and knowing that Chriſtian Charity, inftead of wiſhing 
| to and to 2ggravate the Malignity of any Actions, would rather ftrive 
| to hide . a Multitude of Sins, when the Revealing of them anon be produfiive of 
more Emil than Good; I was therefore not ;t all ſuſpicions of malevolent Miſconſtruc- 
| tions being put upon my Words. I was not at all afraid of ſpeaking the Truth. 
| I never ſaid what the evil Spirit of Benſonian Malice hath ſaid for -mez—that, 
| they ** reeled throuth the Streets like a Company of drunken Bachanaliam. (P. 53) 
| I appeal to my Words, and from thence let me be judged | not from what Mr. Ben- 
fon har had the Effrontery to declare in his farther Defence, The Perhaps 
| yas a Termof Doubt. I could not be raſh enough to ſay it certainly cvauli be the 
| - Caſe; but I believe that Facts themſelves will jaſtiſy me if 1 fay that whenever 
| a Viſitation has been numerouſly attended there have been 'Some, even of the | 
 Clrics, who have exceeded the Bounds of Temperance farther than they ought, x 
though ne to ſuch Exceſs as to reel about the Streets. If any of my Fellow 


(103) 
Ire in chr Vineyard are offended at my Boldneſs of Speech, I con- 
clude they are thoſe who, as well as meſtlf, have been guilty of ſuch a Degree 
of Exceſs. This my Rev. Brethren is the Language of my A to Ye for 
what I aſſerted in my Hints. To as many of ye as are angry with me on this 
Account for having ſaid ſo much, I here earneſtly beſeech you to reſolve with 
me, that from your Hearts you will utter this Language, If I bave done Iriquity 
« 7 will do ſo wo mare. Job xxxiv. 32. And ta that more numerous Part of 
the Clergy who are innocent in this Reſpect, whatever their Rank, and what- 
ever their Age, I here fincerely ſay I am ſorry that my Inadvertence ſhould have 
ſabjeRed them to the lea Reproach from any Perſon, particularly to that wkich 
has been levelled at them by an invidious, detractive, aud e Teacher 
of Methodiſm. | 
| + From P. 57 -In P. 24, iſt Def. You fay thus. c He then that 
cc has any other Defign in undertaking or executing the Office of a Miniſter than 
purely this, to glorify Cad, and ſave Scud, his Eye is not fiogle.” - 
Now, Mr. B. though I heartily agree with You. that this ould be, by 
far the principal Object of a Perſon who enters the Miniſtry, yet I cannot admit 
that a Man's Eye is evil, and his whole Body full of Darkneſs, if he ſhould entertain 


ſome Hopes of getting a good Living; for as it increaſes his Means, it increaſes 


his Power of doing Cc; which might ultimately tend to the Glory of God. 


But what, till further can vĩnces me that ſuch Views are not ſo criminal 
as you repreſent them to be, is that the F aith of Moſes is admitted to be ſound, 


although “ he had Reſpect to the Recompence of the Reward.” Heb. xi, 26. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I think, that, the Principles of a Miniſter are not to be 


impeached, merely becauſe he has ſme Reſpect to chat n Recompence 


of Retard -Church-Preferment. 

| From P. 62,—Perhaps this Reply may fall into the Hands of ſame 
who can more readily find Fault with others, than do better themſelves, and 
they may cenſure me for my Yulgariſm, ſaying I might have expreſſed myſelf 
in better Language than this of=—making a-Parſur. Such Carpers will be ſo 
obliging as to read the ſubjoined Quotation from the elegant Commentaries of 


Mr. Blackſtone. © The Appellation of Parſon (however it may be depreciated 


by familiar, clowniſh, and indiſcriminate Uſe) is the moſt legal, moſt benefi- 


ficial, and moſt bonourable Title ** Pariſh-Frig can enjoy. — See Vol. Is 


P. 334. 3vo Edition. | 
From P. 65.— Perhaps, Sir, you will ſay I am * of Notes, 1 


am ſo, Sir, even if the Idea is extended as far as to Muſical Notes or Bank- 


Notes : and with reſpect to Notes of this Kind, I think them neceſſary to in- 


troduce ſuch Thoughts as may occur, and cannot properly be wove into the 
Diſcourſe. Here you ſee, Sir, that Aaron not only wore à long Robe, but 
Breeches. alſo. The Apocryphal Writer is authorized to ſay ſa from what is. 
mentioned, Exod. xxvili. 4a» Now I am rather ſurpriſed that you who hold. 


— — 
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te the De&iine of Elders, and cotiſcquently mialigh Epiſcopicy, db not; in the 
| Spitit of a true Sans Culetre, refuſe this Cover to your Nakedneſi, becauſe it 
_ Was word by Aaron who was an Epiſcopalian, This ſhews clearly that You— 
the Mecho dite, and others in this Nation, who' adhere to the Preſbyterian Doc- | 


tine, are not as true to your Principles as the Kirk of Scotland, for the bold 


: Highlanders, (hom. 1 re vere for their Courage) as they art of the Preſttevian” 
. Perſuaſion, do, to this Day, refuſe to wear this Natean Veſtment ; ang 


ſhewy their Contempt for Aaron and all his Followers who adhere to Epiſcopacy. 


From P. 77.— A5 J have frequently called you the great Benſon, 


you ſhall now know why I did ſo. I preſume that is your Appellation among 


the Saints; for ſoon after the Publication of the Hints I received an anony- 


mous—and e ſcurrilaus “Letter; 3 {from a Methodiſt, I guefs, becauſe 
Weſhy's Head was upon the Seel) wherein was this Sentence: 4 Should you 
« fall under the Laſk of the Great Benſon he will make you grin, as he Has al. 
1c ready the infarrious Tulum; who has been aſſtamed to ſhew hie Face in Ox- 
« ford, ſince. the Appearance of his truly valuable Letters,” The latter Part 


of the Sentence is att evident Falſhood ; but this I do not wonder at when I 


confider the Unde-derivatur of it. © The firſt Part is only true in this Reſpect, 
that if the great Benſon's Laſh has produced ay Grin upon ay Countenance, 


it has been that of Cent. 


From P. 83.— Here you perceive, Sir, that the Man bin you 


declare to be © not called of God, has ventured te propheſy.” If he was 


to fay that the spirit of th: Lord was upon him giving him an Infight in- 


to Futurity, it may be laughed at by others of his Readers as well as the Me- 


thodiſts, and probably Yer may retort upon him that he propheſies out of 
his own Heart as be «vill have it; that he has ſeen nothing; that it is a 


lying Divination, and a. Spirit of Deluſion. Be as it may, there is a ſome- 


thing impreſſes me at this Moment that tells me the Weſtleyan Sectarles 
will be like other Schiſmatics that bade had their days and are now Known 
only among# the Records of paſt Ages. The Tenets of the Rbjoniter, the Co 


rinthians, the Marcionites, the Novatiens, and other Nereſſes and Schiſms i in dif- 
ferent Ages have been in Vague for a Time, and been adhered to by Thovu- 


ſands in the different Nations and Countries which they overffred, but the whole 
oz them are now ſa completely extin that our Books are the only Meansof know- 


ing they were ever in Exiſtence, —Such I think will happen to the Methodiſts in the | 


Courſe of a Century or ö Perhaps the preſent Generation will nbt have 


paſſed-away without viſible Tokens of a Conſumption that will ſoon carry off the 


Weſleyan SeQtin ſpite of all the Preſcriptions enteted in the Schiſmatic Pharmacopein, 
dy Doctors Weſley, Benſon, and others of the fanatical Sy ſtem.— now fancy 
that J ſee the Church about the Concluſion of the 18th Century riding tri- 
vmphant over all her Enemies like a Ship of the Line that has fatled amongſt 


a'Ny of Pirates whe: have attempted to board and on ran 7 her, but her Cm 
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have. beaten them al 3 them inthaOcan-—of Oblivion, == 
Than will abe People ue leber be Jeluded with Fangticiſm, nor liſten to 
ſlanderous Reports of theitawfu/ Paſtors, but will look up to the Prieſi of 
- the Qhujcb as their Guides to Eternal Happineſs, and they will be nearly one 


Fold under one Shepherd. 


bm P. 9. Ir. B. es den ih pews ld you be fa edlighng! 
28 to tell me, and the Reſt of your Readers, what were the particular Duties of 
is? Whether of a ſeparate Order or not ? The Reaſon of this Enquiry, is 


ad. Timgls. 5. Now You ſay, he was only a Preſbyter; I ſay he was a Biſhop : 
but perhaps ſome Wiſebead. will prove us both in the wrong, ny 
that he was only an Ewange/ifl, 

- But quere, May not either a Biſhop or a Preſbyter evengelive, or preach 
good Tidings :—Redemption to Man, and Salvation through Chriſt ? 
| From P. 93.—The Name of Priſcian being frequently mentioned in 
this Controverſy, I think it neceſſary, for the Satisfaction of Some of my Read- 
ers, juſt to mention that he lived at Athens in the Time of Juſtinian, (a Roman 
Emperor) wrote upon Grammar; and is ſaid by ſome to have been a Chriitian, 


but afterwards Apoſtatiz'd. a 
AS a few Thoughts have 8 ſince the Foregoing was INTE: I 
muſt ſubjoin them by Way of Concluſion. 


I have no Doubt but you will obſtinately perſiſt to reſiſt the Truth, for 
vou tell us that « the careful Peruſal of the Hints did not cauſe you to alter your 
Mind in any one Inſtance; and, (as I ſaid before, P. 21, L. 30.) moſt probably 
you will reply to this ina very ſhort Time. Now, Sir, if I ſhould never take 
Notice of you any more, I hope, neither you, nor my Readers, will interpret 
my Silence as atacit Acknowledgment from me that I believe You unanſwerable. 

This Reply will prove that you are not one of thoſe Writers who advance 
nothing but incontrovertible Truths. Therefore let my future Silence be 
aſcribed to theſe Cauſes.—iſt. That „ There is no End of making Books, if 
Men will pertinaciouſly reſiſt every Thing that carries Demonſtration with it. 

adly.— There are enow Books already publiſhed to give us Infight into all 

neceſſary Knowledge if Men will but look into them. — 
| 3dly.— Time may be employed much better than being continually taken 
up with vain Wranglings ; though I have thought it my Duty to oppoſe you 
thus far. 


bliſhed Church have any Fund to deſray the Expence of publiſhing their Opini- 
ng in Defence of her Doftrines: and Printing is now become à very heavy 
28 ihe Charge 


. becauſe I'find St. Raul dineGting Timothy to . do the Work of an Evangeiift.” 


And, Athly. I do not Simon that the Miniſters or People of the efta- 
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Charge upon ſuch as publiſh their Labours at all Hatards, i. e. independent of 


Subſcriptions. In this Reſpe& your Societies have great Advantage over us; for, 
I believe, you have a Fund which enables you to vend your Books at a cheap- 
er Rate than they could otherwiſe be ſold for: and you have alſo a ready Mode 
of circulating your Publications, for almoſt every Itinerant Preacher of your 


Doctrines (if my Information be authentic) applies one Side of his Saddle-Bags © 


to the Purpoſe of a Bookſeller's Shop, from whence the Saints are ſupplied 
with ſuch Pamphlets as may tend to confirm them in their Adherence to Me- 
thodiſm. To this Cauſe it may be chiefly aſcribed that your 1ſt. Defence has 
ſeen a 2nd. Edition. They are almoſt forced upon the Saints, being tuch (t truly 
ce waluable"* Letters. Perhaps your Remark in P. 71. will prove true, viz. 
that the Hints will never ſee a 2nd. Edition. But I ſhall be very much de- 


ceived in my ExpeRations if this Reply does not ſee a 2nd. and a 3d. Edition, 


for it contains ſuch Truths, as, if generally known, would greatly check 
ce the farther Progreſs of Methodiſm, and conſequently tend to exterminate 
the Set. Having ſtated theſe Things, and declared my Intentions not to 


' oppoſe any more your Fanatical Delufions, but to ſtudy to be quiet and mind 


my own Buſineſs, that is toſay, the more immediate Duties of my Profeſſion ; 
I here bid you farewell! beſeeching the Almighty that he would give you a 
more perfect Knowledge of the Truth as it is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


FINIS. 
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P, WY Line 1 , ote) ſhapen read ſhaken 
0 Mo: i ag — read authorized 


7 21, Inſert the before Preſpytery. 
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Some 8 Places are defective, and alſo in Punctu- 


8 16, immediately after Line injert P. 15. 


ation, but thoſe are left to be corrected by the Reader. 
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